
 

A Life’s Passion 

Ross Tully OAM 
Ross Tully of formally of Girrakool, Armidale worked in the wool 
industry and as a superfine wool grower for most of his life 
culminating in meeting Her Royal Highness, Princess Margaret, to 
accept the Lumb’s Golden Bale Award in 1981.  A founding 
member of the ASWGA in the New England region, Ross was 
involved with ASWGA as a grower until 2007, when he was 
awarded Honorary Life membership of the Australian Superfine 
Wool Growers Association. 

He commenced with the Commonwealth Wool & Produce 
Company in Sydney in 1938.  He was a “penciller” for the chief 
wool auctioneer and valuer, graduating to lotting of the wool and 
valuing.  He was in charge of the XB Stars and dealing with wool 
not sold.  XB Stars were a cross between Australian Merinos and 
British Downs breeds.  Any cross with a micron between about 20 
and as broad as the hair on a cats tail, about 36 microns.  It was 

also his responsibility to read through to Head Office how the sale catalogue was to be printed.  
All this was great experience, it was a good job and these were not easy to obtain, the country 
was getting over the Depression. 

At Auction, pre-war, the bids were in pennies or farthings and one was lucky to get a penny 
advance.  In 1939 when World War II commenced, The Australian Government purchased the 
entire wool clip.  Wool brokers represented the growers and continued preparing clips for 
appraisal.  Each bale was assessed on fibre diameter, length of staple, style, colour, foreign 
matter, yolk and obvious faults, like tenderness.  Depending on the specific wool type, the 
wool was appraised by two wool buyers and one broker representative, then the final price to 
the grower was decided. 

Ross had to be conversant in over 600 types, encompassing greasy wool, scoured wool, 
carbonised wool, fell mongered wool, and dead wool.  There were not many people in Australia 
who had the advantage of this knowledge.  It was called a reserved occupation and, as a 
consequence, Ross was unable to join the Armed Forces until later in the war.  When things got 
desperate in 1941, both Ross and his future wife, Peg, served in Australia, New Guinea and 
Morotai and Ross also served in Borneo.  

Ross and Peg (Coventry) were married in 1947 and had 4 children, 14 grandchildren and 17 great 
grandchildren.  After retiring in 1980, Ross and Peg split their property, Girrakool, amongst 
their 4 children.  Ross became a consultant for a wool firm in New England which gave him time 
for hands on advice and encouragement to many growers who sought his opinion. 

His active roles in wool growing, buying, classing and judging were contributing factors to Ross 
being awarded an Order of Australia Medal in 2006 for services to the wool industry and to the 
community of Armidale. 

Ross was also active with the CSIRO, TAFE, Salvation Army, Show Society, Wool Expo, Bushfire 
Brigade and local nursing homes over many years. 

Ross Tully passed away peacefully on the 22 January 2018. 

He will be missed by the wool industry, his community and his family. 
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