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Letter from the Editor

one of their best seasons with regional 
reports suggesting that we are heading 

1000 cents higher than at the same time 

rainfall forecast at least for eastern wool 

international efforts to promote the virtues 

 

Susan Rowbottom further demonstrates 

virtue of wool.

Smith and Mavis and Sherrie Spielvogel 
who have each contributed to the wool 

some absorbing reading. It might come 
as some surprise that it was not until 1994 

recognised farming as a legitimate 

competition that Carol and Allan have 

their recent further success in the Campbell 
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of the prestigious but amended Zegna 

matter or less and at least 70 mm in length 

and prepared in the best possible manner 

participants with exceptional knowledge 

a demanding achievement that warrants 
recognition and congratulations.

the winning photograph in our annual 
photographic competition which graces 

eight ewes and their lambs should feel 

competition attracted 43 entrants and we 

their families and tributes outline the 

Association welcomes new members Shara 

background to their farming pursuits 

agricultural operations are coming 

is motivating our members to look at their 
operations and reassess their management. 
Articles cover the approaches that three 

paddock subdivision to enable rotational 

adding seaweed supplement or reversing 

despite prime focus on meat issues due to 

faceted insights to the role sheep have 

as President and handing over the task 

in the regional reports to which I add 

welcomes Mark and looks forward to 

working with him.

and even conducting a phone tutorial on 

thank other members of the committee 

requirement.

John Ive

RCS Australia
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Much of Australia has come out of  
drought now with abundant rains in most 

waiting for warmer weather and a little 
sunshine and a good spring.

producers can compete with other farming 

are supporting the farmer to a higher level 

cover costs while in the long drought.

 
 

six months.

I have endeavoured to liaise between 
all our members via email or mail on all 
happenings from around the world and 

wool growers.

 
to all who entered. 

strive to grow the best wool possible 
under our harsh climatic conditions here  

conducted Zoom meetings with most of 

from all aspects of the wool pipeline. 

to liaise on a frequent basis for the future 

Members who have worked with me over 

 

wool growers.

times ahead. Animal welfare is becoming 

I hope the world realises that here in 

name a few. A balance of understanding 

changing climatic conditions here in 
 

wool growing areas around the world.  
 

a little more understanding and  
less demands.

 

Let us continue to produce and process 

 
 
Danny Picker

Message from the President
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Australian Superfine Wool  
Growers’ Association History

 
 

need to form a group to protect the 
premium end of the specialist offering  
of the Australian wool clip.

 
their consumers.

stockpile accumulated.

which was charged with underpinning the 
 

with the overseas customers.

organisation.

support of his proposal in promoting closer 
collaboration with their special customers 

and thus hoping to lift the low prices paid 
at the time.

planned to consult with growers and 
develop a simple but suitable constitution 
for consideration.

interested parties to an inaugural meeting 

 
 

 
of the meeting.

survive the onslaught of the forces which 

in formulating the future of our own special 
line of production.

Commission in possession of a substantial 

 

those of us who have been so long taking 

at least our special end of the wool clip.

am sure we can win through.”

wool producers taking a strong hand in 
formulating the future marketing of their 
own special line of production.

closer contact with users of the product 

 
 

sectors of the wool pipeline from all 
around the world.

working on its Council to help promote 

the world endeavouring to create a better 
price for wool growers.

we deal with on a regular basis with our 

members operate in all sectors of the  
wool pipeline from scouring to the  

between Mill and grower members on 
a regular basis and raise concerns or 

and to have direct contact with these Mills 
is a great advantage for the Australian 
wool grower.

with all of the Australian wool grower 
representative bodies from agents through 

 
Mr Picker noted.
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Poll Committee.

members of wool growing groups from all 

ethical and prestigious natural  

welfare at the highest standard.”

Stephen Burns – The Land

We have been down 
before, but never out, 
today we have huge forces 
in modern science and 
technology against us,  
but I am sure we can  
win through.”

Arthur Beggs CBE  
1971-1974

Michael Darmody  
1974-1977

Rod O'Connor  
1977-1980

Merv Mibus  
1980-1983

John Williams  
1983-1986

Rod Thirkell-Johnston AM 
1986-1989 & 1995-1998

Robert Beggs AM  
1989-1992

Barry Walker OAM  
1992-1995

Bill Crawford  
1998-2001

Tony Gall  
2001-2004

Frank O'Connor  
2004-2007

Kevin Dunn  
2007-2010

Helen Cathles  
2010-2013

John Taylor  
2013-2015

Simon Cameron  
2015-2017

Danny Picker  
2017-2021
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importance of collaboration in linking local 

linking Australia with the world.

of the pandemic also bring huge 

and the ethics of these purchases. As 

environmental impact of how their clothes 

working hard to achieve reductions in the 
carbon footprint of producing wool I want 

to assist in value adding across the 

ambitious goal of the sector being 

on agriculture and could unlock potential 

clothing and footwear manufacturing. 

I am proud that Labor has a strong track 

growers and I once again congratulate the 

Shadow Minister for Agriculture

Message from 
the Shadow Minister 
of Agriculture Hon 
Julie Collins MP

We approached Minister David Littleproud and Shadow Minister Julie Collins in February as part 
of the 50th year commemoration. Unfortunately, despite follow up no response was received 
prior to going to print from Minister David Littleproud.
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the development and marketing of 

respected organisation and is the peak 

well attended.

A small number of the most important 

members.

opportunities available to expand  the 

and thus facilitate stronger relationships 
within Australian organisations of interest 

processors from scouring to retail.

had come to strengthen commercial 

original aims of AEM live on and became 

 

 

changes meant the wool classing standards 

 
 

to get support from its Mill members who 

grower educational tours to the northern 
 

 
our most important customers.

 

the world.

 
 

 
 

Reflecting on ASWGA

BARRY WALKER  

 



www.aswga.com   Annual 2021-22  |  13 

 
 

hence the problem disappeared.

competition continued to be a  

to network with our growers and to 

growers were presenting clips which had 

competition harnessed this and for the 

registrations around the world for the 
various categories that were important. 

 
its uptake.

Reserve Price Scheme continued to  

market has proven to be quite unstable 

undermining the uniqueness of our  

garnered a certain amount of success over 

Mill members was something that while 

  2001

A close relationship was developed with 

 

was not possible to engage its members 

promotional material.

package was available for members to 

funding would be required to create the 

chain. Such a targeted marketing campaign 

$A1 Million.

whilst on overseas duties along with 

regional Australia.

sectors was varied. Such an ambitious 
campaign required the best marketing 

seen as the most advantageous area 

suiting for the future.

 
of drought were not conducive to the 

opportunities gained for the future have 
not been lost in our challenging times  

Such issues included discussion re 1PP 
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micron wools with associated subdued 
demand for the product. Innovative 
processing methods also had an effect on 

thus embarked on extensive market 

 
all levels of the production chain.

established to assist with a broader 
exchange of ideas and outcomes for the 

and future strategies that evolved 

to a grower with a membership number 
attached to the bale brand and sale 

Association.

  2004

 
 

 
 

31 

 

Reserve Price Scheme and I believe 

overseas at the time. Marks and Spencer 
had animal welfare signs in their shop in 
London and were refusing to sell wool from 
mulesed sheep. Retailers were turning 

feeling the effect.

to promote  wool using the 

wool. 

retail promotion. A management services 
agreement was established with  

became known as the AEM trademark.

Extensive discussions were held with 

using tops made in Australia with 

for their enthusiasm and support.

 
Pilot Marketing Program using the  

 
 

along 
contributed to the program through the 

were 

agreed to continue with the program for 

considerable promise but needed to 

of the Pilot Marketing Program.

chain proposal and appointed consultant 

 wool 
2006. Kisvarda found the idea worth 
pursuing but it would require a greater 

wool than could be 

outline for a business plan which was 

determine the support for the proposal.

