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Australian Wool Innovation
On-farm tools for woolgrowers

www.wool.com | AWI Helpline 1800 070 099
Disclaimer: Whilst Australian Wool Innovation Limited and its employees, offi cers and contractors and any contributor to this material (“us” or “we”) have used reasonable 
efforts to ensure that the information contained in this material is correct and current at the time of its publication, it is your responsibility to confi rm its accuracy, reliability, 
suitability, currency and completeness for use for your purposes. To the extent permitted by law, we exclude all conditions, warranties, guarantees, terms and obligations 
expressed, implied or imposed by law or otherwise relating to the information contained in this material or your use of it and will have no liability to you, however arising 
and under any cause of action or theory of liability, in respect of any loss or damage (including indirect, special or consequential loss or damage, loss of profi t or loss of 
business opportunity), arising out of or in connection with this material or your use of it. GD1213

Get involved in key initiatives such as:
• Join an AWI-funded Lifetime Ewe Management group to lift production - www.wool.com/ltem
• Join your state’s AWI extension network - www.wool.com/networks
• Benchmark your genetic progress with MERINOSELECT - www.wool.com/merinoselect
• Reducing wild dog predation through coordinated action - www.wool.com/wilddogs
• Training shearers and woolhandlers - www.wool.com/shearertraining
• Enhanced worm control through planning - www.wool.com/wormboss
• Getting up to scratch with lice control - www.wool.com/lice
• Flystrike protection and prevention - www.wool.com/fl ystrike
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John Taylor  
President - ASWGA

mESSagE frOm ThE PrESidENT

The recent lift  
in wool prices has 

led to some renewed 
optimism amongst 

woolgrowers in general  
and superfine wool growers in particular.

There have been substantial rises for growers and 
increasing premiums for special superfine and 
ultrafine lots. Italian processors are becoming 
increasingly concerned about the looming shortage of 
these wools.

Although these prices are encouraging there is still a 
need for them to be sustained and increased to keep 
superfine woolgrowers viable.

The Ermenegildo Zegna Fleece Competition received 
a tremendous boost this year with a revamping of the 
unprotected section rules to allow more entries for 
members and to be paid for their fleeces as they are 
for the Vellus Aureum.

Paolo Zegna’s most generous initiative to reward  
our Association a substantial figure for each multiple 
of 50 fleeces entered resulted in an outstanding 
display with numbers exceeding 150 entries. The 
awards for 2015 were presented to the winners at 
a special dinner at the new Ermenegildo Zegna 
premises in Melbourne.

This year’s ASWGA Fleece Competition awards were 
run in Melbourne with the help of AWN and judged by 
Kelvin Shelley and Jason Rothe.

A good number of excellent quality fleeces were 
exhibited.

Awards for this competition were presented to the 
winners at the annual Dinner/Seminar in Armidale. 
ASWGA is most appreciative of the sponsorship and 
support received from Australian Country Spinners, 
Roberts Ltd and AWN to help run this competition.

This years Dinner/Seminar was successfully run 
in Armidale with the help of the New England 
Committee.

There was a good line up of speakers and positive 
feed back from those who attended. This event was 
also very well reported by the rural press.

ASWGA continues to have close contact with industry 
bodies and appreciates the ongoing support and input 
on industry issues from AWI, AWEX and  AWTA.

The ASWGA knitwear project KnitExtra,  received 
funding from AWI last year. This program will 
highlight the possibilities for fine crimping wool 
focusing on it’s special characteristics and potential 
use in light weight knitwear. Suitable bales of 
superfine wool were supplied by members, we look 
forward to the results of this project.

There have been a number of very comprehensive 
submissions made to Government during the last 12 
months.

A detailed submission to the Agricultural 
Competitiveness Green and White Paper and to the 
Senate inquiry into Agricultural Levies was compiled 
by Executive members. Other submissions include 
input into the AWEX review of Code of Practice and 
Appraisal Guidelines and the AWI Wool Selling 
Review.

The finances of the ASWGA continue to be a real 
concern mainly because of lower membership and 
bale levies. Following communications with the  AWIS 
Chairman a meeting was held with AWIS staff to 
better understand AWIS services and look at ways 
to save costs. An Executive report was prepared 
following this meeting to put before Council.

The ASWGA has reinstated a Production and Market 
Report for circulation to our mill members. These 
reports along with graphs and charts outline seasonal 
conditions and wool production volumes in each 
micron category.

It is hoped this information will be useful for potential 
buyers and processors to better understand the 
current changing profile of the Australian wool clip.

The establishment of a QA/animal welfare 
certification system by New England Wool under the 
SustainaWOOL Integrity Scheme brand has been 
a positive initiative for the superfine wool industry 
and fills the requirement increasingly requested by 
overseas processors, retailers and consumers.

Grower members are encouraged to seriously look at 
this alternative so they can comply with the growing 
demand to fill special overseas orders.

The ASWGA Business Development Working Group 
has met a number of times during the year.

Issues discussed at the most recent meetings 
include the viability of superfine wool, woolclassing 
standards, QA, and falling membership. Other items 
discussed include the web site, the KnitExtra project, 
and topics such as superfine definition and curvature/
definition and also a review of the AWIS work load.

In August and September we travelled to Europe via 
Egypt visiting mill member Goldentex and then visited 
mills in England and Scotland.

Visits to Premiere Vision and Milano Unica Trade Fairs 
provided a good opportunity to meet with key industry 
representatives.

A meeting was also held in Nuremberg with The 
Sudwolle Group Directors discussing the unique 
characteristics of superfine wool and other  industry 
issues.

There were two mill visits in Turkey which included 
the ASWGA mill member Altinyildiz prior to our return 
to Australia.
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Saturday 23rd August 2014
Goldentex Cairo

The Goldentex Company is part of the Arafa Holding, a 
significant player in textiles in Egypt.

L/R: New CEO Nader El Aaser, Vera Taylor, John Taylor 
and former CEO Yasser Abadir

Yasser Abadir (former CEO) met us and introduced us to 
the new CEO Nader El Aaser.

We discussed the lack of profitability of finer crimping 
superfine wool and stressed that this characteristic was 
still important.

We were given a tour of the dyeing, spinning, weaving 
and finishing sections of the mill.

We saw state of the art processing machinery most of it 
of German manufacture.

We then visited their high tech. lab and saw special 
machines for testing fabric for enabling strict quality 
control.

They were proud of their high calibre , expertise and 
loyalty of staff many of whom had been part of the 
Company for 20 to 30 years.

GoldenTex Fabric swatches 

We also visited their ready to wear factory and were 
shown computer programmes cutting of fabric to be 
made into jackets, trousers, coats and suiting.

Apart from their own brands they also make up for well 
known brands such as Cerruti and Armani.

Goldentex is also anxious to pursue a joint venture 
project with one of the leading brand names. This would 
allow expansion, and allow a prospective partner , 
cheaper labour costs.

The company produce 3million cubic metres of fabric 
per year and also have a large production of cotton 
shirts, Ermenegildo Zegna being a major client.

EurOPE TOur 2014

We were most grateful for the help given by The 
Woolmark Company staff during our trip.

We have met with members in Tasmania, Hamilton, 
Ararat/Barunah, Albury/Wodonga, Goulburn/Yass, 
Mudgee and New England Regions.

It was a good opportunity to meet with the members 
in each region and present a report on ASWGA 
activities and the overseas visit to Europe.

The continuing reduction in sheep numbers highlights 
the ongoing decline in wool production in Australia.  
Merino ewe numbers are now dropping by 2 million 
per year with the current ewe numbers around 
26 million head. It is predicted that if this trend 
continues that by 2017/18 50% of merino ewes will be 
joined to non merino sires.

This is a sobering statistic for all woolgrowers.

The ongoing support of our sponsors AWEX, AWTA, 
Schute Bell, Landmark, AWN, H.Dawson, Australian 

Country Spinners and Roberts Ltd is very much 
appreciated.

AWI and The Woolmark Company have continued to 
assist us during the year.

I would specially like to thank our Secretary Melissa 
Mulley, Bianca Heaney our Financial Controller and 
Public Officer Dr. Peter Morgan for their contribution 
to the Association, I also wish to thank the Executive, 
Members of Council and all sub committees for their 
support during the past year.

I would like to welcome our incoming President 
Simon Cameron. Simon is a passionate superfine 
woolgrower from Tasmania with a business 
background. His wide experience will be a great asset 
to ASWGA.

John Taylor 
President - ASWGA

mESSagE frOm ThE PrESidENT Cont.
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Tuesday 26th August 2014
In Huddersfield, UK we met with Malcolm Campbell 
owner of Retail and Textile. We discussed the changing 
Australian wool clip and explained that finer crimping 
wools were of no importance to Chinese wool buyers, 
only the micron. Malcolm agrees crimp is still important.

He emphasised that superfine wool should be targeting 
the luxury market.  He had been advising Goldentex and 
urged them to aim for an up market image using wool 
from ASWGA growers.

Malcolm also updated us on his tartan tweed fabric 
which were being used in luxury carpets and curtains.

Malcolm was still very enthusiastic and felt with proper 
marketing there is still a place for superfine wool.

Tuesday 26th August 2014
Abraham Moon and Sons Limited UK 

Kevin Cockerham with John Taylor and Lloyd Almond 

We met with John Walsh Managing Director and shown 
the mill by Kevin Cockerham Production Director. They 
concentrate on woollen home and fashion accessories 
including throws, cushions, baby blankets and scarves.

This mill was established in 1837 and one of the few 
vertically integrated mills left in the UK. They purchase 
wool from New Zealand and South Africa 21 to 28 
micron. The broader end for home furnishings and the 
finer end for apparel They have state of the art spinning 
machines mainly German Dornier.

They have been so successful they have expanded their 
factory, 60% of their production goes for export.

Wednesday 27th August 2014   
Moxon 

Firas Chamsi-Pasha and John Taylor 

We met Firas Chamsi-Pasha owner of Yew Tree Mills and 
discussed the Moxon operation. They deal exclusively 
with the very rich and provide high quality cloth using 
very old machinery.

Firas insists the processing of the high quality fabric can 
only be achieved by extending the period of processing 
to allow the natural wool fibre to relax between different 
processors to achieve its optimum potential.

We were shown the Moxon show room and told the 
long history of the Company which began as a cottage 
industry in 1556.

He explained they now deal with the rarest of fibres 
and produce the rarest designs and blends of exotic 
materials such as gold thread incorporated into the fine 
worsted fabric.

Moxon produce some of, if not the finest fabric down to 
130 grams per metre. They only produce 500 pieces a 
year. They also have a special arrangement to source 
Mongolian cashmere said to be superior to all other 
cashmere and is extremely fine.

Wednesday 27th August 2014
Bower Roebuck and Company Limited

Roland Hall with John Taylor 

We met with Ronald Hall Managing Director.

The Company is owned by Scabal and produce 30% of 
their production for the parent company. The parent 
Company is based in Brussells. Bower Roebuck moved 
to UK in 1973 to secure a position to produce English 
cloth.

The Huddersfield region is renowned for producing high 
class cloth because of its soft water and easy access to 
local commission finishing.

In 2002 the mill was inundated with a huge flood which 
meant 4 million pounds worth of new machinery was 
required. 90-95% of production is superfine fabrics 
ranging from 100’s to 180’s. A secondary brand Saville 
Clifford uses less fine but more robust fabric and is not 
so exclusive.

Production totals 120 tons per year and over 50 tons is 
held on the premises.  

EurOPE TOur 2014 Cont.
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They employ 73 people and work two shifts daily. Most 
of their product is top dyed which ensures a consistent 
product.

We discussed the current state of the wool industry, 
I left a folder outlining superfine production. They 
indicated they would be exhibiting at Milano Unica in 
September.

Thursday 28th August 2014
W.T.Johnson  (Finishers)

Met with Paul Johnson and Allan Dolley.  Paul reported 
that there had been up to 20% increase in processing of 
worsted fabric, the majority for luxury suiting material. 
They agreed that this business was cyclical.

A big percentage of their business is home furnishing 
which is predominantly wool.

We discussed traceability and the origins of product 
along with a story which is now becoming increasingly 
important. We also discussed Chinese consumer 
preference for Italian and English cloth and brands. 
They emphasised the continue swing to casual wear.

Thursday 28th August 2014
Taylor and Lodge (Once part of Bulmer and Lumb)

Ed and Bill Waterhouse of Taylor and Lodge and Bulmer 
and Lumb with John Taylor 

We discussed their new membership of ASWGA with Ed 
Waterhouse.  Taylor and Lodge has now been bought by 
Shandong Ruyi, and as manager he has insisted that the 
company maintain high quality standards.

The Company has invested in new machinery and 
because of their close relationship with China has 
opened up the biggest market in the world.

Friday 29th August 2014
Luxury Fabrics

Met with David Galimore Managing Director and 
discussed the superfine wool industry, they have no 
concept of prices paid to growers and about some of the 
special characteristics such as fine crimp.

He told us that there has been little increase in the price 
of yarn they buy and said that spinners were very busy.  
He said there had been an increase in worsted fabric 
processing up 15% from 2013.

Because of the drop in the production of mohair the 
company is now using 100% superfine wool 19.5 micron 
and below, they buy mostly from Sudwolle and process 
up to 110 tons per year.  Appleton is another local 
merchant they use.  This company holds the biggest 
supply of yarn in the UK.

David Ogilvie with John Taylor 

Reid & Taylor is another of their companies under the 
SIL Group which is the biggest producer of worsted 
fabric in the UK.

They recently established a new traditional suiting fabric 
utilising a special two yarn twist.  This fabric will be sold 
under a new label Standeven and will be available at 
trade fairs and to tailors.

Finishing is done by another of their companies Roberts 
at Keighley. They also use Gold Woolmark to promote 
worsted fabric.

Minova Limited

Ben Jones with John Taylor 

Met Ben Jones luxury brands development Manager.

This company is the UK branch of the parent company 
Dormeuil. All their production is done on a commission basis.

Pennine Weavers produce 80% of their fabric and 
W.T.Johnson does their finishing.

80% of production is for Dormeuil for markets in Japan, 
Middle East and UK. Their worsted business is up 25% 
on 2013.

They are expanding their premises in response to 
continued new sales and hold a huge range of stock.

The best worsted seller is 18.5 micron, 290-300 grams 
per metre Miyuki the Japanese firm is a share holder.

Monday 2nd September 2014
Johnstons of Elgin Hawick Scotland

Met Graham Wilson who told us light weight scarves are 
in demand particularly in superfine merino. Cashmere 
makes up to 80% of their jumpers and there is a small 
market for lambs wool. There is also increasing demand 
for tweed in a range of 240 grams per metre to 400 
grams per metre in wool, cashmere and blends.  
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There has been increasing demand in worsted fabric and 
light weight merino.

Johnstons has big business in accessories selling 45,000 
units per week globally.

Tom Thomson in Elgin is in charge of sourcing fibre, 
the current price of cashmere is US$125per kg which is 
purchased from China.

Pringle Hawick Scotland

We were met by Colin Anderson Director of 
Manufacturing and Procurement and Alan Godfrey 
Senior Knitwear Manager.

Pringle manufacture all over the world, high quality is 
number one. Fine wool sweaters are being produced in 
finer and finer microns.

The percentage breakup in production is 30% knitted 
and 40% woven, cashmere is their biggest market and 
accessories are very important.

They suggested Merino wool needs to be better 
managed and the price should be negotiated directly 
with key processor brands in China and Italy. The price 
should be based on being a luxury fibre.

They explained that Pringle is now owned by the Chinese 
firm Fang Brothers Knitting Limited.

Tuesday 3rd September 2014
Holland & Sherry Peebles Scotland

Met Sarah Clare Merchandise Director and Richard 
Chambers Design Director.

Fine wool fabric is still the main part of their business in 
the 15 to 21 micron range.

They stress customers should be educated about the 
extra qualities of superfine wool. Savile Row suits in 17 
micron sell from 3,000 to 4,000 pounds and the finer 
microns between 6 and 7,000 pounds.

Holland & Sherry are now owned by the US based firm 
English American. They still have processing in Chile 
most of this production goes to Clissold another of the 
companies they own.

Holland & Sherry use Clissold as a weaver and also buy 
from spinners. They prefer to buy yarn from the  Italian 
spinners. They have considerable stock of worsted fabric 
on hand and supply Savile Row, Italy and the USA.

Wednesday 3rd September 2014
Anderson & Sheppard Savile Row London

We met with Anda Rowland, the owner and her assistant 
Audie. We discussed industry issues and the Campaign 
for Wool.

Apart from worsted fabric they sell knitwear and 
accessories. They highlighted the companies they deal 
with such as William Locke at Peebles, Lockhaven, 
Johnstons of Elgin and Marion Fold who produces the 
ultimate wool jumper in a bulky knit.

They also source cashmere from Italy and Ireland.

We showed them the Australian Country Spinners 
superfine knitting wool and they were very impressed.

They told us that 20% wool and cashmere blend does not 
perform ( particularly when washed).

They suggested Woolmark cloth needs to be traceable.

They also spoke of the GQ promotion featuring 
celebrities dressed in worsted fabric suits.

Woollens seem to present the best opportunities for 
collaboration for ASWGA.

Thursday 4th September
Henry Poole Savile Row London

Met with Anthony Rowland and Keith Levett. They 
use wool locks for use in  livery uniforms to fill piping 
around the pockets and shoulders. They were producing 
new coats for footmen etc. Some of these original 
uniforms were over 100 years old and still in use. They 
manufacture uniforms for the Royal Mews and the Royal 
Household.

We discussed the difficulties of tailoring very fine cloth, 
often it had to be cut differently to best express the 
tailors skill.

Much of the production of tailoring is the same as used 
in the 1860’s and is robust and has good longevity. 

The company’s ethic was a quiet and subtle approach 
and is flexible to the client’s need.

Thursday 4th September
Holland & Sherry Saville Row London

John Taylor, Lindsay Taylor with Nicholas Guildbaud

Met with Lindsay Taylor, Group Sales Director and 
Nicholas Guildbaud, Sales Director.

Their top range worsted fabric was 14.5 micron super 
220’s sold under the Masterpiece Gold brand. They also 
produce super 180’s.