Although the proposal received a 
great deal of support among growers 
and users alike it was considered that 
more detail would be required before a 
commitment could be made. Although 

 

Although the proposal never proceeded 
it did demonstrate potential to shorten 

a marketing edge.

pushed for the development of a 15 

and supported its passage through the 

campaign featuring  wool was of 

considerable input into this campaign.

marketing at the conference.

After more than a decade of little or no 

who saw the merit of promoting the best 
to sell the rest. 

contributed to our later success.

Although we were unable to attend the 

in Cairo where Rod 
  Prue 
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and I also attended the Shanghai 

 
China and was valuable in getting to  
know the Chinese market. I made a 

 
Pilot Marketing Program.

wool growers which resulted in 

all overseas travel and accommodation 
expenses through the Export Market 

achievement and saved the Association 
considerable funds.

as well as Russia and India. Except for 
the odd private excursion (at our own 

 Retail. 
Prue took notes allowing me to devote 

revealed that we had up to 45 overseas 

Centres New Mill 
Membership 

and all 
potential participants in the Chargeurs 

 we 

when required.

travelled around the regions where I 

custom and where possible attended 
.

members as possible.

 we 

our weight.

 

I worked to contact and promote the 
Association to those who were members 

who were all on 

could offer I spoke to a number of users 

world. At least two new Mill members 

have been constant and rapid changes 
in ownership and personnel in wool 

the goodwill built up in those discussions 

Australia and the more remote parts of 

interest among growers.

of their scientists in 2008 to attend a series 
of workshops aimed at lifting the standards 

and better products resulted.

in the Zegna and discussions 
in how a fundamental change to the rules 

Competition having to be postponed. 

but we had to keep in mind that it was 
the right of the Zegna organisation to 

Competition to us needed to be stressed.

 to establish 

some advantages did come out of it.

Several Association Life Memberships were 

 
focusing 
ongoing issues

to losses is not high but the input must be 

I need to acknowledge the advice and help 

the great support and background work 

  2010

 

HELEN CATHLES 
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Mills 

Members were lamenting the absence 
of the Ermenegildo Zegna  for all 
entrants and there was a need for more 
opportunities for members to interact with 

Photo Competition 
was won with an iconic photograph of 

represented the coalface 

as gifts to Mill members. 

this competition which exhibited the depth 

brought members together and gave them 

Competition and Zegna Award winning 

 

was so successful it has become an annual 

 

Zegna of the 

over the 

and our representation to Mill members 
and 

than broader crimping wools of the same 

wool was below the cost of production 
except for a few promotional and prestige 

are focusing on the bottom line and 

must solve together.

Mills were still recovering from the  

updating to schedule. Accessories became 
the bread and butter for most Mills and 
one Peebles Mill owner commented that 

 

production reports to take overseas that 
gave the whole raw wool picture. It was 

could use them in their strategic planning. 

but over time the reports have withstood 
the denials.  these denials 

decade of progress.

  

increasing the recognition of the natural 

to secure the 
Membership was offered to and accepted 

integral in achieving this.

highlight and 
genuine appreciation and understanding 

Nikke renewed their membership in 2012 

Executive visited in 2013 starting the 

this occasion it was that Nikke as the 
largest manufacturer of woollen school 

Another 

their school uniform manufacture. I recall 

telling Council that both the  

two things that Mills were calling for and 

on animal welfare from Mills however in 

appointments that did not inquire about 
animal complete turnaround.

needs of  growers. Presidents 

information channels to do this well.

members
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graphs to highlight the real picture in the 
decline of high crimping Merino wools 
as all 

masking the actual production situation.

National Auction Selling Committee on 
maintaining the Newcastle Selling Centre. 

Selling 
Centre roster.

wool 

animal welfare groups and there was broad 
concern about the collateral damage that 
could spill over to the  Merino 

the Code of (best) Practice developed 

few housed enterprises.

enterprises in regions with high 

Research  
achievements included the Comfort 
Meter for 

important program for 
future research.

applications to the 
Agricultural Cooperation Agreement 

an enormous amount of work.

to recognise and further opportunities for 

determine if the wool textile trade can 
 

wools to produce knitted fabrics that are 

retention than equivalent knit fabrics from 

also warranted the next step to explore the 
opportunities in a more robust manner and 
with industrial partners.

President is both rewarding 

the cheapest hotels. Support from the 

it did.

Prices received during that time were not 

overseas visits had been curtailed.

genuine shortages amongst the trade 

prompted those who

enabled a number of dedicated growers to 

Notwithstanding the disappointing state 

of this trend toward  was 

enabling them to assess the true picture 

operations and assess

impetus to the Association during that 
time was the restructuring of the Zegna 

added bonus to the Association for each 

instrumental in a further development 

commencement of a new Competition for 
the best prepared bale of  wool.

growers realised their efforts were still 
ten 

for bales of their best 

in four different categories based on the 

were selected from each region with an 
overall winner.

and Armidale during this time were well 

informative guest speakers outlined the 

were grateful for the generous sponsorship 

functions.

prices there will be huge pressure on land 
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wool production will continue to be tested.

of the shortage of Cashmere

opportunities going forward.

lasting friendships with fellow wool growers 

Morgan.

 

 

 
 

and Council meetings in Melbourne and 

while he was still in the chair and was left 

fortunate to have been asked to be 

getting on with what needed to be done.

a contribution that would have ongoing 

spearheaded the team that organised the 
Launceston seminar and reunion weekend. 

 
 

 
members present.

wool lifted the level of debate about the 

ground in arranging bales from the top ten 

been seen before.

making the new arrangement work was the 

apart is its overseas membership and 

link to Mills and other organisations 

emphasising the value of the direct 

mentioned. In the case of Mr Paolo 

 

appreciation of this.

were the visits to the Regions for their 
until these took 

seeking support for a particular issue.  

discussion. Lots of head nodding etc.  
 
 

we are still talking to each other.

structure and  production 

members over the past 

SIMON CAMERON 
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elevate and maintain standards in the wool 

in 22 countries and all stages of the wool 
pipeline from farm to fashion.

:  

Information and Statistics and Licensed  

 

implementation of Marketing strategies.

  

stakeholders and other organisations.

 

Congresses and Events. Provide a 
communication platform and distribute 

information to all internal and  
external stakeholders.

 
 

 

 

working groups addressing these important 

from different countries and sectors to 
share resources and develop common 

activities are summarised below.

that are aimed at presenting wool as 

other cases it is defending wool against 

 

other grower countries and the processing 

outcome in Europe.

estimate the carbon footprint of various 

the ratings agencies of the need to 

farm practices to the market such as 

engaged with the managers of these 

for processors to have to deal with 

consignments for particular customers.

IWTO Update

Photo: 2017 Heuningkrans Merino Ram  
& Dalena White

Photo: IWTO Team Amanda Millard, Ben 
Roberts, Dalena White & Jeannette Cook
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strengthening our commitment to a 
more sustainable world.

have become our “private lives” and vice 

creating value in the name of craftsmanship 
and innovation is the vision that is behind 

the pioneering vision of our founder.

expansion has been accelerated through a 

platform aimed to create unparalleled 

production of cashmere and other noble 

founded in 1932 has become a leading 

natural fabrics.

strengthening their foundations to 

that some wool growers have sustained 
to improve water resources management 

investments to implement local forest 
heritage.

In the hopes that in the coming shearing 

pledge its support to the people who 
continue to produce the most beautiful 
wool in the world.

Ermenegildo Zegna
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Details for the 2022 Zegna Wool Trophies competition can be found at 
https://www.aswga.com/competitions

Wool brokerage

Tailored to your individual needs

Rob Calvert 0448 658 469
Alistair Calvert 0448 650 483
Andrew Calvert 0418 130 155
Brent Flood 0419 852 767

WOOLSOLUTIONS.COM. AU
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Nikke of Japan

consumers put an emphasis on pricing and 

recent environmental trends.

multiple stakeholders following sustainable 

As the No.1 school uniform fabric 

original curriculums for school students 

of mottainai encompasses the idea of 
respecting resources and not wasting 

taught maintenance of their own uniforms. 

 
to schools.

 

requested us to establish a seminar with 

was held after the Expo. Nikke understands 
this kind of approach focusing on 

action to consumers.

• 

•  

• 
 

• Nikke is endeavouring to promote   
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SUPERFINE MERINO STUD
 Flock No. 4455

“Best of both worlds”
Grindon sheep are bred for traditional style  

15 micron wool on highly profitable merinos, 

now mostly polled. Selection assisted by modern 

genetics with extensive use of Merinoselect and  

the Australian Database.

Rams and semen are available for selection.

ROLAND AND ANNE RITSON

Mail: RMB 150 Boyup Brook, WA 6244

Location: 322 Ritson Road, Mayanup.

Ph (08) 9765 3053 Mob. 0427 653 053

Email grindon@grindon.com.au

Professional & Personalised 
   Wool Brokers
   Livestock Marketing
   Stock & Station Agents
   Rural Property Marketing
   Real Estate Agents
   Finance Providers
   Insurance Agents

  SCHUTE 
 BELL

Schute Bell
Badgery Lumby

Contact Head Office   Ph: (02) 9892 0700
www.schutebell.com.au    sbbl@schutebell.com

Flock and clip preparation advice
Tailoring selling methods to suit producer needs 
auction, private, reclassing & rehandle facilities
Assistance in risk management
Interest free shearing advance
Weekly wool market reports
Local and overseas market information
Sheep classing and ram selection service
Personalised livestock marketing and sales
Stud stock sales and advice

We offer a variety of services with convenient 
Wool Store locations across Eastern Australia.
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would still be going strong and would 

there were plans for grand events and 

but the 10th

with a series of remarkable and important 
activities which raised awareness and 

Campaign was launched the Prince has 

impact on the planet and marine life.

a unique blend of Merino wools from 

the scarf and posting images on social 
media.

“By investing in nature as the true engine 
of our economy we have an incredible 
opportunity to reinvigorate sustainable 
industries. Wool’s sustainable and 
biodegradable properties provide a 
unique natural option for us all to reassess 
our environmental values and purchases. 
We need to put nature at the heart of how 
we operate and to evolve our economic 
model, putting people and planet at the 
heart of global value creation. The only 
limit is our willingness to act, and the 
time to act is now, and we can all make a 
difference.”

His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales

Campaign for Wool
–10 Year Celebrations in 2020
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of information for each piece to summarise 
the activities captured in each of the 

Christopher Corr discussing how he 

of sheep in his artistic career.

together leading brands and retailers with 

students to create an innovative and 

global endeavour with universities in New 

getting involved and designing innovative 
wool products.

Limited Edition pieces set to be sold 

Brora
John Smedley

Celtic & Co Floor 

Margo Selby interior cloth and cushion 
Holland & Sherry interior 

Blackhouse chair are all available 
to purchase on request. Limited Edition 
cloth and bespoke tailoring is available at 
both Anderson & Sheppard and Hackett. 
Student placements were offered to their 

Marks & Spencer, 
John Smedley and Margo Selby, and
Finisterre propose to produce the socks in 

involved and 107 student submissions 

“The Student Design Competition is an 
ideal opportunity for the worlds of textile 
and fashion education to connect with 
industry in a series of collaborations that 
showcase the environmental credentials 
and diverse applications of wool in 
lifestyle and fashion. By creating these 

partnership opportunities with leading 
brands, the students are able to add a 
strong commercial dimension to their 
course work in preparation for careers in 
the industry. I’m delighted to hear selected 
students have been offered placements 
with participating fashion houses following 
graduation.” 

(image credit Lesley Prior)

 all retail events 
and activities were postponed and the 

supporters and to allow for additional 

of Sale and the iconic sheep models were 
instore and used across 40 locations.

 we h

closed and much shopping switching 

consumers withdrew to brands and 

to consider their lives and their futures. 

from this. Never has the message of 

cold Spring in Europe has also encouraged 

Image credit Lloyd Almond
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THE YEAR THAT WAS

virus mutations and the human toll raises 

lifts sentiment.

are differing across countries and 

support.

result of the battle between the virus and 

support can limit the damage from this 
unprecedented crisis.

support in a few large economies and the 

half of 2021.

THE MARKET SITUATION

sentiment on fashion shopping.

though that does not mean surrendering 
to the comfort to which we have become 
accustomed.

function and comfort for a balanced mix 

having a small improvement according to 
upcoming trends.

travel well in whatever mode of transport 

before being washed at home.

those who like to get dressed up will have 
an excuse to use clothing as a means of 
celebration.

Making sustainable products wherever it is 

legal requirements (which proved to be 

within the framework of environmental 
 

 

of considerable investments in research and 

customer services and giving emphasis to 

is not a fashion or a trend to follow because 

has been handed down from generation to 
generation.

THE IMPORTANCE OF WOOL

and elegance in fabrics comes from the 

Canonico are selected and purchased 

according to the directives for the products 

aspects.

 
 

is of great importance in maintaining the 

conservation of Saxon sheep producing  
 

environmental ethos.

A Word from Vitale  
Barberis Canonico
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to create a computer program which is 
able to follow and track the production 

the origins of the bale of wool which make 

started in 2018 and became operative  
in 2019.

through the components of the product 

• the farm the bale of wool  

•  

• the lots of combed wool included in  

• 

•  
 

but on the other hand it aspires to 
contribute to a culture of transparent 

important role in creating this transparent 

work shoulder to shoulder with our most 
valued suppliers.

share of trials and tribulations for our 

unpredictable market.

investment and dedication of wool growers 

investment and dedication through the 

via contracts and at auction.

THE OUTLOOK

thinking about 2022.

experiencing good performance thanks 
to China and a few strategic customers 
getting back to 2019 volumes.

in order to catch the new trends without 

through our agents who are reaching our 

new range that it is time to evolve and 

 

 

boundaries and access to inaccessible 
territories that so far have been forbidden.

with competence and great passion for 

and biodegradable is further enriched 

with a view to continuous innovation.

expectations with our new offerings and to 

the wool growers.
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Initiatives with the aim to help tackle 
climate change through impact mitigation 

we have put in place four strategic 

reducing our own carbon footprint within 
all our industrial and logistical activities. 
Authentico is another one of these pillars 

achieve much more. Authentico enables 
us to have a direct connection to wool 

Authentico to reach their own goals.

for one dialogue and consensus building 

brings wool growers and the rest of the 

understanding and creating moments 

growers and customers and through the 
partnership we achieve commitment to 

enabled us to have valuable discussions 
and to get more insights of what is needed 

to deliver more value to growers and 
brokers through Authentico.

issue as each audit is costing time and 

 
 

 

 
to reduce costs and efforts.

Another topic that kept coming up at our 

collaboration with Landcare Australia and 

mapping a number of Authentico growers 
to do Carbon Accounting and Natural 

increase on wool consumption within the 

All of these collaboration efforts are 
designed to help growers add more 
value to their business and help growers 

shaping them.

 
 

that will take value to where it is  

the challenges overcome and the efforts 

Authentico platform which can then be 
shared with brands and retailers purchasing 
Authentico wool to deliver these stories 

people closer together.

 

form of collaboration that is important 

 

We can only create 
value TOGETHER

Photo: Tim Marwedel 

Photo: Willy Gallia
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wish to celebrate excellence.

th

32nd

partnerships in train.

our leading weavers.

or use pain relief when mulesing. 

Another indication of recovering demand 

with comparable wool.

provides the needed guidance for partners 
wishing to use the Scheme logo to 
describe or promote their products.

consignments consisting of blends of wool 
from Australia and other countries.

the equivalent of over 1 million kilograms 

SustainaWOOL continues 
to grow and develop



fashion knitwear retailed in Europe.

have welcomed 11 growers.

to those member growers who do not 

who do provide pain relief for tail docking 

sheep are bred and managed to minimise 
trauma at lamb marking.

members to be involved in electronic 

involving us and our downstream partners.