Wool is sourced from Australia, New Zealand and 
Argentina.

They stressed the need to better inform the younger 
generation about the benefits of wool.

Friday 5th September
Woolmark International Somerset House London

We met with Rebecca Kelley Country Manager UK.

I explained the wool situation in Australia and the 
dominance of China. I also explained there are no longer 
feature specialty sales for superfine wool and that there 
were only three major wool selling centres.
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Rebecca explained that Zegna Baruffa was still 
supplying high quality top and yarn to UK firms. 
Johnstons of Elgin were moving into bigger volumes 
of worsted fabric and looking for a position between 
cashmere and lambs wool.

Dormeuil (UK) Savile Row London

Met with Patrick Bunting head of UK sales. We 
discussed exhibiting at Premiere Vision in Paris 
and the difficulties of companies to commit to make 
appointments. Dormeuil would be at stand 6.

Patrick said that UK is suffering at the top end, they only 
have 4 people working on the premises. 80% of their 
business is worsted fabric and there is a swing toward 
the vintage and heritage look.

They have an office in China. Japan is their better 
market. Myuki is still a partner and a share holder.

Gieves & Hawkes Saville Row London

Met Simon Baker Director of Marketing . They were 
upgrading their premises. He told us that they now have 
100 outlets in China. He told us that English and Royal 
connections in fabric are much sought after in China.

The London business produces 350 suits a year. There is 
also some ready to wear, casual and made to measure 
business, 90% is wool.

They still specialise in naval and military uniforms and 
have three Royal warrants. Uniforms for the Queen’s 
Bodyguard are also housed there.

They cater for the very rich in Europe, China, Middle 
East and the USA. They have some association with 
Woolmark Gold.

Tuesday September 9th and 10th
Milano Unica Milan Italy

We attended Milano Unica  and met with the Woolmark 
representatives who had been most helpful and also 
met a woolgrower group from Australia.

We visited various booths including Bower Roebuck 
where we met Ronald Hall and William Halstead’s 
Managing Director, Mathew Simpson. We also visited 
Drago where we met Stefano Gremmo Production 
Manager. 

He was receptive to our explanation of the changing 
wool clip in Australia.

 

Francesca Botto Paolo with John Taylor 

Met with Francesca Botto Paolo from Reda and also his 
son Alberto. He has a wool growing property in New 
Zealand.

Peter Ackroyd, Jean-Baptiste Rabouan, Dominic Dormeuil 
- President

We discussed Reda promotion for their 150 year 
celebration.  They are one of the few companies paying a 
premium for superfine wool.

Met with Dominic Dormeuil. He was more pessimistic 
about the financial health of the fabric trade. He made 
three key points:

1. Many processing mills have gone out of business.

2. There have been worldwide closures including a big 
reduction in Italy.

3. There has been a big reduction in stocks since the 
GFC  (Global Financial Crisis).  

He suggested the market in the USA was good but not in 
Europe and China.

Following Milano Unica we travelled into the city to a 
fashion display at Corso Como. Top designers for the 
last five years presented their garments sponsored by 
Woolmark.

Monday 15th September 2014
Sudwolle GMBH and Co. 

We had a long and interesting meeting with the Sudwolle 
group at their main office. Met with Michel Maestio 
Director of Yarn in Motion, Tobias Heislbetz Purchasing 
Department and Klaus Steger Managing Director.

We discussed their global operation. Much of their 
processing is still done in China but increasingly more 
in Poland and Romania. Costs of production are rising in 
China so they are looking for alternatives.

They attend many fabric fairs. Demand has increased on 
last year but is not equal to a few years ago.

There is less worsted demand and more emphasis on 
the casual and outdoor market. Demand for worsted 
fabric is still however the biggest part of their business 
which totals 20 million kg.

Half their production is now in Europe and half in China. 
35% of their production is in worsted suiting. Next to 
skin wear is increasing and outdoor fabric now amounts 
to 3.4 million kilograms. People are becoming more 
aware of the properties of wool, absorption of moisture 
and odour as well as finer softer characteristics.  Socks 
is a growing market.

Technical developments in the use of fabric for uniforms 
and also for upholstery in airlines, buses, trains and the 
automotive industry is a real growth market.



We do more!

Since 1999 we have worked with Australia’s best 
superfine wool growers to develop countless wool 
supply programs that deliver genuine value.

Today we continue to do more.

Australian wool broker with its own knitwear  
 manufacturing plant

Taking our clients wool from bale to retail; 
 - Visione - MerinoSnug

Extensive range of wool marketing solutions;  
 - auction - forward contracts - direct to mill 
 - specialty programs

Network of strategic alliances;  
 -  growers - exporters - top makers - spinners  
 - weavers - retailers - consumers

Clip specific wool preparation advice to maximise  
 your returns

Livestock; 
 - sheep classing - ram selection

www.woolnetwork.com.au

-

At Australian Wool 
Network we believe 
there is more to 
marketing your wool 
than just selling it at 
auction. 

“MerinoSnug – now 
brought to you by AWN 
and Australia’s leading 
wool growers.”

Want more? Contact your 
local AWN Wool Specialist 
or SCAN HERE.

www.merinosnug.com.au

VR2216799
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The company employs 22,000 people and was 
established in the 20th century and is still family 
owned. Up until 10 years ago it dealt in 100% pure 
wool production. Total volume of wool yarn in 2014 was 
6.5million kilograms.

We discussed the issue of fine crimp which had never 
been raised with them previously. They are interested to 
find out it’s importance.

They raised the issue of the “loss of length” in the 
top in the finer microns during  the  dyeing process. 
They speculated that the finer micron wools with extra 
elasticity will help to solve this problem in the spinning 
process.

The company buys 20,000 tons of greasy wool annually.  
They wish to source fine crimp and bold crimp 17 micron 
wool possibly through Schneider for a trial to compare 
the difference of the two types.

They source a significant volume of wool from New 
Zealand who have managed to convince them of their 
higher animal welfare status.

Tuesday16th and Wednesday 17th September
Premiere Vision Paris

We travelled to Premiere Vision. There were extensive 
hall displays with over 40,000 people attending over 
three days.

We visited Woolmark site and met with Rob Langtry 
and Peter Ackroyd.  Visited booths including Holland 
& Sherry where we spoke with Lindsay Taylor. We also 
saw an impressive British Textiles display. The Hield 
booth was manned by Firas Chamsi- Pasha on behalf of 
his brother. Met with Dominic Dormeuil President and 
Richard Boide from Dormeuil and discussed industry 
issues including animal welfare.

Visited Luxury Fabrics and spoke with David Gallimore 
and David Ogilvie the new Managing Director for Reid 
& Taylor.  Visited Ipekis and met with Mr. Askin Kandig 
General Manager and discussed visiting his factory 
during our visit to Turkey.

Wednesday evening we attended a reception at the 
British Embassy where British Textiles were featured. 
We also saw Rambouillet Merinos  presented on the 
Embassy lawn.

Thursday 18th September
Travelled to Devon UK

John Taylor and Lesley Prior 

Spent Friday 19th September with Lesley Prior on 
her Westcott Farm, Oakford, the home of Bowmont 
Cashmere and Merinos.Looked at and admired her 
sheep and cashmere goats and various wool samples.

Lesley showed us how she carded and spun the wool 
plus scouring and saw finished articles from her wool. 
She also showed us the huge sheds for lambing and 
winter housing.

Lesley spoke of her feeding regime and animal welfare 
and health challenges in the UK plus the restrictions for 
importing live animals from Australia and for importing 
semen and embryos. Visited her family Mason King 
farm machinery business including the John Deere 
dealership.

In the evening we met with a representative from 
Finnistere a local wool processing firm. The company 
produces casual and outdoor wear in Cornwall.

Monday 22nd September
Ipekis Bursa Turkey

We flew from London to Istanbul and were met by 
Woolmark Country manager Mahmut Akron who took us 
by car and ferry on a two hour trip to Bursa.  We had a 
brief meeting with Askin Kandig Managing Director  
of Ipekis.

I explained the changing profile of superfine wool in 
Australia. He appeared to have some awareness of the 
situation.  I also discussed mill membership and he said 
he will refer this to his marketing people.

Askin has been in the industry for 30 years and knows 
about traditional superfine wool. We also met Ms. Gulor 
his personal assistant who was new to the company.

Tuesday 23rd September
Altinyildiz one hour drive out of Istanbul,Turkey

Mahmut collected us and drove us to Altinyildiz where 
we met Taner Ozgur Director of Purchasing and 
Commerce. We discussed and explained the reduced 
quantities of finer crimping wools. We left a folder 
of graphs and charts for him outlining the decrease 
in wools 21 micron and stronger and the increase of 
superfine wool.

As we travelled with Mahmut we had various discussions 
about the role of Woolmark in Turkey in regard to the 
textile industry, fashion and retail training and support 
for young designers.  He also mentioned Woolmark 
support for marketing with selected processors and 
retailers.

John Taylor , Vera Taylor, Taner Ozgur - Altinyildiz, 
Mahmut Akron - Woolmark Country Manager

We arrived home on September 25th.
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ZEgNa COmPETiTiON WiNNErS

Melbourne, 28 May, 2015 – Ermenegildo Zegna is 
pleased to announce its selection of the best wool 
fleeces of 2015, which have been awarded at its new 
boutique on Collins Street, Melbourne, marking the 
52nd edition of the Wool Awards firstly established  
in 1963. 

On this occasion, Paolo Zegna, Chairman of the 
Ermenegildo Zegna Group, has personally awarded 
the Vellus Aureum Trophy to “Rowensville”( VIC), 
owned by David and Susan Rowbottom who presented 
a magnificent fleece of 10.1 micron. The 2nd place was 
awarded to “Pyrenees Park” (VIC) , owned by Robert and 
Pamela Sandlant. “Currawong” (VIC), owned by Geoffrey 
and Heather Phillips, won the 3rd place.

For the historical Wool Trophy – the longest existing 
competition in the world of wool.  Paolo Zegna 
awarded the top prize to Allan and Carolyn Phillips 
of “Glen Stuart” (TAS). The 2nd and 3rd places were 
respectively won by Andrew and Penny Hundy, from 
“Windradeen”(NSW), and David and Angie Waters,  
from “Tarrangower Merinos”(NSW).  

This year’s event also celebrated the opening of 
Ermenegildo Zegna’s new boutique at 45 Collins Street, 
Melbourne.  With a retail presence in Melbourne since 
2002, the new 410 square metre boutique is now the 
largest single brand, dedicated menswear store on 
prestigious Collins Street.  

As another highlight to the Zegna Group’s on-going 
commitment to the Australian market, in 2014 the  
group announced the acquisition of the majority of 
Achill, a superfine merino wool property in Armidale, 
NSW, a step which further reinforces the importance 
placed on absolute quality and complete verticalisation 
as cornerstones of its long standing success. 

“It is always an honor to give these awards” declared 
Paolo Zegna .”To prize the finest fleeces participating to 
our historical trophies constantly reminds how important 
wool is for our Group.  Once more I can confirm our 
commitment in supporting the research of the highest 
quality of wool, the most significant raw materials of our 
productions. Superfine wool has always been significantly 
present in our formal collections and is more and more 
represented in our casual and younger lines.

The TECHMERINO line in 100% wool, which can also 
be used for active sports, is one of our fastest growing 
product lines.

My congratulations go to the winners and a particular 
thanks goes to all the entrants who continue to believe 
in our competitions and strive their best to achieve the 
top of the classification. Our judges were very pleased 
and enhanced that this year’s standards of entry were 
outstanding. 

We hope that the Zegna wool competitions continue to be 
perceived as a significant incentive for wool growers to 
continue their work, aiming towards excellence of their 
wool.  I am also confident – and grateful to Australian 
Wool Innovation – that the promotional investments 
they have made in the recent years will contribute to the 
expansion, appreciation and use of this magnificent fibre 
in the more important interaction markets”

To celebrate the importance of wool, and to incentivize 
wool producers to evolve the quality and excellence 
of this multi-faceted fibre, Zegna established the first 
“Ermenegildo Zegna Extrafine Wool Trophy” in 1963 - 
in association with ASWGA, the Australian Superfine 
Wool Growers Association - to award and reward 
the Australian woolgrowers’ commitment to quality, 
Fleeces, all under 17.5 micron, are judged on the criteria 
of quality, weight, yield, trueness to type and bloom, 
conformity of length, evenness and excellence.

Winner of the prestigious Vellus Aureum section of the 
Ermenegildo Zegna Wool Awards, Susan and David 
Rowbottom with Paolo Zegna.

The winners of the Wool Awards for the  
best wool fleeces of 2015 were announced 
in Melbourne.
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The Ermenegildo Zegna Vellus Aureum Trophy was 
launched in 2002 for wool measuring 13.9 micron 
and finer and recognizes the quest for the absolute 
excellence in the wool industry.

The annual Ermenegildo Zegna Wool Awards are today 
open to Australia and New Zealand wool growers. 

The Ermenegildo Zegna Wool Awards are run in 
collaboration with the Australian Superfine Wool 
Growers Association (ASWGA), Their longstanding 
collaboration is testimony to the unwavering shared 
commitment to maintaining and improving the quality  
of superfine Australian wools.

All fleeces entered in the competition are purchased 
by the Zegna Group, thus beginning their long journey 
along the road towards the creation of the world’s finest 
quality menswear fabrics and garments produced under 
the Ermenegildo Zegna Group’s brands.

ASWGA represents the interests of Australia’s superfine 
wool growers, together with the world’s leading 
processors and users of superfine wool. Over the years, 
the ASWGA has helped ensure a viable future for the 
Australian Superfine wool industry, also thanks to 
the support of the Ermenegildo Zegna Group which 
encourages and rewards the outstanding effort shown 
by woolgrowers dedicated to the continued improvement 
of their product.

About Ermenegildo Zegna Group

The Ermenegildo Zegna Group is a leading luxury 
menswear brand and one of the most renowned 
businesses in Italy. Founded in 1910 in Trivero, in the 
Biella Alps, by the young entrepreneur Ermenegildo, 
whose vision was to ethically create the world’s finest 
textiles through innovation and the sourcing of the 
noblest fibres directly from their markets of origin, the 
company is managed today by the fourth generation of 
the Zegna family with Gildo Zegna as CEO  Since the late 
1980s, the company has implemented a comprehensive 
strategy of verticalization, creating a global luxury brand 
which now ranges from fabric to clothing to accessories, 
is focused on retailing, pioneering early entry in 
emerging luxury markets, BRIC and Asia in particular, 
and was the first luxury brand to open a monobrand 
store in China in 1991. 

Ermenegildo Zegna celebrated 100 years of excellence 
in 2010. Today there are 525 Zegna stores (298 company-
owned) in over 100 countries around the world. The total 
Group revenues in 2014 reached C1.21 bn.

In 2012 the Group launched ZegnArt, an independent 
commitment focused on international collaboration 
in the field of visual arts and in February 2014, the 
Group announced the Ermenegildo Zegna Founder’s 
Scholarship, a 25-year project named for its founder 
with an annual investment in education of C 1 million.

Kate Lillian Muir 
Brand Communications Manager

Level 7, 140 William Street
East Sydney, NSW 2011  
Australia

T  + 61 2 9356 6500 
M + 61 405 141 958 
E   kate.muir@zegna.com

L/R: Heather and Geoff Phillips of “Currawong”, Robert and Pamela Sandlant of “Pyrenees Park”, Susan Rowbottom 
of“Rowensville”, John Taylor – President of ASWGA, David Rowbottom of “Rowensville”, Paolo Zegna, Chairman of the 
Ermenegildo Zegna, Allan Phillips of “Glen Stuart”, Penny and Andrew Hundy of “Windradeen” and Angie and David 
Waters of “Tarrangower Merinos”.
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Growers of Superfine Merino and Cashmere
Lesley Prior 
www.bowmontuk.com 

Here in the UK Merinos are very few. There are only 
two sizeable commercial flocks plus a handful of 
hobby farmers . The sheep and their wool are poorly 
understood and generally thought to be a waste of space 
in UK conditions. So, the outlook for our flock wasn’t 
good when we took it on, more in hope than expectation.
The sheep were the result of 20 years work by a Scottish 
Government funded project to create a hardy hill sheep 
with wool around 18-20µ. In parallel, they developed an 
excellent  flock of Cashmere goats with fibre grading 
as Mongolian. Neither ever got much support from 
the hill farmers who were supposed to benefit and the 
project was not regarded as a success. We took on some 
of the Cashmere goats in 2004 and when closure was 
announced in 2005, we were asked to take on the sheep. 
They knew we had the interest and resources to carry 
on the work and possibly, finish the job. The goats were 
pretty much done, but the sheep were definitely a Work 
In Progress.

The project Merinos were descended from animals 
brought to the UK in the 1950s from Valleyfield in 
Tasmania. Later lines from Sierra Park, Connorville and 
Merryville were imported. The Scottish project crossed 
these sheep with white Shetland ewes. The first cross 
was put back to another Merino ram, reasoning that a 
75% animal would be ideal for Scottish conditions. It 
wasn’t. Too many of the sheep were small, had an open 
fleece with variable crimp, poor colour and low wool 
weight. They were also poor meat producers – the main 
interest of all British sheep farmers. More Merinos 
from the original pure stock were used to help correct 
the faults and blood from New Zealand was about to 
be added when the project closed. We inherited semen 
from that import (Eyrestone and Glenallan Saxon studs,) 
along with all the breeding and wool records when we 
took the sheep on in 2005.

Our first priority was to find a commercial outlet for the 
wool, without which there was no point continuing. We 
paired up with a Cold Water Surfwear company which 
has backed us all the way ever since. We worked hard 
testing annually, and establishing breeding objectives. 
Semen and embryos were put into cryo storage each 
year so we could go back a stage at any time. Over the 
first 5 years the wool improved, became more consistent 
and the colour from some families was excellent. The 
softer climate here in Devon also suited them better 
than hill life in Scotland.

People got to hear about what we were doing and our 
sheep were invited to Savile Row in 2010 for the launch 
of The Campaign For Wool where we represented the 
Australian Merino industry. It was one of the proudest 
days of our lives and the start of a whole new direction 
for us. We have just repeated this event in October 2015.