Quality and pride, packaged – a bale of wool 
from GOLD member No.1 (SWG001): Michael 
and Cathy Blake (Bally Glunin Park).

matter as part of brand and retail 

parallel schemes all requiring audits of 
some form.

has brought together representatives of all 

in bringing schemes together including 
®

®

®

®

for technical harmonisation.

1.

of liquid nitrogen and mulesing clips.

2.
declare provision of pain relief for tail 
docking and castration.

with stakeholders in Australia and overseas 

engagement and is based in the 

web and app tool which facilitates 
the transfer of information between 
upstream and downstream parties in 
the wool pipeline.

and wool classers the tools to 
capture and transform mob and bale 

to date versions.

marketing organisation in data (server 

then associated with the details of the 

classers to view the test results of 

online. Additional online resources are 
available including a training site.

and the 
or a short training session please 
email woolclip@awex.com.au 
or call 02 9428 6170.

AWEX 
WoolClip 
Update

www.aswga.com   Annual 2021-22  | 31
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twelve months have been among the  
most turbulent.

whilst “Zoom” became the new normal 
in business communication. More than a 

back of world shortages. Could it be that 

to be there for its clients and is going 

mental health training for staff which then 

expands across the nation in the wool and 

was a natural progression for the business 

to achieve the best return possible for the 
grower. Its vertical integration and range 
of unique marketing options will offer 
huge opportunities for those involved in 

and service expansion have been the 

clients.

it comes to looking after the mental health 

been awarded gold status in the Mental 

will be expanding its mental health training 
program to farming communities in  

time to take the program out to the 

help both staff and clients cope in the face 
of these testing times.

torchbearer for rural mental health and 

commitment to mental health in the 

challenge of helping roll out mental health 

 
 

offer more services to its existing wool 
growing clients.

with a national grower network.

AWN expansions offer  
more benefits for clients

Photo: AWN Managing Director John Colley
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Photo: AWN Fleece

the future.

“It is fantastic to be able to take this next 

and the establishment of new sites in 

division expansion is the acquisition of 

clients to access a larger network and 
take advantage of a greater range of 
selling centres and marketing options 

known in the area with sheep and wool 

which allows wool growers who meet 

wool from bale to retail and to share that 

specialises in wool marketing programs 
which take wool from bale to retail. 

consumer trends and we are developing 

with provenance and environmental 

in the pipeline that we look forward to 

provide ethical and sustainable wool 

Australia offering clients another unique 
marketing option.

works with clients to offer a range of 

tailoring marketing strategies which allows 
wool growers to value add and achieve the 
best results possible.
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providing independent test information 

established and maintained a national 
and international reputation for technical 

structure facilitates the minimisation of the 
fees that it charges for its services.

contrasts with the previous decade from 

of wool tested declined an alarming 

reducing costs through improved labour 

As a consequence of its rationalisation 

general increase in wool testing fees to 

testing an average farm sale lot was $70. In 

comprises three operating divisions in 

better seasonal conditions across Australia 

the release of wool held over on farms or 

often the case when seasonal conditions 

optimistic with a further increase in wool 

because of continued favourable seasonal 
conditions and wool growers retaining 

mobs of older sheep to bolster 
livestock numbers.

of wool tested increased in most Australian 

to wool shipped to the mainland for 
testing and marketing whilst the decline 

increases in wool testing volume were in 

increase in the volume of all wool tested 

less than 19.6 microns has decreased from 

of all wool tested.

of the Australian wool clip continues to 

Australian Wool Testing Authority 
and Australian Superfine Wool 
Growers’ Association

Figure 1 Volume of Australian Wool Tested
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YEAR ALL WOOL

2020/21 318 160

296 164

318 175

360 165

358 150

340 153

365 162

354 158

370 149

2011/12 360 136

TONNES 2020/21

NSW

Tas

SA

WA

• 

• 

 fees it charges for wool testing to   

 be developed around this goal.

• 

 promote wool as a sustainable   

• 

 amount of information to aid all facets  

• 
 resources in research and development  
 activities which have advanced the   

• 
 raw wool testing laboratories in   

 service for whatever reason.

• 

 program placements. It provides   
 administrative and accounting   

 endeavours to advance education   
 in wool and textile science and   

 
 for the advancement of education.

SEASON
ULTRAFINE  SUPERFINE  FINE  

2020/21 2.114 92.7 64.9

3.368 100.5 60.0

3.943 110.2 61.3

1.963 96.4 67.1

2.596 85.4 62.5

2.670 89.3 60.6

1.745 92.8 67.6

2.402 92.4 62.9

1.555 82.7 64.6

2011/12 1.037 68.9 61.6

Table 1: 
Australian 
wool tested 
(‘000 Tonnes)

Table 2: Wool 
tested by State 
(‘000 Tonnes)

Table 3: Fine wool 
production by micron 
category (‘000 Tonnes)

Figure 2  
Change in Volume  
of Wool Tested

South Australia

Australia
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Phone +61 3 5442 4673 for your nearest stockist or visit
ausyarnco.com.au   /ausyarnco   @ausyarnco

Made in Wangaratta, Victoria
100% Superfine Merino Wool

11 womens designs using Aussie made yarns in Home Grown Fashion, book 37211 womens designs using Aussie made yarns in Home Grown Fashion, book 372

Support  
Australian made

something new.

spotlight. Craft workers are looking for 

range provides the perfect solution.

team produced a publication entitled 

and marketing campaign have been well 
received and sales are strong.

looking forward to continued growth 

partners into the future.

Phone +61 3 5442 4673 for your nearest stockist or visit
ausyarnco.com.au  /ausyarnco   @ausyarnco

Australian Yarn Company

150 YEARS
WE A R E W O O L

1870
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“We feel very honoured to win the Grand 
Champion Fleece award in the ASWGA 
Fleece Competition this year, considering 

Australia.

“It was fortunate that we had an excellent 
season here in Tasmania for growing wool.

“We would like to thank the sponsors 
Australian Council of Wool Exporters 
& Processors Inc, the judges, and 
everyone else who assisted in making this 
competition happen.

“Congratulations to all the other winners, 
and placegetters! 

 
 
 
 
 

Zoetis for sponsoring the regional awards.

committee for their assistance in arranging 

ASWGA Fleece Competition

Photo: Carol & Allan Phillips 

Photo: David & Katherine Picker  
with Remy, Henry & Luis

Photo: Murray Price, Daryl & Irene Croake Photo: Tony, Janet & Cam Gall

SCORE WINNERS

98.1

90s 98.1

80s 95.6

74s 93.7

70s 89.6

93.6

90.3

96.1

Mudgee 94.6

New England 91.4

98.1

85.9

FULL LIST OF WINNERS
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was a slight increase in entries over the 

almost a third of the competition entries. 

there is little evidence that variation in 

 

mean Score. 

NO  FLEECES  QUALITY SCORE  

1 8 26

2 3   7

3 2  11

4 Mudgee 4   9

5 New England 5   8

6 5  11

7 1 2

Table 2: Mean attribute scores for each ASWGA Region and overall. Bold blue cells are above the 
average for the attribute and tan cells are below the attribute mean, those unshaded coincide with 
the mean. The overall mean attribute scores are shown as a percentage of the maximum score 
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Ev
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Sc
or

e

Ra
nk

26 19.8 9.3 16.3 12.6 15.1 12.3 85.4 6

7 19.8 9.3 16.6 12.6 15.3 12.4 85.9 5

11 1

9 9.1 12.9 15.4 12.6 3

8 9.4 16.8 12.3 87.6 4

11 20.2 2

2 8.7 15.5 13 14.5 11.5 84.7 7

  YEAR  WINNERS

 Mudgee

 New England

 Mudgee

 New England

COMPETITION  
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2020-21

Class

1 1.4

3 4.0 2 3.0 5 6.2 11 13.9 13 18.3 7 6.5 7 12.3 3 4.6

15 20.3 15 22.7 17 21.2 44 55.7 18 25.4 25 23.4 16 28.1 6 9.2

40 54.1 29 43.9 29 36.2 22 27.8 22 31.0 59 55.1 19 33.3 24 36.9

16 21.6 19 28.8 29 36.2 2 2.5 17 23.9 15 14.0 15 26.3 32 49.2

100s 1 1.5 1 0.9

Table 4: Comparison of entries by Class over the last eight years. The blue highlighted cells indicate the dominant Class(es) for each year.

V
R

46
24

38
4ULTRAFINE MERINO

WOOL & CARCASS ASBVs
NON MULESED

Chris Cocker & Shelley Saunders
Barega, 507 Nile Road, Nile Tasmania 7212

www.baregamerino.com.au Sheep Genetics Flock No: 9256

Contact David & Susan Rowbottom, 185 Barkers Rd, St Helens, Vic.
Ph: (03) 5568 4253, Mob 0429 920 120
Email: rowensville@skymesh.com.au

Ultra Fine Merino Stud

Elite Ultra Fine
Average Micron 14.0

VR4610707

also contrasts with the previous season 

received the lowest proportion of that 

for improvement for underperforming 

weight required to gain maximum points 

near even distribution across the Classes in 

with 80s and 90s being the dominant 

due to the tough seasonal conditions 

this variation in annual variation of the 

be due to extensive variation in seasonal 
conditions experienced of late

John Ive “Talaheni”

Table 3: Correlation and Rank of the Score with each of the attributes judged.

Correlation 0.756 0.602 0.847 0.727 0.797 0.812

Rank 4 6 1 5 3 2
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AWI continues to work towards the ultimate goal of reducing reliance on mulesing by investing in projects
to improve overall sheep health and welfare, like the cutting-edge work on a flystrike vaccine. Since 2001,
AWI has invested $77 million into research and development that focuses on the lifetime welfare and
productivity of sheep, including $42 million on flystrike.

owner of

AWI invests in research, development, innovation and marketing activities along the global supply chain for Australian wool. AWI is grateful for its
funding, which is primarily provided by Australian woolgrowers through a wool levy and by the Australian Government which provides a matching
contribution for eligible R&D activities © 2021 Australian Wool Innovation Ltd. All rights reserved.GD4259

facebook.com/australianwoolinnovation

WOOL.COM | AWI HELPLINE 1800 070 099
twitter.com/woolinnovation
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sheep which resulted in disastrous  
effects to the land.

works were undertaken to reduce  
erosion and the silting of streams  
and water storage.

concerned about maintenance of previous 
works but the need for works not tackled. 

developing rabbit population in the 
granite hills and slopes and the spread of 
bent grass which posed a serious threat 

decline and land degradation.

implementation of Landcare activities in 

the Landcare Action Plan was a great 

the development of the proposed 
farming enterprise a specialist Agricultural 
Consultant was engaged to prepare a 

implemented including the location of 

and plantations and rabbit control.

the neighbour who had been leasing 

sheep could not be introduced onto the 

bacteria that could be in the soil to be 

to double fence the boundaries and 
plant trees as shelter belts to provide a 

for sowing new pasture which we mulched 

stock numbers were built up.

elevation of the farm at 530m there is 
consistent wind and the shelter belts act 

“Avington” - Sustainability 
can improve productivity
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preserve soil moisture resulting in the 
growth of more pasture.

later onset of the Autumn break bringing 
welcome rain and an earlier Summer which 
has reduced the Spring growing season 

further pasture improvement.

main input is lime as the granite soils 

establishment of pasture such as Phalaris (a 

species used along with Subterranean 

some of the smaller paddocks the lambing 

had produced better results. Paddocks 

shelter belts between them to provide 
protection for the sheep.

duration during lambing but for the rest 

periods being rotated through a group of 
paddocks with the paddocks being rested 

occur. Even when set stocking was used 20 

much healthier and productive soil.

is the reduction in the worm burden 
that can accumulate in paddocks. Since 

worms to deal with.

Merinos that had been bred do not require 

shearing crutching continues to maintain 

undertaken the average stocking rate 

implemented regenerative and sustainable 

 
been essential.

one of the few industries in the world that 

this applies right through all stages of the 

Sustainable practices are essential if 
farmers are to manage climate change 
and keep farming enterprises viable. 

expectations that are changing regarding 
the welfare of animals and the use of 

practices does not mean there should be 

farming outcomes.

 
Noel Henderson, Sidonia, Victoria 

www.avingtonmerino.com
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Contact an AWN teammember
by scanning the QR code or
go to awn.net/contact-us/
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greenhouse gas emissions.  I do not 

stuff but what I do understand is the call 
from our customers for moves towards 

supplement like Asparagopsis will help 

ourselves in a better position to answer 
our critics in relation to the environmental 
impact of wool production.

carbon neutral program and undertaken 

the longest trial period undertaken with 
livestock. Individual weight and condition 
score records were taken each month.

Pasture measurements were taken each 
month to estimate feed consumption.

 

were not sure there was a difference.   

and the pasture and grain consumed 

reducing the level of methane in wool 

as reduced feed intake.

scale up and take another step towards 

A greater understanding of fundamentals 

concept right these will be able to be 

be earned as a result of greenhouse gas 
mitigation.  Navigating this will be part of 

 
Simon Cameron 
“Kingston”, Tasmania

“Kingston” - Front Foot

part of the Asparagopsis trial

Photo: Trial sheep and their daily barley and Asparagopsis ration

Photo: Wool classer Evelyn Archer taking wool 
sample for analysis
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“Fern Hill”– Holistic Farming

became tormented with some questions. 

peer reviewed evidence which supports 
the notion that holistic or regenerative 
farming results in the sequestration of 

and converted into marketable carbon 
credits?

seed funding. Soils CRC has a number 

how to increase soil carbon and keep it 

this portfolio of research to ensure that all 

for sequestering soil carbon and building 
soil health.

rate of input of soil carbon and decrease 

presentation also discusses some of the 
limitations (i.e. there are limits to how much 

consequences and the requirement for 
widespread practice change to become 

consider.

 

landscape he manages continues to 

 

with the addition of sowing “improved” 
pastures to replace the rich mix of natives. 

 

which was spreading from the gullies and 

 

 
 

under traditional farming methods was 

unwinnable war.

frustration with the traditional responses to 

group now known as RCS1. Afterwards 

relevant to his regenerative endeavours 

course that brings together all elements of 
a farming business. It teaches fundamental 

attend additional professional courses to 
support their application of the principles 

THE APPLICATION

prepared his rough paddock plan to split 

After splitting 300 wooden posts and 

mobs from their set stocked paddocks 

cows and one mob of ewes and cows. 

periods as the mob was forced into areas 

compelling positive evidence was the 
emergence of grasses and legumes 

clover which had been sown decades 
before became evident. Native grasses 

grass and a host of other species could 
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Stuart observed there were several other 
management changes he has made 

decisions to match his stocking rate to 

BENEFITS

•

•

animals provide the fertiliser.

• Native and introduced pasture species 

•

can be seen penetrating down to a   
metre in depth. Earth worms and soil 
biota are thriving.

•

• No stock mineral supplements are   
used with the exception of an annual 
selenium vaccination.

•
and much more diverse.

Apart from being understocked after 

more wool than when managed under 

CONCLUSION

management regime (using sheep as a 

sequester huge amounts of carbon on their 

approach provides him with more control 

Cathy Hayne.

1

Australia – refer to advertisement in this
magazine and website link - https://www.
rcsaustralia.com.au/products/family-business/

2Maia Grazing is a software management tool
designed to plan grazing management. 
Referto advertisement in this magazine and 
websitelink - https://www.maiagrazing.com/

Photo: Mixed GrazingPhoto: Stuart Hutton Photo: Tree line

Photo: Farm Visit- Cathy Hayne & Mark Waters (ASWGA Councillors)
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“Keeping an entire age group for the 
lifetime under the same criteria can be 

 

and retaining the top performers can 
increase returns. According to a report 

 

selection decisions across Merino and 

worth the investment.”

who has collated data for studs across 

producers who are thinking about moving 

do not know where to start or think there 

help reduce transcription errors and save 

one or two measurements that will help 

or growth rates. Record the measurement 

superior performers and form the basis of 

how autosteering tractors in the cropping 

management.”