Contacts made then and after put us on a steep learning 
curve. As a result, the sheep we breed now are very 
different from the ones we took to Savile Row in 2010. 
New genetics have been sourced direct from Australia 
and we’re currently using  Rock Bank lines from Ben 
Watt’s Bralca stud  in Molong. The improvement has 
been dramatic. Currently we have Flock 1, the original 
animals we inherited, Flock 2, an Original x Australian 
Ultrafine line and Flock 3, a 100% Australian Ultrafine 
line from embryos . We’re planning to introduce a Fine/
Medium dual purpose frame animal as a 4th line. 

Flock 1 and 2 sheep

Savile Row London 2015

Our sheep produce well-nourished wool in a Maritime 
climate with rainfall approaching 1200mm. We winter 
shear then house, avoiding the worst of the wet. This 
is common practice here in Devon.  In Flock 1, 9 month 
lamb fleeces average 15µ with a CV between 14-19%. 
CV is too high in older animals but staple strength and 
crimp are excellent. Good green grass for 9 months 
helps. Staple length can be 100mm+ and we may move 
to shearing  3 x 2 years. Colour is, on the whole, good 
now, despite high rainfall. Wool weights are low. 2-3kg 
in adult ewes. Flock 2 is too new to say much but wool 
weights are up and CV is down so looking good. The first 
generation of 100% Australian embryos, Flock 3, was 
born this year so watch this space. We’re performance 
recording alongside our other 2 flocks and embryos 
from the same mob at Molong. The results should be 
interesting.

mEmbEr PrOfilE
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Winter Housing

Farm in Winter

We’ve been asked why we do this. We spend a fortune 
on cryo storage, imports, testing etc and pay for it all 
off the backs of our sheep. The goats make our profit 
– not the woollybacks. Merinos will never be part of 
mainstream UK farming. Meat is king over here and 
wool is a waste product. But it hasn’t always been so. 
Spanish Merinos were first imported to the UK in 1788 
and for a while, were very popular. Saxons came in later. 
Four miles from here, at Dulverton, George Hall Peppin 
was born and lived with his family at Old Shute Farm.  In 
1808, his father bought Merinos from Lord Somerville’s 
flock which in turn originated from the Royal flock at 
Kew. We have the newspaper article naming buyers at 
the auction that day. Devon and Somerset had many 
progressive farmers back then, keen to try something 
new. The Peppins were only one among many families 
round here who tried Merinos.  We see ourselves as 
continuing trial work begun 200 years ago, with all the 
advantages time has given us.

For multiple reasons well covered elsewhere, Merinos 
declined here and Australia took up the reins. But 
European countries continued and today there are still 
sizeable flocks throughout the EU.  This is our potential 
market, not the UK. We have the highest possible Export 
Health Status and operate a closed flock. The only new 
animals coming on to this property arrive in frozen 
straws.  This special status allows us to send both sheep 
and goats into the EU. Trialling them here first means 
we can give hard facts about performance under British 
conditions. Performance in Australia is no guarantee  
of performance in Europe. Our farm offers a unique  
half-way house. 

Building a top quality modern flock from the material  
we started with is slow, expensive work but we’re 
lucky to have Australian expertise to call on. We Brits 
might have started something in 1788, but you did 
the hard work over the next 200 years. We have the 
deepest respect for your hard-won knowledge and your 
astonishing wool.  UK and EU consumers appreciate 
your product even if they don’t understand the sheep 
that grew it, and it’s our hope that as the global 
economy picks up, better times will come to all who 
are struggling now. Easy for us to say, with a niche 
product but even we can’t afford to be complacent. Every 
season we strive for better wool and more of it. It’s our 
obsession. The Peppins must have felt the same way. 
They learned from the early work of English enthusiasts 
then left for Australia and helped establish the modern 
Merino industry. Now some of that legacy has come 
back to its roots. Merinos have come home.

Lesley Prior

Flock 3 ET Ram lambs

Sheep Paddock
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aSWga 2015 aNNual flEECE COmPETiTiON

The fleece competition attracted 60 fleeces from across 
the Australian Superfine Wool Growers’ Association 
(ASWGA) regions (Table 1), although three entries 
arrived too late for judging and no fleeces were 
received from Goulburn-Yass region.  Ararat-Barunah, 
New England and Tasmania together entered over 80 
percent of the entries, with fleeces covering a wider 
quality count than the other three regions which were 
represented by fleeces with only a single quality count.

No. Region Growers Fleeces Quality

1 Albury-Wodonga 1 1 74

2 Ararat-Barunah 4 16 70-90

3 Goulburn-Yass 0 0

4 Hamilton 1 4 80-90

5 Mudgee 2 3 80

6 New England 4 14 70-90

7 Tasmania 8 17 70-90

8 Western Australia 1 2 74

Total 21 57

Table 1: Overall summary by Region of 57 fleeces 
judged in ASWGA Fleece Competition.
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Figure 1: The distribution of Total score for 
fleeces from each Region (refer to Table 1 for 
regional identifier).  Each fleece is identified by 
its Quality count.

All regions with multiple entries showed a relatively wide 
variation in the Total score received by individual fleeces 
(Figure 1), with ten or more points being quite common.  
Interestingly, both the highest and lowest Total score 
was achieved by fleeces with 74 Quality count.

The relative performance of the fleeces entered from 
each Region (Table 2) indicates regional variation; 
with regions achieving below average (tan coloured) 
and regions achieving above average (green coloured) 
relative to the overall attribute means.  For instance, 
fleeces from Ararat-Barunah- and Hamilton to 
lesser extent, consistently performed better across 
all attributes relative to the respective means, while 
Albury-Wodonga and Western Australia consistently 
performed poorly relative to the respective attribute 
means.  The other Regions performed variably. Table 
2 also shows the overall ranking of the Regions with 
Hamilton narrowly ahead of Ararat-Barunah with 
Mudgee coming third and Tasmania fourth.  The other 
Regions were below the mean Total score.

Region

Fleeces
(no.)

W
eight
(kg)

Q
uality
(18)

W
eight
(22)

Yield
(10)

Trueness
(15)

U
niform

ity
(15)

E
venness

(15)

E
xcellence

(5)

Total
(100)

R
ank

Albury-Wodonga 1 2.9 16.8 17.2 7.0 8.0 12.0 11.0 2.0 74.0 6

Ararat-Barunah 16 3.3 17.1 20.3 8.3 14.2 14.1 13.9 4.2 92.2 2

Goulburn-Yass 0 - - - - - - - - -

Hamilton 4 2.9 17.4 20.6 8.0 14.0 14.5 14.7 4.0 93.2 1

Mudgee 3 3.8 17.2 22.0 7.7 13.3 13.3 13.7 4.3 91.5 3

New England 14 2.6 17.0 17.0 7.8 13.6 13.6 13.6 3.8 86.5 5

Tasmania 17 2.8 17.1 18.2 8.4 13.9 14.2 14.0 4.1 89.8 4

Western Australia 2 2.8 16.8 16.0 5.0 10.0 11.5 12.0 2.0 73.3 7

Total/Mean 57 3.0 17.1 18.8 8.0 13.7 13.9 13.8 3.9 89.1

Proportion 95.0 85.5 80.0 91.3 92.7 92.0 78.0 89.1

Table 2:  Mean attribute scores for each ASWGA Region and overall.  Green highlighted cells are 
above the average for the attribute and tan highlighted cells are below the attribute mean.  Non 
highlighted cells equate with the attribute mean.  The mean attribute scores are also shown as a 
percentage of the maximum possible score for the attribute.

Proudly sponsored by       In conjuction with



AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

18 | Annual Report 2015/2016

Of the seven attributes judged, the mean score for 
Quality received the highest proportion of that possible 
(95.0pc) and Excellence receiving the least proportion 
of the possible score (78.0pc).  Trueness, Uniformity 
and Evenness received relatively uniform and high 
proportion of the possible score and Weight and Yield 
received a lower proportion of the possible score  
(Table 2).

Taking the mean results for each Region, the seven 
attributes judged were variably correlated to the final 
Total score (Table 3).  The dominant attribute was 
Trueness score which was highly correlated to the Total 
score (r=0.828) and contrasts to the Quality score which 
was the attribute least correlated (r=0.262) to the Total 
score, despite being the attribute receiving the highest 
proportion of its allocated score (Table 2).  Excellence 
score was also highly correlated (r=0.808).  Although 
all attributes other than Quality score were similarly 
correlated, it is somewhat surprising that Weight and 
Yield scores, the attributes that collectively define 
the commercially important clean fleece weight were 
somewhat less correlated to the Total score although 
the Weight attribute is given the largest portion of the 
Total score (22 pc).  Consequently, Trueness score for an 
individual fleece is the best predictor of the fleeces Total 
score in this year’s fleece competition; Excellence score 
is also a good predictor.  The low Quality score suggests 
that a fleece’s quality count alone is thankfully a poor 
predictor of the fleece’s Total score and hence overall 
standing.

Attribute No. Correlation Rank

Quality 1 0.262 7

Weight 2 0.739 4

Yield 3 0.711 6

Trueness 4 0.828 1

Length 5 0.727 5

Eveness 6 0.745 3

Excellence 7 0.808 2

Table 3: Correlation and importance rank of each 
attribute score against Total score.
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Figure 2: The relative importance of each 
attribute in determining the Total score received 
by each fleece.  Refer to Table 3 for attribute 
description for respective attribute number.
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Figure 3: The relationship between Fleece weight 
(kg) and Total score (out of possible 100) for 
individual fleeces and the line of best fit through 
the data.  The relationship explains about 46 pc 
of the variance.  Each fleece is identified by its 
Region identifier (see Table 1).

The relationship between Fleece weight and Total score 
(Figure 3) highlights the wide variation between Total score 
(frequently around 10 points) received by fleeces of similar 
weight, particularly for the lighter fleeces.  The lightest 
fleece was 1.7 kg and the heaviest 5.0 kg- a difference of 
3.3 kg or almost a factor of three, although these extremes 
were of 90 and 80 quality counts respectively and therefore 
some difference would be expected.  Interestingly, the 
fleece receiving the highest Total score has a fleece weight 
almost one kilogram less than the heaviest fleece.

While seasonal conditions vary from region to region there 
is little evidence that variation in seasonal conditions is 
strongly reflected either in the individual fleece weights 
or the Total score received.  This is evidenced by regional 
identifiers for each Region occurring not only above and 
below the line of best fit (Figure 3), but at considerable 
distance either side of the line for regions with multiple 
entries.  Nevertheless, regional differences in seasonal 
conditions no doubt explain in part the change in ranking 
of Regions (Table 2) between 2014 and 2015.  Likewise the 
low number or no entries from some regions also reflects 
in part poor seasonal conditions; fortunately good seasons 
do return and therefore good fleeces can be expected in 
the future from these regions.   

The format and layout of this report follows that used 
last year to enable easy comparison with results from 
last year, including the change in ranking of the regions 
between years.

John Ive 
Talaheni

aSWga 2015 aNNual flEECE COmPETiTiON Cont.
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Andrew Woods  
Supply plays a big part in 
determining price and relative prices 
(premiums) for the fine merino 
categories, for both longer term 
trends and the shorter year to year 
change. This article takes a look at 
the relationship between supply and 
price for the 16 micron (15.6 to 16.5 
micron) category.

Figure 1 shows the average fibre 
diameter for the Australian wool clip 
from the early 1980s to last season, 
for both the whole clip and for the 
merino clip only. With the increase 

in other breeds in the Australian wool supply since the 
late 1990s the difference between the all-breed and 
merino average fibre diameter has widened to over a full 
micron. The merino average fibre diameter has spent 
the past two seasons around 19.0 microns. This means 
that 19.5 micron has been on the broader side of the 
merino clip in recent years.

While the fibre diameter of the clip has been falling, the 
supply of fine wool has been rising. Figure 2 shows the 
AWTA core test volumes for 16 micron wool from the 
mid-1990s to 2014-15. Supply rose steadily to around 
2006-7, then eased for the following four seasons to 
around 30,000 farm bales per season, before rising 
sharply. By 2013-14 the supply of 16 micron wool has 
doubled to above 60,000 farm bales per season. In 2014-
15 the supply declined by 12%, to around 57,000 farm 
bales.

Figure 3 shows annual prices for the 16 micron and 
median merino micron category from the mid-1990s 
onwards. The massive premium of 1999-2001 stands 
out, when the supply of 16 micron was low (below 
10,000 bales per year). Figure 3 also shows the general 
declining trend in the difference in price between the 
16 micron and median merino category, a declining 
premium. Although part of this decline is simply 
a function of the median merino micron category 
becoming finer.

As the supply of 16 micron wool rose, its proportion of 
the merino clip also increased. Figure 4 compares the 
16 micron premium and the proportion of the merino 
clip made up by 16 micron wool. The 16 micron share of 
the merino supply has varied from around 0.2% to 3%, 
while the premium has varied from 500% to 13%. The 
relationship in Figure 4 shows that the premium falls 
as the proportion of the clip increases, with the change 
in proportion of the clip accounting for about 80% of the 
change in the premium.

In order to adjust for the changing median merino 
micron (which dropped from 21 micron in the late 1990s 
to 19 micron in recent seasons) Figure 5 compares the 
proportion of the 16 micron wool in the merino clip with 
the 16 micron premium expressed as a percentage per 
micron. For recent seasons this means the 16 micron 
premium shown in Figure 4 is divided by 3 (16 micron 
being three microns finer than the median 19 micron 

category). It makes little difference to the relationship 
between supply and premium but gives a more accurate 
view of the premium across the past two decades and is 
the unit used in figuring genetic indices.

So where does this leave us? Table 1 is drawn from 
Figure 5. It gives estimates for the trend premium at 
three different levels of the 16 micron supply, ranging 
from 1% (last seen around 2003-2004) to 3% (nearly 
reached in 2013 and 2014). The trend premium is shown 
both in total terms and in per micron terms. Year to 
year the premium varies around the trend but the trend 
shown in Figures 4 and 5 is an objective estimate of the 
level of micron premium that can be expected for 16 
micron wool, depending how much of the merino supply 
is made up by 16 micron wool.

Figure 1 Australian wool fibre diameter

Figure 2 16 micron supply (Australia)

Figure 3 Wool Prices
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Figure 4 16 micron supply vs premium

Figure 5 16 micron supply vs premium

Table 1: Trend premiums drawn from Figure 5

Median merino micron 20 19.5 19

16 micron proportion 1% 2% 3%

Trend premium 70% 38% 28%

Trend premium per micron 18% 11% 9%

Key points:
• The median micron level for the merino clip has 

been close to 19.0 micron during the past two 
seasons.

• During the past 20 years the proportion of the 
merino clip made up by 16 micron wool explains 
about 80% of the 16 micron category premium.

• From 2010-11 to 2013-14 the supply of 16 micron 
wool doubled from around 30,000 farm bales to over 
60,000 farm bales per season.

• This rise in supply has put fine wool premiums 
under intense downward pressure in recent years.

What does this mean?

A return to the massive fine wool premiums of the 1999-
2001 period will only occur if the supply of fine wool 
declines sharply.  The estimates of 16 micron premiums 
in relation to the proportion of the merino clip made 
up by 16 micron wool, provide a reasonable method of 
reckoning future premium levels. While these premiums 
will vary according to wool type (for example prices for 
genuine spinners style wool will be higher) the trend 
premium shown can be used as a base estimate, to 
which the effect of clip characteristics can be added.

Sources AWC, WI, AWEX, AWTA, ICS  
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Avington Merino Stud and commercial merino enterprise 
is located on 6,400 acres in undulating granite country at 
Sidonia, near Kyneton in Central Victoria at 520meters 
elevation and in an average rainfall area of 750mm. 

The Avington Merino Stud was registered in 1998 and 
the Avington Poll Merino Stud in 2000. The property and 
business has expanded with the addition of neighbouring 
properties and the current flock numbers are 12,500 
merinos producing high quality, stylish merino wool. 

This continued focus on quality is reflected by Avingtons 
performance in the ASWGA fleece competition. In 2014 
they were awarded the 74s section award, and in 2015 
the fleece entered in the 74s competition won its section 
and the overall title. This fleece was from a 2011 drop 
Avington Merino Stud maiden ewe who managed to rear 
a lamb and produce a beautiful sound 6kg skirted fleece 
in a single season.  

It’s the genetics from these type of sheep that Avington 
identifies in its performance recording system and use 
in the annual artificial breeding program. The aim is to 
maximise the impact of genetic material using AI and ET 
in the stud. 

To do this, all sheep in both the stud and commercial 
flocks are identified by RFID ear tags and lifetime 
productivity recorded in a database. At shearing all 
fleeces are weighed and micron tested using the farms 
own Laserscan, this allows bin lines to be customised 
for wool buyer clients. One such buyer is a Japanese 
wool processor that has integrated into producing and 
retailing high end fashion.  

As well as providing micron details for the main lines, 
the in-shed testing allows Avingtons wool classer Frank 
Bates to put together a handful of elite 11-13 micron 
show bales. This year, one of the bales sold for 15,000 
cents/kg, a record price for Avington. These bales have 
a great provenance to them. Avington ceased mulsing 
over 5 years ago, and all wool is grown in the paddock 
without any diet restrictions. In a world of increasing 
consumer awareness around animal welfare issues, the 
Hendersons openly welcome visitors to their property to 
see how they manage their flock. Lyndsay in particular 
has a strong connection to many of the sheep, working 
in the yards or the paddock, her friends often walk up to 
have a quiet chat and a scratch behind the ears.

aSWga flEECE COmPETiTiON WiNNErS - aviNgTON farm

Winner of the Cleckheaton Grand Champion Trophy - Noel Henderson of Avington Farm
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*Offer available instore and online – use code ASWGA30 at checkout. $19.50 kit price only available to ASWGA members on kit orders made prior to  
25 December 2015. Please note: no orders will be shipped during the period 22 December 2015 to 5 January 2016. To ensure you receive your order prior  

to Christmas please allow a sufficient amount of time for delivery.