 

data on each individual ram and see if 
it was from a twin or single bearing ewe 
and sire to determine which animals are 

selection alongside the wool tests or 
visual assessments to lift the average 
performance of their mobs.”

 

 
of choice for Aussie Sheep producers.

actionable management data into the 

Mrs Parker commented that sheep 

popular farm management tool for sheep 

“More and more producers are seeing 

management tags to electronic tags 

better farm management decisions.”
 
** Project code: L.LSM.0011, prepared by: 
Hamish Dickson, AgriPartner Consulting Pty 
Ltd, date published: 10 May 2019, published 
by Meat and Livestock Australia Limited

Identify leaders and under-
performers in the flock
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Region provided the foundation for what 

cleanliness of the wool produced with 
most clips being cleaner than normal. 

It has been pleasing to see the wool 
market provide good resistance to the 

 

six months with a substantial difference 

their breeding programs focusing on  

Animal health continues to be front and 
centre in a lot of discussions around 

in the mix of the rhetoric around animal 
health and marketing angles.

membership no doubt will be looking 

Phillips on winning our regional section of 

thanks to Nutrien Ag for their support.

 

its birthplace. I would like to thank our 

 
 

contribution to the running of the 

representing us at Council level.

I would like to thank and congratulate 

maintained the work ethic of representing 
our whole membership group.  
 

 
Geoff Phillips 
Regional Chair

Ararat-Barunah 

Photo by Duncan Barber

Photo by Duncan Barber Photo by Rachel Loader Photo by Jack Loader
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lambs weighed well and Summer crops 

in the Autumn shorn clips than normal.

though. It started raining on the second 

ones struck even with chemical protection 

controlling worm eggs.

April saw a break to the season for the far 
east and some of the southern parts of the 

western parts of the area had to wait until 

 

and poor pasture growth leading into 

levels in the grass.

Spring shorn wool will not be as sound as 

united and going forward together. 

Regions.

Some Members in the area have seen 

micron wool.

• 

• 

 

 Rebecca Rowbottom.

• Average $1750 for a near total   

• 

 
 Ram and the Reserve March Shorn   

• 
 

assistance on Council.

stabilises to a level where it competes 
with prime lambs and beef cattle to create 

Bradley Venning 
Regional Chair

Hamilton

Photo: Fleece competition winners  
Bradley Venning (left) and Trevor Mibus (right)  
with President Danny Picker (centre)

Phpto: Back Row: William Kinghorne, Peter Mibus, Trevor Mibus, Everard Linke, Matthew Linke,  
Bill Crawford. Middle Row: Barry Kinghorne , David Rowbottom, Phon Seanin, Danny Picker, 
Bradley Venning, Jenny Crawford. Front Row: Marilyn Linke, Diane Kinghorne, Susan Rowbottom
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good a Spring we had had. Multiple births 

accreditation in the near future.

waves of moderate temperatures but 
punctuated with rain periods to ensure a 

sure the dollars stack up. A number of 
local growers had sourced ewes from as 

ewes with good skins on them were taxied 

with good pastures.

 

the last six months but the impact of low 
tensile strength on the clips have subdued 

micron premium has been experienced 

A special note should be given to local 

 

 

so we can all expect a damp shearing 

 
 
Neil Carey 
Regional Chair

Goulburn-Yass

Photos by Megan Picker
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growth but also weed growth. As with  

 

had to decrease their stock numbers for 

Most properties that have been sold have 

are still a big problem in our area with 
recent attacks occurring.

for their win in the Mudgee Region 2021 

and Mudgee Show.

 
1st place.

Nella Price is handing the position over 

dedication to the Mudgee Region has 

Murray Price 
Regional Chair

Mudgee

Photo: Robyn & Geoff Rayner with their  

Mudgee AGM L/R Paul Jones, Murray Price,  
Danny Picker, Geoff Rayner & Robyn Rayner
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Lambing in the Spring was excellent with 

Most lambs grew fast and developed 

productive drops ever.

the market has risen and again it is the 

clip was not up to usual standards with a 

have been excellent with increased wool 

fault is going to be a concern again due to 
long grass and low numbers.

who have sold sheep are being well paid. 

substantial reductions in sheep numbers. 

 
a little subdued although better than  

sale averages and ram clearances this  

framed broader wooled rams which is 

wool prices will stop these two trends.

great to gather after such a disrupted 

ensued following on from the earlier 
Council debate regarding mulesing. All 

thoughts emerged from this sensitive 

are large audit costs associated but if there 

and commitment.

Several members were participating in the 

rescheduled. Several growers from the 
New England region were disappointed in 

members frustrated.

those who had sat on various Committees 

welcomed the return of the Zegna 

issue of animal welfare is growing stronger 

 
 

 
 

 
the competition from recognised 
accreditation schemes in South Africa and 

with our competitors.

Congratulations in a less than ideal 
growing season.

 

reports are that we are seeing a great clip. 
 

 
 

 

 
Mark Waters 
New England Councillor

New England

 
was also the reserve grand champion Walcha 
show 2021

Photo: Kimberley Blake had grand champion 
 

show 2021

 
show 2021
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Record stock prices are still being paid for 

although this does make it expensive to 
purchase for restocking. I am unsure how 
long these high prices will remain but there 
is no sign of dropping at this stage.

 

breech and dags in both mulesed and 
 

management changes.

to more acceptable levels with strong 

encouraging to be informed that overseas 
Mills are still wishing to show their support 

successful event with the standard and 
number of entries in the New England 

An extended congratulations to Allan 
and Carol Phillips for their winning entries 
showcasing their ongoing passion for 

outstanding achievements of Simon 

Stewart” in producing multiple 1PP bales 

meeting with several guest speakers 

 

robust discussion on the current wool 
market and concerns regarding shearer 

and shed staff as we move into the future 
and the options we have available as 
producers to help improve this situation in 
partnership with other involved parties.

I would like to acknowledge the ongoing 

issues we are facing as wool producers. 

In closing I would like to acknowledge the 

 

Richard Gee 
Regional Chair

Tasmania

Photo:  (from back left): John Taylor, David Freney, Andrew Blanch, Michael Moore, Richard Gee, 
Luke Rapley, Carol Phillips, Simon Cameron, Vera Taylor. Front row: Rachel Bowler, Jimmy Manning, 
Lachlan West, Marie Boadle, Ann-Louise Cameron

Photo: Ian Thirkell-Johnston, Simon 
Cameron, John Taylor, Joan Gee, Richard 
Gee, Marie Boadle, Carol Phillips  
& Allan Phillips.
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Large numbers of surplus sheep have 

record sheep prices and a good season  
in progress.

Network Advantage marketing scheme 

but this did not continue in the original 

 
16th

 
was elected Regional Chairman and 

 

 
our wishes.

Roland Ritson 
Regional Chair

Western Region

Photo: Russell Meaton, Roland Ritson, Jim Pepper, Steve Squire, Rob Carter, Owen Snook & Heather Meaton
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weather now to get the lambs marked.

South Australia has had a fair last 12 

cuts around the State and good Summer 

Autumn which created its own problems. 

the ewes in good condition and had to 

pastoral districts that have not been as 

dip at times.

Prices have continued to be excellent for 

back at a reasonable level considering the 
situation the world is in.

more horses about. Most land sales are 
smaller blocks and seem to attract horse 

blocks with a reasonable house sell for $1 

for us traditionalists but a growing trend 

660 mm rainfall area and we shear about 

managed to get our micron down to 17.5 

 
months will see things settling down 

 

Nick Seager 
Regional Chair

South Australia
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vendors sold their rams well with a gross 

 
section was well supported and run  

 
 

 

Competition was also well supported  

 

of particular interest as well as the Prime 
Lamb competition. Sheep exhibits  
of over 200 sheep entries represented 23 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Inspire Ag who spoke on People Power 

on team leadership and Marius Cumming 
gave an overview of the current situation of 

showing the latest wool fashion trends 

known designers and retailers. A winter 
 

 
 

warm environment included menswear 

which have hampered shows all around 

and volunteers will enable the Show to 

Vera Taylor
  Photos by Vera Taylor

Campbell Town Show 
2020 and 2021

Photo: Most Valuable Fleece in Flock Section 
Rockford Pastoral

Photo: Jan Dineen design wedding dress in 
wool featured in the MAA Fashion Parade 2021
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including hot running water and an indoor 

of travelling the 140 km round trip each 

we would get to have the comforts most 

the running of the farm.

sale. Sharing our love of wool and working 

winning the Ermenegildo Zegna wool 

to show our sheep together ever since. 

show team and together with our children 
we have attended shows and sales all over 

sheep show to go to.

involved in the Mudgee Region of the 

raising our four children. I also do all the 

with running our stud.  I also prepare 
our ram catalogue for our sale as well as 

up and run all our social media pages as 

completed courses to enable me to keep 

I have given up working in the shearing 
shed.

Spending time with them and watching 
them grow is so special as is watching their 
love for sheep and wool grow and learning 

for them and teaching them to cook.

 

 

 
 

SUPERFINE WOMEN 

Robyn Rayner |“Pomanara”

Photo: Robyn 2006 Mudgee Show
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SUPERFINE WOMEN 

Margaret Smith |“Mulgowan”

such as inviting speakers from within the 

us.  I was later invited to attend a Master 

wool sales were still held there.

love the feel of wool and working with it to 

“Mulgowan” had been purchasing a mob 

stopped breeding.

and he sourced traditional wool sheep 

on our bodies.

levels over winter to improve the strength 
and handle of the wool.

of the best times of shearing to see the 

Clive and I have never regretted our 

experienced such satisfaction and feelings 
of accomplishment.

others in the wool processing chain are as 
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of the management of the two farms. She 
had earlier married a photographer with 

an infant and her mother had followed 

the properties “Karalta” (Indigenous for 

 
wool production.

simple thing for a woman to do but Mavis 
was refused on the grounds of her gender. 
She stood her ground and fought for 

excelled and people who remember her 
speak of her absolute commitment and 
courage when she encountered what we  

the norm in the 1950s.

Last week during shearing I watched the 
men and women working in the “Karalta” 
sheds. I pondered how impressed and 
proud Mavis would have been to see 

that she founded. Mavis pioneered women 
wool classers in Australia and we forever 
stand on her shoulders.

 

successful career as a public servant in 

farming. She discovered that she was not 

she wanted to contribute to the continued 

 
experience like her husband but she did 

statistics and research. She was also  
 

vast knowledge she was able to write 

master the electronic tag tools and data. 

the “Karalta” breeding program and she 

 

Photo: (left to right) Dakota Cordie (granddaughter), Sherrie Spielvogel and Melita Cordie (daughter).

SUPERFINE WOMEN 

Mavis & Sherrie Spielvogel | “Karalta”
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different from Scottish black face and 
Suffolk cross sheep.

help with the sheep. It was hard work and 
getting smaller and our production of 

different genetics to impact production.  
I am still working on it.

become a better place to live and without 

and harmful to all forms of life.

Shara & Jock Menzies,  
Winterbourne Pastoral Co.
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more expensive but lasts longer and looks 

that what we do helps others and our 
environment. It costs more to be green 
and that cost must be passed back to keep 
the balance.

snows here so I think of Scotland on those 

 

when lambing occurs is what determines 

the feed starts to grow and the newborn 

 
we all need.

birds sing and to see the stars at night. I 

 

we must bend to make things work but 
 

 
 
Jock Menzies 
Winterbourne Pastoral Co. NSW

Pictured above: Jock, Shara, Archie (14) and Henry (17)
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an Allotment he took up in the Parish of 

dwelling was used for the foundation of the 
tennis court at “Kooringa” in the 1920s.

there with Esther and their three children 

this dwelling still stands on this  

 

 
 

 
on that same block about 20 metres to  

believed this brick residence was designed 

 
retired to Ararat.

“Kooringa” with their four children 

In the 1950s he built two weatherboard 

on the same block as “Kooringa” and a 

Commission and 240 volt power. It 
replaced a 32 volt  generator that had 

“Kooringa”
 

Photo: Kooringa Farming partners Photo: Shearing at Kooringa  circ. 1910 with Thomas Lewis in the apron.
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been installed in the old woolshed in the 

concrete water tanks and switched from 
using a windmill to the use of pumps.

sale of stud rams.

to farm some of this land under a lease 

homestead and one hundred acres from 

 

 

 

 

them to have continuous access to feed. 

aim of ensuring the health of the sheep 

now trades as Nutrien Ag.

their own breeding stock of ewes founded 
on pure Rockbank bloodlines with stud 
ewes and rams from Rowensville. As part 
of their farming operation all sheep are 

 
 

www.ararat.vic.gov.au
 

 
No 194228.

Sale of wool, T Lewis to O’Beirne Bros,  
Barkly Street, Ararat. 23rd October 1886

Receipt from Dennys, Lascelles, Austin & Co, 
Geelong. 16th October 1888 for auction of 
wool for Thomas Lewis.

Kooringa Farm

Membership Receipt from 1971
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1969 outside Stanthorpe and started a 

time shearing occurred with the sheep 

the house to lock up stage.

place 2010.

working full time as a clerk at Riverina 

were welcomed at “Kirralin” to learn sheep 

for telling tall tales.

maintaining a strong interest in the wool 
production.

 
 

beloved roses.

OBITUARY

Claire Schnitzerling 

Photo: Claire in the woolshed Photo: Zegna comp - 2005 - 3rd place Photo: Ray & Claire with the Rosenthal Cup
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as being in private practice in Launceston. 

of the Registrars in training commented 
about how much more varied their training 

Regiment and took great pleasure in being 
able to drive an armoured personnel carrier 

renowned garden which surrounded the 
house and is celebrated in the painting in 

A View 
of the Artist’s house and garden

evolve and attract increasing numbers  
of visitors.

received several awards and continues 

developing alternative farm enterprises. 
 

continues to manage both farm and  

 

us ask for other than this evidence of a life 
well lived.

OBITUARY

Rodney Norman Westmore 

03 9371 2100

• Wool Testing
• Mid-side samples
• Yield & Micron
• Staple Length 
• Staple Strength

www.awta.com.au
1300 655 474

• Hay, pasture
• Silage, haylage
• Fodder, mixed feeds

www.feedtest.com.au

• Food, grain & feed quality
• Pesticide residues
• Mycotoxin analysis
• Heavy metal analysis
• Water, soil & fertilizer
• Plant tissue

1800 801 312
www.agrifood.com.au

For all  
your 
testing 
requirements...

Wool

Fodder

Food & Grain
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ASWGA Photographic 
Competition Winner– 2021

their lambs.

one side that was planted with Lombardi 
poplars in the 1960s as part of an erosion 

competition.

shade for the sheep and in Autumn there 

native to the area.

providing shade and shelter to the sheep.

Lyndsay Henderson
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A selection of entries in the 
2020-21 Photographic Competition

Photo by Duncan Barber

Photo by Duncan Barber

Photo by Penny Hartwich

Photo by Duncan Barber

Photo by Sophie Hartwich

Photo by Simon Cameron

Photo by Duncan Barber

Photo by Penny Hartwich

Photo by Penny Hartwich
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Photo by Vera Taylor

Photo by Andrew Blanch

Photo by Cameron Picker

Photo by Andrew Blanch

FLETCHER INTERNATIONAL EXPORTS

A fine reputation in wool
“Farm to Mill”

We supply high quality wool direct from farms to your mill

Contact: Gerald Webster, Ph: +61 2 6801 3151
gwebster@fletchint.com.au, www.fletchint.com.au
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James Rowe OAM
 

 

emphasised the importance of interactions 

the social elements involved managing 
agricultural production and natural 

bringing together diverse expertise.  

under the supervision of Prof Ron Leng 

a number of successful patent applications 
providing a valuable perspective on the 
process of commercialising research 

commitment to collaboration and working 

education requires input and expertise 

resulted from combining expertise and 

as a recognition of the people that he has 
worked with and those that have helped 
shape his career.

collaboration in his career was leading 
the Australian Sheep Cooperative 

working together was able to achieve 

achieve a coordinated approach was 

individual member had real expertise in 
their chosen area and that his role was to 
ensure that the team remained focussed 

was invaluable and helped shape the 
achievements of an outstanding team of 

who converted some big ideas into 

contributed to a wide range of sweeping 

researchers delivered research results 

in transforming the information available 

farm decisions in lamb reproduction for 

research in meat and meat processing.  