Christmas is all wrapped 
up for under $20. 

Buy online or find your nearest stockist at 
cleckheatonsuperfine.com.au

BEANIE  
KNIT KIT
Give the gift of knitting!  
Each Beanie knit kit  
includes: 2 x 65g balls of  
Cleckheaton Superfine 8 ply yarn,  
instruction card and calico bag.

MEMBERS OFFER!*
Exclusive  Christmas price of  $19.50 per kit. 

VR2222588
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Sheep classing at Avington is not a subjective 
assessment in the race but instead a combination of 
three aspects. The first is the objective performance 
if the animal using a breeding index that aims to hold 
micron (the flock averaged 15.8 micron at the last 
shearing), increase fleece weight (to account for the 
years when micron premiums are not offered) and staple 
strength (an issue in these times of climate change), 
and a focus on increasing the fertility of the flock. If the 
individuals index is high enough, the second stage is 
visual assessment where structure and wool type are 
assessed. The third stage goes back to the DNA strands 
that drove the animals performance and looks. Blood 
samples from the stud animals are collected and sent 
to the Sheep CRC for analysis of poll gene status and 
parentage.

The development of a genetically pure poll flock in the 
Australian industry has been slow but now has a tool 
to rapidly increase the presence of homozygous poll 
animals (PP), and reduce the horn genes prevalence. 
In what is suspected to be an industry first, all rams 
and ewes in the poll and horn flocks are tested for poll 
status. 

As eco-warriors in their own backyard, the Hendersons 
have put in extensive plantings of native species 
indigenous to the Kyneton woodland area and have 
worked with local catchment management authorities 
and Landcare groups to fence off water courses and 
create wildlife corridors for the local fauna.

Congratulations to the placegetters 

• Allan and Carolyn Phillips of “Glen Stuart” 
Deddington, Tasmania, won the 90’s and finer class 
and placed first in the Tasmanian Region.

• Geoff and Heather Phillip of “Currawong” Tatyoon, 
Victoria placed first in the 80’s class.

• Mark and Lesleann Waters of “Riverton”, Armidale 
NSW won the Class 70’s and placed first in the New 
England region.

• Ian and Margaret Humphry of “Avondale” in 
Springhurst, Victoria, placed first in the Albury/
Wodonga region.

• Trevor and Kathy Mibus of “Glenara Merinos” 
Hamilton, Victoria, placed first in the Hamilton 
Region.

• Paul Jones and Kim Price of “Lyneside”, Bathurst, 
NSW, placed first in the Mudgee Region.

• Roland Ritson of “Grindon”, Boyup Brook, Western 
Australia for the West Australian Region.

• This year we also recognise Russell Hartwich of 
“Kelseldale”, Ballyrogan, Victoria 

• Rodney and Carol Westmore of“Patterdale”, 
Tasmania for submitting highly commended fleeces. 

A very special thanks to Australian Country Spinners 
and Roberts Ltd who sponsored the event once again 
this year and to Australian Wool Network for facilitating 
the judging and sale of the fleeces.

Noel and Lyndsay, Daniel Andrews (Vic premier), Mary 
Anne Thomas (Local MP) and the Avington team members 
(Nathan and Kirstie Anderson, Kyle Cordy and Terry 
Managan)

Avington Farm

aSWga flEECE COmPETiTiON WiNNErS Cont.

Scarves and Ties...word doc ad?

Available from ASWGA office
Contact Melissa 03) 9311 0271

Now for sale through the

ASWGA office

ASWGA iPad Cover and 
Business Card Holder

NEW
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ASWGA Fine Art Posters  
– Limited stock available from the Office

Scarves and Ties...word doc ad?

ASWGA Wool Scarves  
and Wool Ties

Available from ASWGA office
Contact Melissa 03) 9311 0271

In navy, burgundy and green. 
Ties also available in gold.

aSWga fiNE arT POSTErS aNd gaTE SigNS

ASWGA Gate Signs  
– Contact your regional representative
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Story behind the photo
Thank you for the opportunity to enter the Australian 
Superfine Wool Growers Association photo competition 
and present a photo of farming life at Lynwood.  We were 
extremely happy to win this competition with our photo 
“Extra Help”.  

As the photo title states, farming at “Lynwood” has 
always been a family effort as it is with many other wool 
growing farms across Australia.  “Lynwood” started in 
the early 1900s with James Rouland, known locally as JJ 
Rouland.  He began his Merino flock with 6 poddy lambs 
he raised by hand.  The lambs were from Frank Prattley, 
a nearby landowner, and JJ worked a day’s labour to pay 
for them. At age 19 JJ rode from Crudine to Wellington, 
NSW on a pushbike to select a 200 acre block of land 
from the Crown.  He married a city girl, Bertha and they 
began raising their own family at “Lynwood”.  

While raising her family, Bertha applied her 
bookkeeping skills to the farm accounts and 
supplemented the farm income for many years working 
from home as the local seamstress.  JJ’s son Stan, and 
two daughters Verna and Elvie assisted with the day-to-
day operation and development of the farm through the 
Depression and World War II.  

Verna attended to the milking cows and the cooking 
while her mother was sewing.  Elvie assisted with the 
mustering, stock work and fencing with Stan and her 
father.  

JJ’s father Victor used his carpentry skills to assist JJ 
to convert an old hayshed into a shearing shed, still 
standing today, but was replaced with a more modern 
shed.  The superfine Merino flock at “Lynwood” was 
developed by JJ over the years using rams purchased 
from established superfine Merino properties from 
around NSW, including Gus Hundy at Sally’s Flat.

Later in life JJ operated the property with his son 
Stan.  When Stan lost his life to a tragic accident 
some of “Lynwood” was sold.  After some years JJ’s 
granddaughter Heather and her husband Ray returned 
to “Lynwood” and purchased some adjoining land.  They 
continued to build the flock with ewes purchased from 
Dabee Station at Rylstone and rams mostly purchased 
from Hillcreston Stud at Bigga.

Heather has developed the sheep flock with careful 
culling and classing of the wool.  She has entered 
fleeces into local shows and won many ribbons over the 
years.  The quality of the wool from “Lynwood” has been 
proven over the years with consistent prices at auction. 

aSWga PhOTOgraPhiC COmPETiTiON WiNNEr 2015

“Extra Help” 
Alicia Hawkins – Oakwood/Lynwood – Mudgee 
Winner of 2015 ASWGA Photographic Competition
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Ray and Heather’s daughter Alicia has assisted the 
running of the farm from a very young age, always ready 
and willing to ditch school homework to go mustering 
or go to a ram sale to help choose a new addition to the 
flock.  Shearing every year was also another time to help 
out.  Alicia would often take annual leave from her paid 
employment to go home and rouseabout.  

This tradition of family farming is following along with 
Alicia’s children Luke, Emma and Alexandra.  In the 
photo the children are helping to move the 2-tooths back 
to the paddock after drenching.  Luke is a great help 
on a motorbike and Emma is handy cracking the whip 
to move them along.  Alex is following in her mother’s 
footsteps and is beginning to show an ability with the 
Kelpies and will soon be able to send the dogs out 
around the mob.

Photo of JJ 
Rouland outside 
his shearing shed 
blade shearing a 
sheep.

 
Photo of shearing at Lynwood in the early days.   
Photo features JJ, son Stan and local Max Cole.

aSWga PhOTOgraPhiC COmPETiTiON WiNNEr Cont.

Top to Bottom: A Fine Sunset M Sandlant, Click Click 
Susan Rowbottom, Stud Rams John Taylor, Inquisitive 
Lambs Matthew Linke and Quondongs from Garth Rob 
Harris Wagga Tafe
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aSWga aNNual PhOTOgraPhiC COmPETiTiON 2016
Thank you to those who have supported the ASWGA 
photographic competition over the past few years.

We are hoping to increase the number of entries each 
year making the competition bigger and better therefore 
we encourage ALL ASWGA members, their immediate 
family and employees to participate.

The competition aims to visualise the provenance 
and promote the excellence and dedication of ASWGA 
Members in the production and processing of their 
superfine Merino wool, achieving the highest quality 
standards enhancing this through the ASWGA Rams 
head™. 

Rules of the Competition

THE COMPETITION

• The competition will be held annually.

• The style and content to be open to the 
photographers’ choice and should relate to the 
above aims.

• The photograph should endorse and promote 
the positive attributes of Superfine Merino Wool 
production - on farm, through shearing, clip 
preparation and subsequent processing through to 
retail.

• Consideration be given to reinforce best practice 
principles underpinning the ASWGA Rams head™

• The competition is open to financial ASWGA 
Members, their immediate family and employees.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

• To be submitted for judging in digital or printed 
format of suitable resolution, the preferred 
minimum to be 5 megabytes.

• To be presented in either landscape or portrait print 
orientation.  

• To be a single photograph.

• ASWGA will have the right to use any of the 
photographs entered in the competition for 
promotional purposes free of any charges.  ASWGA 
will have copyright over the winning photograph 
and/or any poster derived from the photograph.

• ASWGA members may use the promotional material 
provided the photographer is recognised.

CLOSING DATE – Entries to be received at the office by COB

28th February 2016.  

Entries may be received at the office from 15th September 
2015 and it would be appreciated if they can be sent as early 
as possible.

JUDGING - The judge’s decision is final.

• A Judging Panel will be appointed by the ASWGA 
Executive to consist of at least 3 of the following:

• A Photographic Artist (preferably with known skill at 
judging photographic competitions).

• An ASWGA member who has an understanding of 
the aims and operations of ASWGA.

• Industry person – that may be drawn from 
consultations with FAWO and AWI.  

NOTIFICATION OF THE WINNER and THE PRIZE

• The winner will be announced at the ASWGA Dinner 
and Seminar. 

• Good luck and remember to take your camera to 
work!

ENTrY fOrm
The entry form must accompany each entry submitted 
to the office prior to judging. Please make sure that you 
read the Conditions of Entry. The competition is open to 
all ASWGA Members, their family and employees.

Name:

Address:

ASWGA Region (Inc ASWGA number):

Title of Photo and any details of provenance:

 

Entries must be sent either by Disc, USB Stick or Email
Address: ASWGA
 Unit 9, 42-46 Vella Drive 
 Sunshine West  Vic  3020
Email: aswga@woolindustries.org
(Note that it is advisable to use the method that will 
best provide high quality definition).
Acknowledgement of Conditions
I agree to abide by the Conditions of Entry and Rules of 
the Competition.

Signed:

Upon receipt of Entry the office will provide an 
acknowledgement. There is no limit to the number of 
entries that a Member may submit.
Entries may be sent from 15th September 2015 until 
closing date 28th February 2016.
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www.newenglandwool.com.au
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ThE NEW ENglaNd WOOl SuSTaiNaWOOl™ iNTEgriTY SChEmE

New England Wool, in conjunction with its Italian 
shareholders, Vitale Barberis Canonico and Reda, is 
very keen for the wool-consuming-world to understand 
that its raw material suppliers (wool producers) take 
the utmost care with their animals and the environment. 
Not enough focus or energy has been placed on 
promoting the sustainable nature of the wool production 
system in Australia – particularly (but not limited to) 
high quality superfine wool production systems.

What do we mean by “Sustainability” and what are we 
trying to achieve with the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity 
Scheme? 

In a general sense, this is the basic philosophy.

“To promote the production of the highest quality wool via the 
sustainable management of natural and physical resources.”
Sustainable management in the context of this scheme 
means managing the use, development, and protection 
of natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, 
which enables people and communities to provide for 
their social, economic, and cultural

wellbeing and for their health and safety while:

(a) Sustaining the potential of natural and physical 
resources to meet the reasonably foreseeable needs 
of future generations; 

(b) Safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, 
water, soil, and ecosystems; 

(c) Avoiding, remedying, or mitigating any adverse 
effects of activities on the environment; and

(d) Managing livestock production systems involving 
the highest possible ethical and animal welfare 
standards. 

The wool consumer is increasingly demanding a higher 
level of traceability along the pipeline of the production 
system from which they buy. Not only does the product 
need to be of the highest quality, there also needs to 
be a compelling “story” behind the product clearly 
showing the highest level of environmental and social 
sustainability and animal welfare. New England Wool 
understands that it has a major role in promoting 
the highly professional and ethical wool production 
systems of its suppliers. New England Wool also has 
the important role of advising potential suppliers to 
New England Wool of areas that can be improved or 
enhanced in those wool grower’s production systems. 
The SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme is a tool which 
we want to share with our valued suppliers to help us 
work and grow together in an increasingly competitive 
landscape. New England Wool wants its suppliers to 
stand out from the crowd – in the very best way. We 
wish our suppliers to grow and prepare the highest 
quality wool with the highest quality production 
credentials.

Leo Blanch “Westvale” – auditing by AWEX team 
assessing documentation 

The SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme is available to 
all suppliers (current or future) of wool to New England 
Wool. The information provided via the SustainaWOOL™ 
documentation by each wool supplier will be forever 
linked with the wool produced from that particular 
property. The Document is a “self-assessment” 
document, but each declarant signs with the full 
understanding and knowledge that they can be subject 
to audit at any time by a registered audit company 
or authorised entity. The SustainaWOOL™ Integrity 
Scheme also works hand-in-hand with the Australian 
Wool Exchange National Wool Declaration (NWD) which 
is a highly respected industry based declaration and 
audit system covering Mulesing Status and Dark Fibre 
Contamination in wool clips sold throughout Australia 
by auction or other various means. 

The Scheme has been assessed by the highly respected 
independent Global Audit and QA Company DNV-GL to 
strengthen the documentation. This gives a higher level 
of integrity to the scheme. A Letter of Verification from 
DNV-GL (covering all SustainaWOOL™ documentation) 
has been issued as of June 2015. Assessment of the 
Scheme is ongoing to find improvements and to keep 
the scheme relevant in this ever changing world. 

Important information related to the SustainaWOOL™ 
Integrity Scheme Grower Checklist. 
Animal Welfare / Animal Health
An acceptable treatment of animals, and this this case 
sheep, is covered by the various “Acts” already in place 
in every State of Australia. If a property/owner has 
been prosecuted under any of the applicable Animal 
Welfare Government Acts, then this would immediately 
indicate that compliance has been breached and such 
properties/owners would be ineligible to participate 
in the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme. A document 
prepared by Animal Heath Australia (AHA) in 2014 is 
currently under review by the Government which draws 
from all State and Territory regulations. This document 
“Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines 
– Sheep, first edition, version 1.0 May 2014 (subject to 
Government endorsement)”, will, if endorsed, become 
the cornerstone of a sound and acceptable Animal 
Welfare regime in Australia, and New England Wool is 
supportive of this document’s contents. In reference to 
the Grower Checklist, a positive response to all the items 
under this heading is a requirement for accreditation.
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New England Wool has been very clear of its desire for 
all suppliers, if ceasing to mules is not possible, to use 
a registered Pain Relief product. We truly believe this to 
be the best welfare outcome for the animal at this time. 
For accreditation under the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity 
Scheme, it is a requirement for growers to declare that 
they either do not mules their animals, or if continuing 
to mules, that a registered Pain Relief product is applied 
during the process. 

New England Wool is well aware that professional wool 
producers will uphold the highest possible standards 
of care for their animals and care for the environment. 
This means that sheep are kept in the best possible 
heath; that sheep have been given reasonable protection 
from the effects of disease, pests, predators and 
that appropriate corrective action is taken if sheep 
require treatment or relief from pain and suffering. 
The SustainaWOOL™ document allows professional 
suppliers the opportunity to advise the world of the very 
actions that take place on their properties on a normal 
day-to-day basis to allow them to produce a quality 
product from their valued stock. 

Declarants should, however, be well aware that an 
auditor would require that random mobs of sheep be 
inspected to verify their health and welfare. An auditor 
will also need to verify that the correct registered 
animal health products are being used and that label 
use is strictly adhered to. In the case of a Pain Relief 
product, “proof of purchase” would be a requirement 
for accreditation. A check of watering points (water 
troughs/creeks), general water storage facilities (dams/
tanks), pastures and/or conserved fodder would assist 
an auditor to understand the level of maintenance of 
health and wellbeing of stock.  

Traceability

Checking traceability 

The ability for wool purchased by New England Wool 
under the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme to be 
traced back to its source is paramount to the Scheme’s 
success. Not only does transparent traceability allow 
a solid conduit for individual “stories” to be told from 
properties or wool producing areas, but it also gives 
our clients confidence in the integrity of fibre delivered 
to them under this scheme. Many systems are already 
in place to trace a bale back to the producer such 
as the National Wool Declaration, the registered 
Farm Brand and Stencil, the Classers Specification 

provided by the grower to their respective broker, and 
the regulations already in place involved in testing/
sampling and displaying (showing) of wool for sale. The 
countermarking, documentation and various systems  
in place in the transport, dumping, packing and 
exporting of the bales allows the integrity of purchased 
wool to be upheld.

The SustainaWOOL™ document also allows suppliers 
to nominate their ability to trace individual animals 
on their property. This shows an even deeper level 
of care and also a responsibility towards high quality 
management of their flocks. It is a requirement for 
accreditation that all sheep on the property be identified 
with a secure form of individual identification and that 
mobs are routinely monitored and their location on the 
farm known and documented.

New England Wool will require for accreditation under 
this scheme that a National Wool Declaration (NWD) be 
completed covering every bale of wool to be offered for 
sale. This verifies that there is full traceability under the 
AWEX NWD Scheme for “Mulesing Status” and “Dark 
and Medulated Fibre (DMFR)”

Environmental Care/Chemical Handling and Storage
The general thrust of this section of the scheme is for 
declarants to successfully show that reasonable care 
has been taken to avoid, remedy or mitigate any  
adverse effects on the environment. Some of these 
items are covered by State/Territory “Government 
Acts” such as the requirement for a Farm Chemical 
Users course to be completed by at least one person 
working on the farm. It also covers the requirement 
for an inventory of all chemicals to be kept as well 
as compliance with safe handling and storage 
requirements. Compliance with the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act (applicable to your 
State) is a requirement for accreditation under the 
SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme. 