A huge wealth of reference information 
is still held on the archived Sheep CRC 
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the Sheep CRC is the cohort of 81 
postgraduate students who completed 
their degrees through research and 
training activities embedded in the 

educational resources still delivered 

with the Sheep CRC to provide direction 

 

 

Service includes:

Cooperative Research Centre for  
Sheep Industry Innovation (Sheep CRC)
•  

 
University of New England
• Professor of Animal Science  

•  

Research
• 
 Research Centres Association.

• 

• 

 of Agriculture.

• 

I commend readers to the reference 
material still available on the Sheep CRC 

CRC contributed to the Australian Sheep 

Contributed by  
Catherine Hayne
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Revealing wool’s  
biodegradable benefits

of farming.

was one of the organisers of the event and 
she had the foresight in September last 

six months later at the gathering to 

and at the gathering in March we dug 

holding it together was the wire. In 

 
was buried.”

consequences for the environment.

the demonstration to prove and showcase 

 

releasing valuable nutrients and carbon 

environment and does not contribute to 
microplastic pollution.

 
 

 
 

to safeguarding the environment on  

between wool growing and the local 

Landcare network and have planted trees 

award in 2000 to reward the wool growers 

unbeaten world record.

 

being buried in soil for six months, while holding in her other hand the polyester jumper that has 
not biodegraded at all.
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A Short History of the World 
According to Sheep,

‘have shaped 
the course of human history’.

but even a brief glimpse at her book is 
enough to convince the reader of the 

obvious great events and historical 

also the surprising snippets of information 
that show how the tendrils of wool have 

how knitting was important for morale in 

how the language of sheep farming has 

Country Living 

have come to represent the meek and 

author brings a delicious sense of humour 

to her topic and invites the reader to 

considering the impact of sheep and wool 

A Short History of 
the World According to Sheep is how 

general.

BOOK OF INTEREST: 

A Short History of the  
World According to Sheep 

ASWGA LIMITED EDITION  
ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA  
TIES & SCARVES

Available from ASWGA Office

Contact Melissa Mulley | Ph: (03) 9311 0271
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how we can better understand and 

good sense that we incorporate the 
measurement of the condition of this 
important business asset into our  

 

capital accounting approach for 11 case 

Natural capital accounting is a new 

farm business performance has been 

and practical to now include natural capital 
measures.

had a farm assessment undertaken 

was collected from a satellite using a 
commercial program.

A detailed report was prepared for each 
farm which assessed the natural capital 

Carbon Storage and undertook a detailed 

groundcover assessments were  

monitoring program.

 

and landscapes and were considered as 

case studies were as follows. It is important 
to note that a negative number indicates a 
removal of CO2 from the atmosphere.

 
 

 

     sequestration calculated using 

2 emissions and 

 

new business opportunities for those 

conscious brands and consumers and to a 
range of organisations who are seeking to 

 
Mark Gardner 

 
 

mark.gardner@vbs.net.au. 
www.vbs.net.au
 
Acknowledgement: 
This project was funded by Australian Wool 
Innovation and represents one of a series of 
case studies on Natural Capital on commercial 
wool growing properties. The authors would 
like to thank Mr Angus Ireland and Mr Sam 
Ropert from Australian Wool Innovation 
for their assistance. We would also like to 
acknowledge and thank Dr Steve Wiedemann, 
Integrity Ag and Environment, for his technical 
review and input. Vanguard appreciates its 
professional partnership with Integrated 
Futures who completed the technical analysis 
for this project.

A new perspective to farm profit

715 to 9067 2517

0.21 to 5.55 1.43

0.06

21.3 to 67.8 29.9

Photo: Grazing sheep New England
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management plan. In the interim pain relief 

trialing is the liquid nitrogen mulesing 
option where the excess breach skin is 

nitrogen applicator. It causes less pain and 

Strong progress has been made in the 

there are now multiple forms of pain 

reduces the stress on the lambs and the 

shows available registered pain relief 
products that can be used in lambs in New 

Numnuts® is a device released in 

used for either castration or tail docking.

pain relief for sheep undergoing surgical 
mulesing or offering pain relief on its own 

docking or dehorning.

Alexandra Stephens

Pain relief:

NAME
ACTIVE VETERINARY 

PRESCRIPTION WHP IT BE USEFUL

Lignocaine (fast acting pain 

wound providing antiseptic 
and local anaethetic

No
90 

Meloxicam out between the molar 
teeth and cheek.

10 
no matter which tail docking or 

castration method used.

Meloxicam
admininstered prior to being in 

the cradle.

11 
no matter which tail docking or 

castration method used.

Lignocaine
tail ring is applied using 

using applicator providing 
anaesthetic to the 

0 Numnuts applicator to 

and tail rings.
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Garments Of Integrity

Kingston Farm
Northern Midlands
Tasmania

VR4701797
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ABN:  41 338 467 905

Telephone:  (03) 9311 0271 E-mail:  aswga@woolindustries.org Facsimile:  (03) 9311 0138

:

TRADING NAME

ABN please

FULL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION :
Base Annual Subscription (GST Inclusive)
Number of Superfine Bales (19.5 microns and finer) in your last clip
Bale Levy @ $2 per Bale (GST Inclusive) up to a maximum of 300 bales
Region Levy (GST Inclusive) (If Applicable)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION
Associate Member (GST Inclusive)

AWTA AUTHORITY - I CONSENT TO AWTA RELEASING MY TEST DATA TO ASWGA - Yes/No

MEMBER RECORD Signature:____________________________
Nominee who is to receive correspondence:

TITLE (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr)
NOMINEE'S NAME
PARTNER'S NAME
TRADING NAME
PROPERTY NAME
ADDRESS (line 1)
         ""      (line 2)
         ""      (line 3)
         ""      (line 4)
ASWGA REGION
MEMBERSHIP TYPE
AREA CODE (Phone)
PHONE
FAX
MOBILE
E-MAIL
WOOL BRAND
SELLING CENTRE
BROKER

ANNUAL SURVEY INFORMATION: (Not Required if Associate Member)

How many sheep do you have in your Superfine flock (19.5 microns and finer) at 30 June 20 ?
How many Superfine ewes have you joined to Superfine rams at last joining?
Please indicate your seasonal conditions as Good/Average/Poor
Please estimate this year's (July 20  to June 20 ) Superfine clip in bales
What is your Average Fibre Diameter?
What is the Fibre Diameter of your Finest line?
What is the Fibre Diameter of your Strongest line?

Your Signature & Date Please:
EFT payment is preferred - Please quote your member number when paying (see top of this page)
National Australia Bank -  BSB: 083 091  Acct: 5151 69630 

THE AUSTRALIAN SUPERFINE WOOL GROWERS' ASSOCIATION INC

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  & MEMBER UPDATE, 1/7/20  - 30/06/20
RECIPIENT CREATED TAX INVOICE

Please ensure that all shaded areas are completed and personal details are checked for errors.

Wool House, Unit 9, 42-46 Vella Drive, Sunshine West  Vic  3020

$100.00

$

PRIVACY POLICY - I CONSENT TO THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION TO THIRD PARTIES - Yes/No

TOTAL AMOUNT

$

$265.00

Please tick if you require a receipt
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