Wool Preparation
Notwithstanding the importance of having a clean, 
green and ethical product, the quality of the wool and its 
preparation for sale is paramount to making this whole 
scheme a success. The highest standard of quality 
should be the target for all involved in this scheme and 
where this quality can then be augmented by the highest 
standards of animal welfare and environmental care, 
the result is an informed, satisfied and comfortable 
consumer. It is also true that no amount of preparation 
and classing can improve a poor quality / poorly bred 
raw product. Having the best possible genetics for 
the particular environment, sound management and 
healthy/strong stock is the solid base from which this 
whole scheme can add value to the wool producer, 
the processor and the final consumer. From that 
point, New England Wool requires that the wool is 
removed by trained and/or careful shearers, the wool 
is prepared using the basic guidelines of the most 
current Australian Wool Exchange (AWEX) “Code of 
Practice”, and that the wool is classed by a Registered 
Professional or Owner woolclasser. It is a requirement 
that all bales be packed to AWEX specified weights and 
specifications and that only AWEX authorised nylon 

SuSTaiNaWOOl™ iNTEgriTY SChEmE Cont.
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packs in good condition (not repaired) are used. It is also 
a requirement that all bales be appropriately and clearly 
branded/marked, and that the “Description” used is 
truly representative of the contents of each particular 
bale. A fully completed National Wool Declaration 
(NWD) should be submitted covering every bale of wool 
being offered for sale. This Declaration should be made 
available to New England Wool on request.

Compliance and the Auditing Process

Audit discussions in-shed at “Europambela”, Walcha

Auditing of the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme will 
be conducted by the Australian Wool Exchange (AWEX) 
and their trained and experienced team of contracted 
auditors. In fact, auditing has already begun with five 
properties in the New England district of NSW visited 
in mid-August, 2015. The entire team of AWEX auditors 
were in attendance and a solid auditing regime was 
discussed and developed over these visits. More 
information on the requirements for accreditation and 
what to expect from a desk-top or on-farm audit can be 
found by reading the document titled “SustainaWOOL™ 
Integrity Scheme Audit Checklist”, which can be found 
on the New England Wool website.

Conclusion
New England Wool has been overwhelmed by the number 
and speed at which its current and future suppliers 
have embraced the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme. 
At the time of writing (mid-September, 2015) some 
260 properties had been accredited under the scheme, 
covering over 25,000bs of wool from all over Australia.  
SustainaWOOL has been designed to augment the 
marketing of the highest quality wool from Australia. It 
provides professional wool producers the opportunity to 
show the world just how well they look after their stock 
and the environment. It is clear that sustainable wool 
production including the highest levels of animal welfare 
is more than just a trend, but is fast becoming a necessity 
to satisfy the discerning consumer. 

New England Wool wants to protect its market and 
protect its suppliers. New England Wool believes that 
the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme is a major tool in 
ensuring a strong future together.

The completed, signed and dated SustainaWOOL™ 
Integrity Scheme Grower Checklist document will 
remain in force as the true and correct record from each 
declarant until such times as an updated signed and dated 
version is received by New England Wool as a replacement 
document due to changes in activities on the property that 
make the original document no longer true and correct. 

 

AWEX auditor Grant Donnelly filling in assessment sheets

The New England Wool SustainaWOOL™ Integrity 
Scheme Growers checklist is an evolving document. 
New England Wool reserves the right to add to, or alter, 
items on the checklist from time-to-time as it sees fit 
to allow it to best cover the changing requirements of 
our clients and the consumer. Any new version of the 
document will be made available to current and future 
suppliers to allow them to restate their declaration and 
update their accreditation.

Accredited suppliers will receive an accreditation 
number for their records. The contents of the 
SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme Grower Checklist will 
be linked to this exclusive Accreditation “number”. It is 
suggested that this number be quoted on any completed 
NWD and Classers Specification emanating from 
accredited properties. 

For further details:

Website: www.newenglandwool.com.au

Email: newenglandwool@tpg.com.au

Phone: +61 (02) 96816943

New England Wool Initiatives in 2015/16
The shareholders of New England Wool, Reda and Vitale 
Barberis Canonico (VBC), are only too aware that the 
passion, attention to detail and pure hard work that 
goes into producing a quality product is not always 
rewarded at auction. Strong competition on the spinner 
style and best prepared, sound wools has been lacking 
for a number of years now. This has pushed many 
growers to question their efforts and in some cases, 
completely change their breeding within their flocks, 
or cut out extra costs associated with high quality wool 
preparation. As a result of this, our Italian shareholders 
began, over 4 years ago, to offer grower “contracts’ 
at substantial premiums to the auction market for the 
very best types of wool. These spinner/best style wools 
that are sound and well prepared are the backbone 
of our Italians production, so it stands to reason that 
they would need to protect that part of the market. The 
Italians needed the superior wool to make the quality 
fabrics they are renowned for, and a higher price was 
required for growers to continue to produce that special 
product. 

The 2014/15 “Bring back the Premium” contracts 
resulted in over 4000bs being pledged directly to New 
England Wool. On completion of the two six month 
contracts, over 2200bs were delivered to New England 
Wool at premiums of between 10-25% above the 
average auction quotes over that time.  

SuSTaiNaWOOl™ iNTEgriTY SChEmE Cont.
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Reda/Vbc Contract 2014  K / B type  
PRICES - Contract vs Market

Reda/Vbc Contract 2014  F / T type  
PRICES - Contract vs Market
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15.8 1690 2.4% 1910 15.8% 15.8 1650

15.9 1665 2.1% 1885 15.6% 15.9 1630

16.0 1650 2.5% 1860 15.5% 16.0 1610

16.1 1615 2.5% 1815 15.2% 16.1 1575

16.2 1585 2.9% 1785 15.9% 16.2 1540

16.3 1550 4.0% 1750 17.4% 16.3 1490

16.4 1540 6.6% 1740 20.4% 16.4 1445

16.5 1530 8.1% 1730 22.3% 16.5 1415

16.6 1525 8.2% 1725 22.3% 16.6 1410

16.7 1520 9.0% 1720 23.3% 16.7 1395

16.8 1515 9.0% 1715 23.4% 16.8 1390

16.9 1510 9.0% 1710 23.5% 16.9 1385

17.0 1505 9.5% 1705 24.0% 17.0 1375

17.1 1500 9.5% 1700 24.1% 17.1 1370

17.2 1495 9.1% 1695 23.7% 17.2 1370

17.3 1490 9.6% 1690 24.3% 17.3 1360

17.4 1485 9.2% 1685 23.9% 17.4 1360

17.5 1480 8.8% 1680 23.5% 17.5 1360

17.6 1475 9.3% 1675 24.1% 17.6 1350

17.7 1470 10.1% 1670 25.1% 17.7 1335

17.8 1465 10.6% 1665 25.7% 17.8 1325

17.9 1460 10.6% 1660 25.8% 17.9 1320

18.0 1455 10.6% 1655 25.9% 18.0 1315

18.1 1450 10.7% 1650 26.0% 18.1 1310

18.2 1445 10.7% 1645 26.1% 18.2 1305

18.3 1440 11.2% 1640 26.6% 18.3 1295

18.4 1435 11.7% 1635 27.2% 18.4 1285

18.5 1430 12.2% 1630 27.8% 18.5 1275

Analysis“Bring Back The Premium”  
Reda/Vbc Contract 2014

 * FINAL K/B PRICES ACOF USED IN CONTRACT

 * FINAL F/T PRICES ACOF USED IN CONTRACT

 * AVERAGE MARKET ACOF 1ST SEPT - 31ST OCT

Type explanaTion:     

K/B = TRADITIONAL FINE CRIMPING BEST TOPMAKING 

FLEECE. SOUND/STYLISH.     

F/T = TRADTIONAL FINE CRIMPING SPINNERS FLEECE. 

SOUND/SUPER STYLISH AND EVEN.

SuSTaiNaWOOl™ iNTEgriTY SChEmE Cont.
A major attribute of the Bring Back the Premium 
contract was the inclusion of a clause that allowed 
growers pledging to the contract to “walk away” if their 
wool did not fit the specifications of the contract. There 
was no penalty and no requirement to replace. This 
removed any nervousness from growers who may not 
be sure, at the time of pledging, how suitable their final 
wool clip would be.  

In the current 2015/16 season, New England Wool is 
managing three separate contracts. The largest is 
the new instalment of the “Bring Back the Premium” 
contract. This is a joint initiative from VBC and Reda and 
will involve around 2000bs once completed. In addition, 
Reda and Vitale Barberis Canonico have special 
individual “preferred supplier” contracts in place for 
wool producers who have been consistent suppliers of 
quantity and quality to these two highly respected fabric 
makers over many years. At the time of writing, the 
contract prices range from 10 to 45% (depending on the 
contracted type) above the auction market so far this 
season. For all contracts in place in the current season, 
it is a minimum requirement for all farms involved to be 
accredited under the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme.

Initiatives at auction.
Wool producers should also be aware that in the current 
season New England Wool, on behalf of its Italian 
shareholders, will use a higher limit (price) in the 
auction on all suitable lots from farms accredited under 
the SustainaWOOL™ Integrity Scheme. This shows 
our “belief” in the scheme and also gives a financial 
advantage to those growers who become accredited. 
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In its 150th year of operation, established Tasmanian 
agriculture firm Roberts have seen their fair share 
of highs and lows in the Australian wool industry.  As 
they push through their sesquicentenary, the company 
faces the future as part of the Ruralco family of pastoral 
businesses.  The question is, how will the identity of this 
quintessentially Tasmanian company evolve over the 
next 150 years? 

T42 degrees south, Tasmanians have embraced their 
isolation.  Like their cousins across the sea in New 
Zealand, they share not only latitude but a desire to be 
known for the premium quality and eco-credentials of 
their produce. The natural paradise of Tasmania, where 
air quality can be verifiably measured at its purest on 
earth, where pasture is rich, and the climate moderate – 
this is where the best merino wool in the world can  
be found. 

In Tasmania there are a handful of farmers whose 
merino sheep, grazing on green plateaus, live in 
incomparable seclusion.  It is not just the landscape 
here that is unique – it is the relationship that these 
farmers have with a Bavarian, luxury sportswear 
company that is most fascinating.  It is not a story that 
has been told very often.  Tassie locals are known for 
their pride as well as their privacy; but it is a story that 
deserves to be told.  As corporate farming inevitably 
becomes part of the global agribusiness landscape – 
niche producers are finding that their premium products 
are in high-demand.

Each year, approximately 40,000 wool bales are sold 
through the Roberts Wool agency.  While  much of 
the fleece is  sold via the open cry auction, ending 
up in China  (China accounts for around 75 per cent 
of Australian wool exports), an increasing number of 
Tassie growers are identifying with the global trend 
for premium eco-textiles; and a desire to market their 
unique wool product.  Their instincts are right on trend.  
When the Bavarians came to Tasmania looking for a 
premium fibre and realised the 3 million resident sheep 
on the island outnumber the 500,000 human inhabitants 
– they knew they had found a corner of the world which 
was special - untouched.    These Tasmanian Merino 
wool credentials are the unique sales proposition 
central to the Ortovox sportswear brand.  

Alistair Calvert is the Manager of Roberts Wool in 
Tasmania – he is also the brains behind a push to  
involve more Tassie wool growers in supplying wool  
with a value add - Tasmanian Merino branding.  A recent 
trip to Italy opened up many opportunities, one of which 
has culminated in  one of Alistair’s clients  the von  
Bibra family form a partnership with one of Italy’s 
largest mills.   

Sustainability and traceability of product underscore 
the appeal of fleece sourced at the family’s exclusive 
Beaufront property exactly  why Tollegno 1900  have  
signed a partnership agreement to be supplied with 
what they believe to be the best wool in the world.

According to the agreement, the farm Beaufront will 
exclusively supply the company  for two years, with a 
significant portion of its production of merino wool. 
The credentials of the farm also extend to its stance on 
animal welfare with the farm employing and training 
teams of professional shearers to harvest the fleece 
according to specific rules of ethics, guaranteeing the 
treatment of sheep in a stress-free environment.

The team at Roberts recognise value can be added to the 
product in verifying its origin and production methods:

“For select exporter clients we  produce a Certificate 
of Verification of the origin of wool. It is signed by the 
Premier of Tasmania and validates the authenticity, and 
premium nature of the fleece.  

We have found that in the export market – particularly in 
Japan, and increasingly now in China there is perceived 
value added downstream in the knowledge the wool is 
Tasmanian Merino.

Far from being just a trend, the desire for wool with 
sound eco-credentials has hit the mainstream. China’s 
new environmental laws demand greater transparency 
from growers for buyers in the Chinese market.  
Processors in China are wanting completed National 
Wool Declarations (NWDs) and this is due to it being 
viewed as a positive marketing tool in the US and 
European markets where buyers want to know and are 
indicating a preference for animal welfare.

“I think this is where the Roberts history in Tassie  
really comes to the fore – we have longstanding 
relationships with growers and through our Ruralco 
network have greater access to markets, analysts, 
information and trends which will drive the industry 
through the future.  Tasmanian Merino branding is in 
its infancy  - we would love to see the demand for that 
brand grow exponentially.

“Historically the peaks and troughs in the price of wool 
mean that growers face uncertainty in the price they 
are going to get.  If we could take out those peaks and 
troughs through eco-credentials and origin, ensuring 
value added downstream - that would suit all our wool 
customers” Mr. Calvert added.

It would seem that in 150 years Roberts Wool have 
maintained the same focus on their customer. The  
local, Tasmanian company are benefiting from better 
access to resources from their parent company Ruralco 
– but their philosophy and passion for their growers 
remains unchanged.  In a world where the pace of 
change is quickening, Roberts Wool have demonstrated 
they are innovative and see a bright future riding the 
sheep’s back.

rObErTS 150Th aNNivErSarY
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Ararat/Barunah

Will Reid, Russell Hartwich, Bronwyn Phillips, Penny 
Hartwich, Graeme Phillips, Andrew Phillips (a bit hidden), 
Heather Reid, John Taylor, Stephen Reid, Ian Meek, Les 
Meek (hidden), Geoff Phillips, Noel Henderson (hidden) 
Faye Meek, Trevor Perry, Doug Keith and Jaci Keith 

The 2015 show season kicked off in July with the 
Australian Sheep and Wool Show at Bendigo. This 
show attracts premier entries from across Australia. 
The Ararat – Barunah region was well represented at 
Bendigo with exhibits from Avington (Noel Henderson), 
Beverley (John Barty and family), Glencaber (Craig 
Eagle), Kelseldale (Russell Hartwich) and Mt Challicum 
(Phillip Hartwich).  

Each of these studs must be commended for the first-
rate entries they presented and for the commitment to 
the long preparation and effort required to put those 
animals on public display.  

All of our members had place getting entries, some 
of the major awards included Mt Challicum receiving 
the Reserve Champion Ultrafine Unhoused ewe.  With 
Kelseldale winning both the Ram and the Ewe Champion 
and Reserve Ultrafine ribbons in the restricted class, 
Kelseldale’s Champion ewe then went on to take out 
Grand Champion Restricted Ewe of Show.

Ballarat saw us rugged up against cold winds and 
hail. Those exhibiting in Ballarat included Beverley, 
Glencaber, Kelseldale and Mt Challicum. Major awards 
in the Ultrafine section included the Ultrafine Grand 
Champion and Reserve Grand Champion Ultrafine 
Ewe went to Beverley who also received the Reserve 
Grand Champion Ultrafine Ram. While in the Superfine 
section Glencaber took home the Reserve Champion 
Housed superfine ewe, Mt Challicum won the Champion 
Unhoused Superfine ewe and Kelseldale took out the 
Champion Restricted Ram and ewe.

Penny and 
Russell 
Hartwich and 
Noel Hartwich 
with Russell 
and Penny’s 
Champion ewe 
from 
Sheepvention 
– Photo from 
Warrnambool 
Standard

The final show of the year was the two day Sheepvention 
held at Hamilton in the first week of August. Members 
exhibiting were Beverley, Glencaber, Kelseldale and 
Mt Challicum.  In the Ultrafine section awards went 
to Beverley who took home both the Reserve Grand 
Champion Ultrafine Ram and Reserve Grand Champion 
Ultrafine Ewe. In the Superfine section Kelseldale took 
out the Grand Champion Superfine Ewe, this ewe had 
earlier won the Champion Restricted Superfine Ewe.  
Kelseldale also received the Champion Restricted 
Superfine Ram. Mt Challicum took home the Reserve 
Champion Unhoused Superfine Ewe.

Members were well represented in the Australian fleece 
competition, the results and entries being on display 
during the Australian Sheep and Wool Show at Bendigo. 
Well done to the Reid family, Kooringa Farming who 
won the Champion and Reserve Champion for the 14.5 
micron and finer division, Kooringa also took out the 
Most Valuable Fleece in the entire competition. 

Results were as follows in section order:
Kooringa  1st and 2nd 14.5 micron and finer,   
 merino commercial ewe/wether

Mt Challicum  1st 15.5 micron and finer, merino stud ram

Kelseldale  2nd 15.5 micron and finer, merino stud  
 ewe/wether

Beverley 2nd 16.6 to 17.5 micron, merino stud ram

Mt Challicum  3rd 16.6 to 17.5 micron, merino stud ram

Beverley  1st and 2nd 16.6 to 17.5 micron, 
 merino stud ewe/wether

Albury Wodonga

Back: Stuart Drinnan, Rob Harris and Margaret Humphry, 
Front: Abe and Emily Manly, Ian Humphry, Brenda 
McGahan, Phil O’Keefe and John Taylor

Finally something for farmers to smile about. After 
years of low wool prices we have seen some positive 
movement in Superfine prices for the last few months 
but unfortunately not many of our growers have been 
able to capitalize on the improvements yet.

Most of our region has had a fairly good season although 
it did get a bit tough feed quality wise through March 
to early April. When it started to rain in April feed grew 
fairly quickly fortunately because lambing was starting 
in this area. Wool strength so far has been variable with 
some lots quite good and others not so good.

aSWga aNNual rEgiONal rEPOrTS 2015/16
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Our AGM went quite well although it was disappointing 
the attendance was so low. All those who attended 
enjoyed a roast lunch courtesy of Marg and Ian followed 
by lots of discussion about our industry. 

ASWGA President John and Vera Taylor attended and 
gave a good presentation about overseas mills. Various 
issues and good discussion followed. 

CEO of Australian Country Spinners Brenda McGahan 
and Mill Manager Phil O’Keefe attended and had great 
input into the meeting. Brenda showed great pride in 
being able to show us balls of wool made from ASWGA 
wools. Australian Country Spinners are Mill Members of 
ASWGA.

Rob Harris, another associate member, attended  
from TAFE NSW Riverina Institute and presented a  
list of available courses that our members may be 
interested in.

It was great to meet Stuart Drinnan another of our 
associate members who attended his first meeting 
along with my daughter, Emily and husband Abe Manly 
who have also recently become Associate members. 

In all we had 10 people attend and had a very informal 
meeting. Sue Housego, Ian Gill, Neil Collins, and Brian 
Fraser were apologies. 

Goulburn/Yass

Back: H Paul Simons, Ian Cathles, John Ive, Kevin 
Rattigan and Danny Picker; Front - Brenda McGahan, 
Lyndall Eeg, Robyn Ive, Megan Picker and Helen Cathles

Currently we are experiencing quite a wet winter in  
most areas, with  areas of the Central Tablelands 
experienced the biggest snow fall ever recorded. This 
follows a very dry summer which had farmers very 
worried, but with rains coming early April things have 
improved considerably.

Early shearings vary but in most areas staple strength 
seems very strong, although yields maybe down a touch 
on the richer country.

Our region has been quite active this year considering 
the wool market for Superfine and Ultrafine wools. 

Our Region fully supports the New England Wools 
Sustainawool Program with many of our members 
already signed up. One still knows these premiums 
are very hard for growers of the southern tablelands 
to obtain with the seasons we experience, and I also 
believe these prices are not enough to keep traditional 
wool growers in the industry.

We had a very good representation from our region at 
the Annual ASWGA Wool Dinner in Armidale. The Dinner 
and Seminar was run very well and a good time was had  
by all.

During the year we had a meeting with Mr Andrew 
Ross of Bluey Merino. Andrew is based in Bowral on 
the Southern Tablelands, with the help of Paul Vallely 
we are working with Andrew to try and trial some 
traditional crimpy 16 micron wool with his company.

Paul Vallely and Helen Cathles have been working 
overtime for the superfine wool industry this year and 
congratulations to them.

Thank you to Lyndall Eeg and Paul Simons for joining  
our committee they are a breath of fresh air and just  
what our industry needs ( Confident and keen superfine 
wool growers). 

A very big thankyou to John Taylor, a great job leading 
our organisation  very professionally, during a period of 
very low wool prices. 

Growers are still leaving our industry as $ per hectare 
are able to be doubled in other enterprises, unless 
professional wool growers are not offered contracts  
by overseas mills or receive much higher prices at 
auction, time is very limited for traditional superfine 
wool to survive

Hamilton Region 

Back: Peter Mibus, Matthew Linke,  Bradley Venning, 
Barry Kinghorn, Bill Crawford, Marius Cuming (AWI), 
Trevor Mibus, William Kinghorn, Andrew Howells (Elders), 
John Taylor, Everard Linke. Front: David Rowbottom, 
Dianne Kinghorn, Jenny Crawford and Susan Rowbottom

Long term environment sustainability is the key goal of 
the Hamilton Regions superfine wool growers.

Environmentally friendly, predominantly Saxon Blood 
Merino sheep thrive under a range of conditions.  They 
can be equally at home in scrubland, unimproved 
native grassland, semi improved grassland with some 
introduced grasses and clovers, to fully improved 
European type pasture.

The district’s wool growers have long recognised the 
benefits of selecting for genetically sound robust 
sheep.  Good doers under all types of conditions; it is 
these merinos that produce the 1PP bales, seasonal 
Australian and World record priced bales and award 
winning fleeces.

The 2014/15 wool growing season was no exception to 
this rule.

aSWga aNNual rEgiONal rEPOrTS Cont.
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Many of the regions superfine wool growers purchase 
their Merino rams from a small number of very 
successful studs within the region.

In the picturesque Victoria Valley the famous Sierra Park 
stud maintains one of the world’s last remaining flocks 
of pure Saxon Merinos.  They graze in harmony with 
kangaroos, wallabies and emus in typical well preserved 
red gum country.

Further south near Dunkeld, Glenara Stud, suppliers 
of rams to numerous district commercial superfine 
growers produced a 1PP bale this season and were thus 
inducted into the Wool Excellence Club.  The club set up 
by Vitale Barberis Canonico to work with the best wool 
growers to produce the best fabrics possible.

Glenara also won the Hamilton Regions section of the 
ASWGA Fleece Competition.

Earlier in the selling season Dunkeld district 
commercial superfine wool growers Everard Linke 
and family were inducted into the Wool Excellence 
Club.  They produced two 1PP bales sold under the 
Successori Reda SpA 150 contract.  At the fore front of 
using biologically formulated fertilizers on their farm 
to produce pasture to sustain the production of these 
superior wools for present and future generations.  The 
Linke’s are also past placegetters and winners of the 
New England Ultimate Clip Award.

Linke’s Glenholme property

In sight of the sand dunes and roaring Bass Strait 
gales, alongside highly productive dairy farms mainland 
Australia’s most southern merino stud is Rowensville.

Rowensville won the Vellus Aureum section of the 
Ermenegildo Zegna Fleece Competition for the second 
consecutive year.  They also obtained the Australian 
Seasonal Record price for wool sold by auction for the 
2014/15 selling season.

With sustainability of the environment high on their 
agenda the Rowbottom family have planted thousands of 
trees.  Koalas, Eastern Grey kangaroo and three species 
of wallabies have no hassles co-existing with their 
merino sheep.

Photos taken with remote camera on Rowensville from 
L-R: Southern Brown Bandicoot, wallaby with joey, 
wallaby with joey at night and lone koala at night.

Over 60 bird species have been counted on farm and 
in the adjacent reserve.  Also healthy populations of 
possums, antechinus, echidnas and marsupial rats.  The 
farms greatest achievement however is the preservation 
of one of Australia’s last remaining populations of the 
endangered Southern Brown bandicoot.

Eagle Nesting

Sheep grazing has proven to be no threat to maintaining 
the environment suitable for the preservation of this 
unique species.  A strong fox baiting program benefits 
the survival of both the bandicoot and farm livestock.  
Maintaining the bandicoots alongside producing some 
of the best wool in the world is high on the Rowbottom 
family’s agenda.

Hamilton “The Wool Capital of the World” and 
surrounding district remains synonymous with 
environmentally friendly Merino sheep and will remain 
so for generations to come.

Images of the Rowbottom’s property supplied by 
Mrs Lisette MILL 
Basalt to Bay Landcare Network Facilitator for 
THE BASALT TO BAY LANDCARE NETWORK INC
Moyne and Warrnambool Regions, South West Victoria. 
Hours of Business:  Monday to Friday 9 am to 3pm. 
All mail to: P.O. Box 5465, Warrnambool, VIC 3280 
Physical Office Location: Koroit Historic Railway 
Station, Bourke Avenue, Koroit, VIC 3282 
Mobile:   04 08 712 713 
email:  basalttobay@gmail.com 
web:  www.basalttobay.org.au
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Mudgee Region

Back: Ray George, Mick Munro, John Taylor, Nella Price; 
Front: Heather George, Kerry and Brenden Cole and 
Murray Price

The last 12 months in the Mudgee Region has seen 
varied seasonal conditions and after the rain and  
snow in recent weeks we are all hoping for a  
promising spring.

Wool prices still remain low and sustainability for many 
woolgrowers is not positive and there is great concern 
especially with price increases in all other rural goods 
and services. Many in this Region are diversifying 
into other breeds that keep them afloat.  If there is 
no turnaround in wool prices we will see many more 
woolgrowers move out of the industry. 

Even though we don’t have many members and  
with such a decline in the industry, members of  
Mudgee Region are still strongly committed and  
involved in supporting Australian Superfine 
Woolgrowers Association. 

Congratulations to members who have been winners 
and place getters over the past 12 months. In the 
ASWGA Wool Competition, Paul Jones and Kim Price 
of ‘Lynside’ won first place in the Mudgee Region and 
Alicia Hawkins of Oakwood, Mudgee took out first place 
in the Photographic Competition.  Andrew and Penny 
Hundy have again secured second place in Unprotected 
Fleece category in the Zegna Competition with a fleece 
from the ‘Windradeen’ property.

Kim Price and Paul Jones of Lynside

New England

L-R: Peter McNeill, Rosemary McNeill, Cathy Hayne, Leo 
Blanch, John Holley, Harold Manttan, Sue Manttan, Lois 
Holley, Max Endacott, Andrew Blanch, Janet Gall, John 
Taylor, Daryl Carter, Tony Gall

Season
Our season is quite good; we have good grass cover and 
quantity for winter. Some areas are wetter than others 
– especially west of the New England Highway. We did 
have two snowfalls a few weeks back but they weren’t 
really heavy. These didn’t affect the majority of growers 
as shearing/lambing is not in full swing at the time of 
writing. Some have started to feed ewes and more will 
commence topping up ewes as we approach lambing in 
the spring. 

Market
The wool market started to spike about Easter and 
rose about 30% compared to last year, but has slipped 
markedly in the last six weeks. This level for super-fine 
growers is still below breakeven for most farmers who 
are feeling only minimal joy from wool prices and would 
not be economic without other enterprises. The  
mutton/lamb side of the equation is the bright light 
enabling most growers to make profits even though  
they are small. 

Events
The New England Region would like to thank the Zegna 
group for their increased support for the Ermenegildo 
Zegna 2014-15 competition. New England growers 
submitted substantially more fleeces than last year and 
were delighted with receiving a direct reward for both 
their Vellus Aureum and Unprotected fleeces from the 
Zegna group. David and Angie Waters were awarded 3rd 
prize in the Unprotected Section. 

The major event for our region was hosting the ASWGA 
dinner/seminar in early May 2015. The event, co-
ordinated with the Sheep CRC, attracted a sizable 
audience of nearly 100 attendees, which filled the 
lecture theatre at Sheep CRC/Armidale University and 
provided an opportunity for superfine growers to hear 
recent scientific and practical developments.   The 
afternoon finished with a panel discussion of highly 
regarded wool buyers who explained their submissions 
to the AWI Wool Selling Systems Review. 

Dinner that night, at Merilba Estate saw a wonderful 
meal enjoyed by all and entertainment by local poet 
Gordon Edmonds. 
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The ASWGA fleece competition,  sponsored by 
Cleckheaton, winners were announced, the overall 
winner being Noel Henderson, ‘Avington Farm’, Victoria. 
The New England region winner was Mark and Lesleann 
Waters, who also won the 70’s category.

On behalf of the Region and ASWGA I would like to 
thank Cathy Hayne, and Tony and Janet Gall for the 
tremendous amount of work they put into organising this 
successful event.

Region Annual General Meeting
Federal President John Taylor visited in late July while 
we held our AGM. There were about 15 members in 
attendance.  John outlined a tough year for growers with 
wool prices mostly below the cost of production. At the 
meeting, two motions were proposed to present to the 
ASWGA AGM:

1. That the ASWGA Council embrace technology 
change (eg  updating the website) to improve 
communication and visibility connectivity between 
grower members and other stakeholders.

2. That the New England region recommend a change 
of direction requiring a review of the ASWGA 
constitution, whereby the Chairman and Office 
Bearers of ASWGA are elected on a national basis 
to allow the best leadership direction and initiatives 
for the future of the association.

New England Region Elections
The results of the New England Region Elections were:

Chairperson:  Cathy Hayne

Vice Chairman:  Mark Waters

Secretary/Treasurer: Janet Gall

Councillors:  Cathy Hayne and Mark Waters

Alternates:  Steve Harvey and Tony Gall

Mark Waters 
New England Region Vice Chairman

Tasmania

Back: Frank O’Connor, Allan Phillips, John Taylor, Richard 
Gee, Simon Cameron, Ian Thirkell-Johnston, Eric 
Hutchinson; Front: Kirsty Hill, Marie Broadle and Prue 
O’Connor

Below average seasonal conditions have been dominant 
over the last year, although a wetter than average 
summer provided relief to some.  

The quality of wool clips offered throughout the year  
has been largely maintained, and I would expect the  
next clip will be more significantly affected.  A run of 
cold and frosty weather from early May has impacted on 
pasture quality.

In comparison to the previous year, Tasmania produced 
17% less wool under 15.5µm (-27% nationally) and 5% 
more wool in the 15.5 to  18.5 range (0% nationally).

The fine wool market remains depressed, in direct 
contrast to the rest of the market.  Most of the price 
improvement has been since February and has recently 
been more volatile.  It is pleasing to note that there 
is still some enthusiasm for producing high quality 
superfine wool.  There were seven 1PP bales produced, 
coming from Glen Stuart and Kingston.

The 177th Campbell Town show (MAA) was held on 
the 29th and 30th May. Ultrafine and Superfine sheep 
entries were low  although sheep entries in total 
increased with some exhibitors travelling from the 
Mainland.                                                             

Good quality fleece entries were presented and a 
large crowd attended the popular fashion parade.                                                             
A highlight for supporters of the show was a Gala 
Black Tie Ball held in recognition of local business                                                             
Roberts Ltd celebrating 150 years of service in 
Tasmania.  ASWGA congratulate Roberts Ltd, a sponsor 
of ASWGA Fleece Competition, on this significant 
achievement.

Many members have continued participation in clip and 
fleece competitions.  Congratulations go to Kingston 
for placing 3rd in the Vitale Barberis Canonico Wool 
Excellence Award, to Glen Stuart winning  the 90s and 
Finer section of the ASWGA fleece competition and the 
Unprotected Section of the Zegna Fleece Competition.  
Also in the ASWGA fleece competition Patterdale had a 
highly commended fleece.

Ian Thirkell Johnston  
Tasmanian Regional Chairman

Georgina Green 
modelling at the 177th 
Campbell Town Show 
Fashion Parade
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Western Australia

Our season to date held lots of promise earlier in the 
season with wide spread rains right across the state 
with warm conditions at the time feed jumped out the 
ground and there were smiles all round.

With some follow up light showers the feed growth was 
just keeping ahead of the sheep.

However as the cold chill of July arrived dry conditions 
returned and lambing ewes were struggling.

State-wide, everyone would be in need of significant 
rain shortly  or there will be a lot of stress in the rural 
community.

We also understand the many farmers across the 
country experienced similar conditions in previous years 
so this is catch up for us.

Again this year Heather and I made our annual 
pilgrimage to the Australian Sheep and Wool Show.

It was nice to take a break from hand feeding sheep 
which has been ongoing since January apart from a 
short break in May after we had what looked like a 
good opening to the season. But alas the rain clouds 
cleared and the sunshine came back and green feed just 
evaporated.

Fortunately for the croppers the good early rain provided 
some good sub soil reserves and the early sown crops 
are still looking promising.

But back to the sheep show It was interesting to see 
where other traditional fine wool breeders are heading 
with their genetics. I think it should be ringing alarm 
bells to millers and processors, if these trends continue 
a lot of good tradition fine wools will be lost for a long 
time to come.

In our own state we have Geoff and Kate Fysh who 
invested heavily in developing one of the state’s premier 
wool clips. Of course there are many other breeders 
introducing bloodlines that would never have been 
considered in the past; however that doesn’t mean there 
are not good Superfine sires out there.

I guess that’s one of the benefits of having such great 
shows as the Bendigo which is the only sheep show  
that attracts stud sheep from all over the country. Let’s 
hope that we start to see a turnaround in the not so 
distant future.

In the meantime we shall continue with our own 
program focused on wool quality body size and wool cut, 
essentially the drivers for a profitable enterprise.

Russell Meaton 
WA Regional Councillor

Patience James

Bill and Patience James joined ASWGA around 1985, 
after settling on their property “Sailor Jack” near the 
Qld/NSW border in 1973.   Bill’s interest in superfine 
wool arose from his youth in Casterton, Victoria. Bill 
and Patience were extremely interested in improving the 
quality of their wool, visiting mills in Europe in  
1986, under tours headed by the late John Williams. 
Patience maintained her Associate Membership 
of ASWGA until 2015. Patience had an enduring 
commitment to community work, continuing her support 
for the Red Cross throughout her life, and receiving the 
Stanthorpe Australia Day Citizen of the year in January 
2015.  Sadly, Patience passed away in July 2015, at the 
age of 95 years. 

Noreen Coulton

Noreen was the first woman elected President (1998 
– 2001) of Farm Writers, an organisation committed to 
strengthening the links between the rural sector and 
the community in general. Noreen’s accomplishments 
include roles as a NSW Branch Councillor of the Public 
Relations Institute of Australia, member of its College 
of Fellows, and senior positions in public relations 
for the Royal Agricultural Society, Wool Corporation 
and Australian Cotton Foundation, and work for 
the Australian Cotton Foundation, Leather Institute 
and Dalgety. For some years she managed fashion 
promotions and publicity for Ermenegildo Zegna and 
in turn facilitated the Ermenegildo Zegna Wool Trophy 
competition for ASWGA for many years. Her work earned 
her many awards and was seen as a model for creating 
effective communication strategies for the rural sector.  
Sadly, Noreen passed away in June 2015. 

Val Barty

We were saddened to learn of the death, on April 26th, 
of Val Barty, at the age of 79 years.

As Val Robb, she married wool grower Mac Barty in 
1959, and moved from her family home in Bendigo to the 
Barty family property “Beverley”, near Redesdale.

Quickly adapting to farm life, she became a “hands on” 
partner in the work of growing superfine  wool, and 
played a part in guiding the “Beverley” stud, which had 
been founded in 1956, and wool clip to be among the 
most respected in the industry.

She was able to step back into a less active role when 
son John joined the management team, and the 
addition, more recently, of John’s son Lachlan has 
meant that the ever increasing work load has been able 
to be spread a little wider.

ASWGA extends sympathy to former regional Councillor 
Mac, children John and Lindy, and five grandchildren.
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Weaver of a Life in Colour - in Wool

This story began many years ago, when I started my 
work in the Textile Industry. But the next chapter began 
in March 2010, when I was invited to Buckingham Palace 
for a celebration of The British Fashion Industry.

I was introduced to Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth as 
‘Mr Campbell, from Holland and Sherry’, the company 
for whom I worked at the time as Sales Director.

I said “Good Evening Ma’am, my name is Malcolm, I am 
a Scottish weaver.”

Her Majesty The Queen turned to The Duke of Edinburgh 
and said “This is Malcolm the Weaver”.

And so, after a career spanning over 40 years from 
apprentice weaver and textile designer at A&J MacNab 
of Haddington in Scotland, I was christened ‘Malcolm 
The Weaver’ by Her Majesty The Queen at Buckingham 
Palace in London.

Another chapter unfolded in July 2013, when I was 
invited by BBC Scotland to participate in a CBeebies 
children’s educational programme called “My Story.” 
This involved my telling my six year old twins Aidan and 
Zoe about my 40 year plus career as a textile designer 
and weaver.  The programme was called ‘Weaver’, which 
was included in a series of short films in a pre-school 
history series in which children discover their family 
history through fun, adventure and play.  I took my twins 
to the Isle of Lewis in the Scottish Outer Hebrides and 
I was filmed telling them about my life in the textile 
industry, in particular, my involvement with Harris 
Tweed, textile design, and weaving. The programme 
examined how wool was shorn and spun, yarn was dyed 
and coloured and then designed and woven in to Tweed 
cloth.  (The programme can be viewed on You Tube - 
Malcolm The Weaver)

My twins Aiden and Zoe were facinated by what they saw 
and learned about textile design.  They continually asked 
me questions about colour and the magic of textiles 
and so the story began, about wool, cloth and colour.  I 
then realised that the stories i had been telling to my 
children, could be told to children around the world and 
so the idea of Malcolm The Weaver children’s book was 
formed.

I realised too, that to talk about colour to children, 
exquisite and enchanting illustrations would be required 
within the book and my daughter, Sharon, an artist, took 
on the challenge of illustrating the children’s stories. 

malCOlm ThE WEavEr
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The adventure began and in May 2014 at The Merchant 
Adventurers Hall in York, the first of the series of 
books was launched. The first book was ‘Weaver of a 
Life in Colour’, encouraging children to think about 
their future, consider their career options, and to 
focus on nature and the environment.  This latter book, 
introduces 4 to 8 year old children to colour, primary 
colours, secondary colours, how colours are made and 
how everything from plants and birds to shells and the 
universe has its very own colours. The book explains 
the hue, the value and the chroma of a colour and also 
ventures into the emotional aspects of each colour of 
the rainbow, from red to orange, yellow to green, blue, 
indigo and violet.

Children are encouraged to think about their favourite 
colour and are immediately transported in to a magical 
world of colour and song.

They learn ‘No Colour, No Fun’, and join in the singing 
and actions of The Weavers Song;

“Whatever in The World 
May go wrong 
The weaver can fix it 
With his song 
shuttle, treadle, weave, pick 
shuttle, treadle, weave, pick 
magic  
From deep in the sea 
To up in heaven 
Any magic spell 
Can be woven 
shuttle, treadle, weave, pick 
shuttle, treadle, weave, pick 
magic”

Over the past seven years, The Society of Dyers and 
Colourists ‘Colour Experience’ team have been actively 
developing a very successful programme of educational 
activities for children in the Early Years Foundation 
stage and Key Stage 1 of UK Primary Schools education 
(aimed at 4 to 8 year olds)

As part of this development the SDC are continually 
looking for innovative ideas to engage young children in 
the chemistry and the art of colour.  I approached the 
SDC in 2014 with a proposal that we work together to 
educate children in the art of colour, the craft of textiles 
and the dangers being faced by the global pollution of 
our environment.

The SDC Colour Experience 
team and I have presented 
CBeebies ‘Malcolm The 
Weaver’ TV programme,and 
Weaver of a Life in Colour 
book to many schools and 
school children in both 
Scotland and England. The 
response has always been 
the same .... Fantastic.

The Society of Dyers and Colourists have organised 
colouring competitions around the UK, with winning 
entries from Essex and Glasgow. 

Children are encouraged to colour a scene from 
‘Weaver of a Life in Colour’. Books are given as prizes 
and children are introduced to hand weaving looms, 
and knitting dollies, so as well as the art of colour, 4 
to 8 year olds are introduced to the skills and crafts of 
weaving and knitting.

Colour activities are also presented on the Malcolm The 
Weaver web site (www. malcolmtheweaver.com).

An introduction to weaving, by weaving coloured paper 
strips. How colour is created, by separating colours in 
felt pens, and ‘spinning colours’ to show how the colours 
of the rainbow can combine to create new colours.  A 
spectrum of activities to teach young and curious minds 
the beauty, the magic, and the wonderful World of 
colour.

On 12th March 2015, during the total eclipse of the sun, 
the SDC launched the second book in the Malcolm The 
Weaver series, which continues to educate children 
about our changing environment, and the effect that it 
will have on colour.  ‘The Rainbow that mixed colours’ 
and its ‘flip book’ story ‘The Moon that shone dark’.  
One describes to children how the colours of the 
World would change if our rivers and seas continue 
to become polluted, and the other warns how colours 
would become dark and dull through air pollution from 
cars and factories.  The illustrations in both books are 
wonderful, and children can see at a glance how lives 
would be changed if we do not protect our planet.   
“No Colour, No Fun”

Both books talk about the h
piness of colour, and how 
colour influences our 
thoughts, our attitude and 
our lives.  They learn about 
the Moon, the seasons, and 
how fragile our 
environment is.
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Both books talk about the happiness of colour and how 
colour influences our thoughts, our attitude and our 
lives.  They learn about the Moon, the seasons, and how 
fragile our environment is. 

Some questions that have been asked by children who 
have read the books are; 
“who made colour before people were here?” 
“when I shut my eyes, do all the colours become black?’ 
“do I see colour the same way as you do Malcolm?” 
“how do you make white?” 
“has colour always been the same?’

Fascinating questions on colour from the minds of 
children, questions that could spark an interest in 
an inquisitive mind, an interest that could grow into 
a passion for colour, a passion that could grow in to 
a career, a career that could support and save our 
industry, with more wool, for more cloth and knitwear in 
more colours.

Malcolm The Weaver weaves magic from his magic 
loom.This magic teaches children about wool, textiles 
and colour.

Future books in the series will teach children about the 
environment, about the climate, the weather, the ebbing 
and flowing tides, the winds, and the waxing and waning 
Moon.

The magic of Nature.

An animation series of the books is currently being 
considered to take wool, colour and textiles around the 
primary schools of the World.  Malcolm The Weaver 
will weave his magic in America, India, Australia, New 
Zealand, Asia, Russia and in Europe.

A global textile and colour experience for children.
shuttle, treadle, weave, pick ....... magic.

(If you would like to sponsor books into primary 
schools in your country or region, please contact me on 
malcolm@theclothofkings.com)

iNvaSivE aNimalS CrC
Connect to the PestSmart toolkit 

The ‘PestSmart Connect’ website 
from the Invasive Animals CRC 
(IA CRC) is a handy practical pest 
animal management toolkit of 
guides, videos, case studies and 
connections to help with best 
practice management of pest 
animals such as wild dogs, 
rabbits and feral pigs.

Combatting the ongoing impact of pest animals on 
stock and production losses is a constant battle for 
wool growers. The IA CRC aims to help those on the 
land get on the front foot when it comes to pest animal 
management through developing new practical products 
and technologies and building knowledge.

To give producers instant access to learn, act and 
connect on pest management issues, the PestSmart 
Connect website provides guidance on best practice 
invasive animal management for a range of species 
including rabbits, wild dogs, foxes and feral pigs. 
There is also useful information about where to get 
help in your region. Complementing the website is the 
PestSmart YouTube channel which provides practical 
tips on pest animal control methods.

“PestSmart Connect is the essential ‘go-to’ guide for 
wool growers and land managers to find out about how 
to manage pest animals using best practice,” said Keryn 
Lapidge, manager of digital communications at the IA 
CRC.

“It is really hard to know where to start sometimes 
when pest animals become a problem. The PestSmart 
Connect website gives you the information you need to 
learn, act and connect with others. We also link to our 
pest mapping website and app called FeralScan where 
you can map sightings, damage and control activities 
caused by pest animals such as wild dogs, rabbit and 
foxes.” she said.
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Wild dog management resources

With wild dogs becoming an increasing problem, wool 
growers are looking for the tools to help manage the 
impacts. The PestSmart: Working Plan to Manage 
Wild Dogs and PestSmart: Guidelines for Preparing a 
Working Plan to Manage Wild Dogs provide an easy-
to-follow process for planning a strategic wild dog 
management program. The guides are based on a 
collaborative approach, across land-tenure boundaries, 
that has been used for more than a decade to reduce 
stock losses from wild dogs. The PestSmart: Glovebox 
Guide for Managing Wild Dogs provides information 
about wild dog behaviour and how a range of control 
tools can be implemented in an integrated control 
program that works. 

The Best Practice Manual for the use of Livestock 
Guardian Dogs contains practical information from 
producers, breeders and owners of livestock guardian 
dogs. It is a valuable read for any land managers 
seeking to employ these animals to guard livestock. 
National Wild Dog Action Plan resources are also 
housed on the PestSmart Connect website. All of these 
are available as free downloads at PestSmart Connect.

The IA CRC has also produced a DVD - PestSmart: 
Introduction to using foot hold traps for the capture of 
wild dogs and foxes. This popular DVD is an introduction 
to using foot hold traps for the capture of wild dogs and 
foxes, which is all part and parcel of undertaking an 
integrated control program. All clips from the DVD are 
freely available to watch at any time on the PestSmart 
YouTube channel. 

Fox, feral pig and rabbit management resources 

Practical advice and information on managing the 
impacts of foxes, feral pigs and rabbits can also be 
found at PestSmart Connect. This includes Glovebox 
Guides for each of these species, case studies on 
specific management programs, instructional videos 
and factsheets on control techniques.

Codes of Practice and Standard operating 
procedures 

PestSmart Connect also provides Model Codes of 
Practice and Standard Operating procedures for the 
humane control of key pest animal species. A model 
Code of Practice provides general information on best 
practice management, control strategies, species 
biology and impact, and the humaneness of current 
control methods. Standard Operating Procedures 
discuss animal welfare impacts for target and non-
target species and describe techniques and their 
application, as well as covering health and safety 
aspects.

FeralScan pest animal mapping Smart Phone App

Have you seen wild dogs, rabbits or other pest species in 
your local area lately? If the answer is yes, then you can 
use the FeralScan website and App to map pest animal 
sightings, damage and control activities, and see what 
other people have reported in your local area. 

The aim of FeralScan is to provide an easy-to-use 
resource for anyone to use to help document where pest 
animals occur in the landscape and to help farmers and 
land managers to use that information to act swiftly 
before a pest problem gets out of hand. As people record 
pest data it can be used to identify priority areas for 
control action or to monitor pest activity levels.

FeralScan coordinator, Peter West (pictured below), said 
groups such as wild dog associations were using it as 
part of their management activities.

“The Granite Borders 
Landcare Committee and 
Tenterfield Wild Dog 
Control Group have recently 
been using the wild dog 
resource, called 
WildDogScan, to help 
record where wild dogs are 
still causing problems in 
their local area, and even 
recording where baits are 
laid.”  

“This is going to be an increasingly important tool for 
quickly reporting wild dog problems, and essential 
for mapping hotspots. We need the community to get 
involved in recording wild dog activity in WildDogScan 
with the app. We hope that the App can help keep 
everyone better informed about current wild dog 
problems, and can help to turn the tables when it comes 
to getting on top of the wild dog problem”.

FeralScan is currently available as an Android and 
iOS (Apple) app for wild dogs, mice, rabbits, and feral 
cats, and as a mobile website for other pest animal 
species, such as foxes and feral pigs. There are already 
over 30,000 pest animal records mapped in FeralScan, 
providing a wealth of pest information direct from 
landholders and the community.

Recently feral cats were added to the FeralScan 
program, due to their impact not only on biodiversity 
but also the agricultural sector. Feral cats pose a 
health risk to livestock as carriers of diseases such as 
toxoplasmosis and sarcosporidiosis. 

Download the app from the Apple iTunes store or the 
Google Play store for Android. Access the mobile website 
at www.feralscan.org.au.

PestSmart Connect: www.pestsmart.org.au
PestSmart YouTube: www.youtube.com/PestSmart
PestSmart Facebook: www.facebook.com/PestSmart
PestSmart Twitter: @PestSmartCRC 
FeralScan: www.feralscan.org.au 
Contact: Invasive Animals CRC, 02 6201 2887,  
contact@invasiveanimals.com
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Sheep industry future in mining big data 

The sheep industry is awash with data, from micron 
measurements through to genome sequencing but until 
now it has been an overwhelming task for farmers to 
fully capture its value. As part of its five-year research 
agenda focused on the areas of meat quality, genetics 
and animal wellbeing, the Cooperative Research Centre 
for Sheep Industry Innovation is working to take the 
complexity out of data mining to unleash a new round of 
productivity improvements, writes CEO James Rowe. 

The performance of any modern economy or successful 
business, including those in the sheep industry, is 
highly dependent upon information technology and 
communication. 

The collection, analysis and sharing of data is 
fundamental for genetic gain, informed management 
decisions, smart marketing and more efficient 
utilisation of labour.  Information based on data adds 
value to almost all aspects of production, animal care 
and sheep meat processing. It will be a primary driver 
of improved productivity throughout the sheep and wool 
supply chains. 

However, data collected for specific purposes, such as 
sheep genetic analysis, has been ‘locked’ within systems 
that are not generally used for other purposes such as 
on-farm management decisions or within flock selection 
purposes.  And many of the current sheep industry 
databases exist on outdated platforms that date back to 
the 1990s. They are badly in need of modernisation and 
opening up to more widespread use. 

Through its role as a research “cooperative”, bringing 
together 40 producer, industry and government 
organisations, the Sheep CRC has been working to 
unlock the potential of ‘big data’. 

The Sheep CRC’s research agenda through to 2019 is 
targeting three key areas to bolster the industry, all 
of which require more efficient data gathering and 
interpretation: value-based pricing of sheepmeats 
through measurement of eating quality on each 
individual carcase at line-speed in abattoirs; improved 
animal wellbeing through smarter flock monitoring 
systems; and more accurate, affordable and easy to use 
genetic selection tools. 

In the 12 months since embarking on this new and final 
phase of the Sheep CRC, significant progress has been 
made in all three research programs. We are working 
closely with software and hardware companies to make 
EID systems simpler and more cost effective – more 
informed decision making is crucial to improving the 
health and wellbeing of sheep across Australia. 

Similarly, a number of prototypes have already 
been trialled in abattoirs to measure lean meat 
yield and meat eating quality at chain speed. The 
data forthcoming will provide more accurate quality 
information for processors in meeting consumer needs, 
and more accurate price signals for producers. 

Producers will be able to react to that feedback through 
more agile genetic selection tools – again being driven 
through rapid data interpretation systems. 

Over recent months the Sheep CRC has been working 
in collaboration with Telstra and Pivotal Labs in San 
Francisco, one of the leading software development 
companies in the world. The result is that this month the 
CRC will launch a new web-based app which will allow 
sheep producers and their business advisers to quickly 
search the rich resources in Sheep Genetics database to 
find the right rams to deliver their breeding objectives. 

In the same way that carsales.com.au and realestate.
com.au have transformed the marketing options for 
housing and second hand automobiles, RamSelect.com.
au will offer ram buyers and breeders alike a new way of 
accessing the sheep genetics market. 

RamSelect.com.au will allow commercial producers to 
purchase rams using Australian Sheep Breeding Values 
(ASBVs) without the need for a detailed understanding 
of the data. It will also be an important marketing tool 
for breeders, agents and consultants assisting clients to 
select ram teams. 

RamSelect.com.au will be accessible on a computer or 
on tablet.  It will search the Sheep Genetics databases 
– MERINOSELECT, LAMBPLAN and DOHNE – to quickly 
identify rams that are for sale and then rank rams for a 
defined breeding objective.  

A few simple prompts and slider bars allow ram buyers 
to define: 

• The breed and type of rams required 

• The number of rams to be placed in the ranked list 

• The region and/or stud to search 

• The type of sale you want to attend – auction and/or 
private treaty 

• The relative emphasis on traits that drive profit in 
different production systems 

Within seconds, the user is then provided with a list of 
rams ranked for their specific, customised, breeding 
objectives. This list can be saved on a tablet or printed 
for sale day. 

The development of RamSelect.com.au is just the first of 
many new tools to come from the Sheep CRC’s program 
of enhanced data utilisation, with future apps planned in 
the areas of flock management and animal wellbeing. 

With better information at hand and with new ways 
of using it – many aspects of sheep breeding that we 
previously only dreamed of are now becoming possible.  
It is the Sheep CRC’s goal to make sure that what is now 
possible is made practical for everyday use by sheep 
producers around Australia. 

RamSelect.com.au a game changer for sheep 
genetics market 

The new web-based app www.RamSelect.com.au is set 
to change the way sheep producers select the genetics 
they need to bolster production and profit. 

CrC fOr ShEEP iNduSTrY iNNOvaTiON
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The new web-based app www.RamSelect.com.au is set 
to change the way sheep producers select the genetics 
they need to bolster production and profit. 

RamSelect.com.au will allow commercial sheep 
producers to purchase rams using Australian Sheep 
Breeding Values (ASBVs) without the need for a detailed 
understanding of the data, and it will be an important 
marketing tool for breeders assisting clients to select 
ram teams. 

“More and more commercial breeders are demanding 
objective ASBV data when shopping for rams,” South 
Australian Merino breeder Jamie Heinrich said. 

“RamSelect.com.au ensures ram buyers can quickly 
check the status of our offering and rank rams against 
their breeding objective prior to sale day. On sale day 
the buyer only needs to check the visual traits before 
making their purchase decisions.” 

RamSelect.com.au was developed by the Cooperative 
Research Centre for Sheep Industry Innovation (Sheep 
CRC) in conjunction with Telstra, Australia’s leading 
telecommunications provider, and Pivotal Labs in San 
Francisco, one of the leading software development 
companies in the world. It is accessible on computer, 
tablet and phone.  

The NSW Department of Primary Industries has also had 
extensive involvement through the development of the 
app, providing expertise from the initial concept to the 
final product. 

Sheep CRC CEO James Rowe said the success of 
RamSelect.com.au was reliant on stud breeders keeping 
data and sale information up to date on the Sheep 
Genetics site. 

“In order for potential buyers to be able to find those 
rams suited to their breeding objectives, breeders must 
identify all rams that are for sale on the Sheep Genetics 
database and should specify whether rams are for sale 
by auction or private treaty,” he said. 

“This information will be used to create an electronic 
sale catalogue that can be searched using RamSelect.
com.au. If you don’t specify which rams are for sale 
using the Sheep Genetics web site, you and your clients 
will not be able to use RamSelect.com.au to select the 
most suitable rams to purchase.”

The CRC for Sheep Industry Innovation is co-funded 
under the Commonwealth Government’s Cooperative 
Research Centres Program. 

Ramselect app in use

Jamie Heinrich pictured

CrC fOr ShEEP iNduSTrY iNNOvaTiON Cont.
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Background

The wool industry has been investigating the electronic 
identification (Radio Frequency Identification, RFID) 
of wool bales since the 1980s and 1990s. In early 
2013, AWEX commissioned a review of available 
RFID technology and concluded that it was timely to 
recommence its work to identify technologies and 
implement processes that could ultimately result in the 
RFID of wool bales; the project is called e-Bale.

The e-Bale project commissioned a cost-benefit 
analysis of the RFID of wool bales.  Using a price point 
of A$1, this analysis highlighted significant benefits to 
the industry, particularly wool storage and handling 
companies.  It is recognised that in these situations it 
is usually the grower who pays; however, it was also 
noted that savings could accrue to the industry through 
increased efficiencies.

Trials to Identify Suitable Tags

In 2013/14, AWEX, with in-kind and financial 
contributions from AWH Ltd, carried out trials at the 
AWH store, Brooklyn VIC on a variety of tag types 
provided by different suppliers/manufacturers.  The 
selection trials aimed to evaluate the performance 
of different tags at the harshest point along the wool 
pipeline:  the dump.  The pack label was used as the 
carrier for the tags as this is the least damaging position 
when 3 bales are compressed into a tri-pak.  Tags were 
tested across a range of wool types, (e.g. Merino and 
Crossbred fleece/pieces), bale and tri-pak weights, 
temperature and humidity.

L-R: Examples of different RFID tag types and RFID tag 
adhered to inside pack label

Whole of Pipeline Study

There is a disconnect between the sectors of the wool 
pipeline (i.e. farm bales combined into sale lots may 
be purchased by different buying companies), so it was 
necessary to conduct the trials in two parts as described 
below.

Part 1:  Pack Manufacturer, Farm to Store

This concept involved testing tags through the following 
stages:  pack manufacturer, farm, transport to the store, 
storage and core/grab sampling.  Six Victorian wool 
growers (both Crossbred and Merino) used 750 packs 
(two RFID tag types) on farm; and post-shearing, they 
delivered their bales to AWH, Brooklyn.  Subsequently, 
all tags read in store and after core/grab sampling.  
From these trials, there was no apparent difference in 
the performance of the two tags types.  

A second study assessed whether tags could be read as 
a loaded truck drove through a “portal”.  Antennas and 
readers were set up and software developed to facilitate 
this.  Using different trucks, 97 - 99% of bales read.  
Based on additional small tests, it was confirmed that 
if the antennas are re-positioned and/or extra ones are 
added, it is possible to read all bales on a truck (driven 
at ~10 km hour and read through a curtain). 

L-R: Reading bales while truck is loaded and Truck driven 
past the portal.

Part 2:  Store, Dump to Mill

This concept involved testing tags through the following 
stages: pre- and post-dumping, containerisation, 
shipping and opening at the mill.  For the trials, wool 
exporters: New England Wool (NEW) purchased Merino 
wool for Pettinatura Romagnano, Italy and Modiano 
Australia purchased Crossbred wool for Nejdek Wool 
Combing, Czech Republic.  The in-kind and financial 
support provided by these exporters and topmakers 
demonstrated their interest in the work.

The photos below show the following:  tags being read 
using a hand-held reader (suited to in store or mill 
use), bales conveyed under an RFID antenna prior to 
entering the dump, tri-paks exiting the dump, and  bales 
and tri-paks laid out for reading and/or in storage at 
Romagnano, Italy.

L-R: Reading tags with a hand-held reader and Bale 
passing under the antenna before dump.

L-R:  Tri-paks exiting the dump and Bales in storage at 
Romagnano.

aWEx e-balE PrOjECT
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For the dump to mill trials, a total of 1,100 tags of the 
two RFID tags types were used.  Each set of three bales 
was read prior to entering the dump and was then 
allocated a tri-pak number.  The intention is that if only 
one bale can be read within a tri-pak, the other two 
bales will be automatically identified using the tri-pak 
number.

At Romagnano, for 342 Merino bales (approx. 110 tri-
paks, some doubles and singles), 341 tags read using 
a hand-held device, even when the tri-pak weight was 
~600 kg.  One tag was damaged and could not be read.

At Nejdek, the trial involved 758 Crossbred bales 
comprising approx. 250 tri-paks, some doubles and 
singles.  Heavy Crossbred dumped bales can be more 
difficult to read primarily due to higher moisture and/or 
grease levels rather than bale weight per se; therefore, 
the results were more complex.  Based on reading using 
a hand-held device:

• Six tags were damaged and could not be read at all.

• No tags read in 6 tri-paks; however, these tags 
(except damaged ones) all read when the tri-paks 
were turned over or opened. 

The results of the trials clearly differeniated between 
the tag types, viz. all of one tag type read, while 7 of the 
other tag type were damaged and could not be read.  

Pettinatura Romagnano and Nejdek Wool Combing were 
excited with the idea of knowing exactly which bales 
were in each tri-pak/double, as well as the potential for 
being able to log their location when stored.  Nejdek felt 
that they could easily work with a small number of tri-
paks not reading until they were opened.  The following 
are post-trial responses from these companies:

Feedback Romagnano, Italy via Andrew Blanch (NEW),

“I had good feedback from Italy. Their only issue was 
how long until we can “go live”?? It would be a huge 
benefit to Romagnano”. 

Feedback Nejdek, Czech Republic via Louis Costin 
(Modiano),

“I have spoken to the management here in London, who 
are all behind the technology. Another question they 
asked me is ‘when will it be implemented’, I wonder if 
you could give us an idea of a possible timeline.”

Future of AWEX e-Bale Project

There remains one research and development activity 
to fully evaluate the potential of e-Bale and that is 
the connection from farm to store.  This is based on 
linking RFID bales and AWEX’s “Woolclip” (electronic 
Woolclasser’s Specification) program.  AWEX is currently 
developing software to enable an RFID tag to be read 
on farm, with the information stored against each bale 
in the electronic Wool Book and Classer’s Speci.  These 
trials, to be conducted in the 2nd half of 2015, will  
prove the concept as well as allow the software to be 
fine-tuned.

With the success of the trials to date, the 
implementation of e-Bale is now reliant on support 
from industry; particularly growers, brokers, buyers and 
processors.  The introduction of e-Bale would work best 
for all sectors if the RFID tag could be introduced for 
all Australian bales (i.e. all packs to have a tag from a 
specific date of manufacture).  The AWEX Board will now 
consider how best to implement the e-Bale technology, 
with this process involving extensive industry 
consultation.

aWEx e-balE PrOjECT
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The minimum bale weight (for non-specialty wool) will 
increase from 110 kg to 120 kg from 1st January 2016.

The wool industry discussed this issue at length, and 
with the final decision made, Woolclassers and wool 
growers should now be preparing themselves for the 
change. 

The Bale Weight standard in detail:

• The minimum bale weight (for non specialty wool) to 
be increased to 120 kg,

• The increase is to be effective from 1st January 
2016,

• There will be no change to the maximum bale 
weight (it remains at 204 kg), and

• Single bale lines of specialty Superfine fleece wool 
(Australian Superfine [ASF4] or better) 18.5 micron 
and finer may have a minimum gross weight of 
90kg.  This is unchanged.

Industry analysis, conducted by the Australian Council of 
Wool Exporters and Processors and Private Treaty Wool 
Merchants of Australia, showed that 1.9% of all bales 
weigh between 110 - 119 kg and that these bales impact 
on 9.1% of all lots.  This is significant, particularly from 
a buyer and grower perspective.

Mark Grave, AWEX CEO said “Many of the costs that 
are incurred by growers and buyers are based on a per 
bale charge, not per kilogram.  Costs such as transport, 
warehousing and even testing fees are charged on the 
number of bales and not kilograms so it makes perfect 
sense to optimise these services and press heavier  
wool bales.”

“We understand that no-one sets out to press low weight 
bales, everyone wants more wool, not less; but it’s the 
unintended consequences of low weight bales that are of 
concern here, such as increased costs per kilogram and 
potentially less stable wool bales.” said Mr Grave. “We 
have an opportunity to improve the current bale pressing 
practices and increase the minimum bale weight at the 
same time, and thereby improve the efficiencies down 
through the supply chain.” 

“There is general agreement that the industry can 
improve the standard of wool pressing and that an 
industry based education and awareness campaign is 
paramount to achieving the best result.  To this end, 
AWEX has developed the AWEX Bale Weight Calculator 
App (BWC).  The AWEX BWC is portable and can be 
downloaded onto an iOS or Android smart phone.  
The App will go a long way to improving pressing 
performance.” said Mark Grave.  “The AWEX BWC  
App is free and can be used at any time, before and 
during shearing.”

Implementing the change of minimum bale weight 
on 1st January 2016 represents a fair and reasonable 
transition period for all wool growers, Woolclassers  
and classing houses, as it coincides with the release of 
the 2016 - 18 Woolclasser Code of Practice.

The AWEX Bale Weight Calculator App

The AWEX BWC has been released and is available from 
Apple and Android App stores.

The BWC App: 

• Is FREE to download and use,

• Is intuitive and therefore user-friendly,

• Can be used prior to shearing or anytime during 
shearing,

• Provides 5 wool pressing strategies, and

• Is a portable calculator for everyone.

The new BWC App allows the user to enter the number 
of sheep in the mob along with the estimated cut per 
head, and then set their own maximum and minimum 
weights - provided that they are within the 120 kg – 204 
kg range.  The BWC App offers five different strategies 
to consider:  from pressing the heaviest bales first, 
managing the end of a line over one or two bales, to 
averaging the weight of each bale across a line of wool.  
This means that the Woolclasser, wool presser and 
grower are in control and can optimize the wool leaving 
the shed.

L-R: BWC App data entry screen and BWC APP offers five 
different bale pressing strategies.

L-R: BWC APP strategy: pressing to max. bale weight, 
balance in 1 bale/butt AWEX Bale Weight Stickers and 
AWEX Bale Weight Sticker

AWEX Bale Weight Stickers 

AWEX is also releasing a new bale weight sticker in 
July 2015; they can be applied to wool presses so that 
everyone is aware of the Australian standard for wool 
bales.  The stickers will be available from AWEX via 
BOARDtalk and Woolclasser registration commencing on 
1st October 2015, direct from AWEX, as well as through 
brokers and private treaty merchants. 

miNimum balE WEighT TO 120 Kg - 1ST jaNuarY 2016
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The Gift of Kings®: 
this was the name 
Merino wool was 
known by in eighteenth 

century Europe, when the King of Spain gifted it to 
the Elector of Saxony and the royal families of France, 
Britain and Holland.

And now, three centuries later, it is the exclusive gift 
that Loro Piana dedicates to its clients in the form of 
garments crafted from the world’s very finest wool.

Measuring only 12 microns, this wool is finer than 
cashmere, as light as vicuña and only available in 
extremely limited quantities.

This ambitious project reflects Loro Piana’s constant 
quest for outstanding quality in the field of noble fibres 
and its total dedication to excellence, which once more 
begins from the selection of truly unique raw materials.

The Merino breed of sheep, which produces the finest 
quality wool, is also thought to be the oldest breed, 
evolving from species that lived in the wild centuries 
ago. The breed was certainly known to the Phoenicians, 
who traded in the fleeces, and the Greeks, who 
contributed to spreading it around the Mediterranean 
area. In the eighth century Merino sheep were 
introduced into Spain by the Moors. The environment 
proved particularly suited to them, and the animals 
were welcomed by the local people, who soon came to 
appreciate the extraordinary properties of their fibre.

This also attracted the attention of the Spanish 
sovereigns, aristocracy and clergy. As the sheep 
represented a sure source of income, the royals took 
possession of all the flocks and categorically forbade 
them from being sold. Indeed between the fourteenth 
century, when King Alfonso of Spain initiated the first 
laws, and the end of the eighteenth century, anyone 
attempting to export even a single sheep faced the death 
penalty. Even Christopher Columbus, when he set off on 
his second voyage for the Indies in 1493, took a cargo of 
Merino fleeces as a precious commodity for trading.

Well aware of the value of the flocks, in the eighteenth 
century the Spanish kings presented the animals as 
royal gifts. Pairs of Merino sheep – which since then 
have been known as the “gift of kings” – were given to 
the Elector of Saxony and the royal families of Britain, 
France and Holland as prized tokens to seal agreements 
and alliances. And it was the Saxons who began to rear 
the sheep intensively and develop the characteristics of 
the breed, with the aim of improving the quality of the 
wool.

Once there were no laws and restrictions in the way, 
the breed became more widespread internationally. In 
1773, on occasion of his second voyage to New Zealand, 
Captain James Cook took a pair of Merino sheep with 
him. Not long after that, in 1797, the breed also arrived 
in Australia, where it found the ideal conditions to 
thrive. The ongoing efforts of farmers in Australia and 
New Zealand ever since have led to the production and 
exportation of high quality wool becoming a driving force 
in the economies of these countries.

Australia is home to around 75 million sheep, only 18 
million of which produce wool finer than 19 microns. 
In New Zealand there are 32 million sheep, but only 
2.2 million of them yield fibre under 21 microns. And 
of these, only a few thousand produce Loro Piana’s 
exclusive “Gift of Kings” wool.

Loro Piana transforms 12 micron wool into super-fine 
yarn: so fine that one kilogram of wool, when unwound, 
stretches out to130 kilometres. Extremely delicate 
techniques have been developed to process this wool, 
which is so fine it risks breaking when handled. The 
resulting yarn is carefully crafted into fabrics that are 
both gossamer light and supremely warm. With the 
comfort of natural stretch, they drape fluidly and are 
perfectly crease-resistant. The Gift of Kings® wool is 
exquisitely soft and a pleasure to wear. It functions like 
a second skin, adapting to fluctuations in body heat 
caused by external temperatures changing, just as the 
fleece protects the sheep. In cold temperatures the wool 
traps the body’s natural heat in its fibres, while in hot 
conditions it ensures perfect breathability. 

The Gift of Kings® is a gift of nature, a new excellence 
in the field of natural fibres that Loro Piana crafts 
into a limited series of timeless garments: exclusive 
outerwear, sweaters and scarves destined for the most 
discerning connoisseurs.

The farms involved in the project

There are four farms involved in Loro Piana’s “Gift 
of Kings®” project, two in Australia and two in New 
Zealand. A total of 37,000 sheep are tended to with the 
utmost care by families who have devoted their lives to 
producing the finest wool in the world.

AUSTRALIA

Name: MILLBANK

Location: Walcha, New South Wales, Australia - 500 km 
north of Sydney

Established: 1932

Name: PYRENEES PARK

Location: Lexton, Central Victoria, Australia – 1,000 km 
south west of Sydney (160 km north of Melbourne)

Established: 1888

NEW ZEALAND

Name: SOMERTON PARK

Location: Yaldhurst, Canterbury, New Zealand - 400 km 
south west of Wellington

Established: 1987

Name: VISULEA

Location: Maungati, Timaru, South Canterbury, New 
Zealand - 600 km south west of Wellington

Established: 1971

a NEW lOrO PiaNa ExCEllENCE
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Natalie Doran-Browne 
Research Scientist 
The University of Melbourne

Sustainable farming has become increasingly important 
to ensure farming remains viable with the ability to 
increase productivity into the future. In recent years, 
environmental impacts have focused more heavily 
on the greenhouse gas emissions produced on farms 
and the importance of reducing or offsetting these 
emissions. Researchers at the University of Melbourne 
undertook the task of calculating the carbon balance 
of Talaheni, a 250 hectare farm near Yass, NSW owned 
by John and Robyn Ive, that specialises in ultrafine 
wool of around 12 to 14 micron. Talaheni has focused 
on becoming sustainable, increasing productivity and 
becoming a carbon neutral sheep farm. When Talaheni 
was purchased in 1980 it was non-viable due to previous 
unsustainable management practices, particularly 
overstocking. The property, like many other farms in the 
region, had major dryland salinity (Scown 2000) which 
reduced plant growth and deteriorated soil health, also 
reducing plant survival (Rengasamy 2002).

Sheep, cows and other ruminant livestock produce more 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHGE) than other farming 
activities. Therefore it is desirable to reduce emissions 
where possible. Scientists have studied numerous 
options to reduce emissions by changing the feed 
management, flock structure or breeding management 
of animals. While these options help to reduce the 
impact of emissions from livestock farms, they only 
decrease emissions by around 30% and there is 
currently no way of reducing all emissions from animals. 
However, sequestering carbon in trees has the potential 
for livestock emissions to be offset in their entirety.

The carbon balance of Talaheni was analysed by 
calculating the GHGE from livestock, energy and fuel, 
and comparing these emissions with the carbon that 
was sequestered in trees and soil. Greenhouse gas 
emissions were calculated using the same method that 
is applied to calculate Australia’s National Inventory 
of greenhouse gas emissions (IPCC 2006; DIICCSRTE 
2013). The majority of greenhouse gas emissions that 
come from livestock farms are in the form of enteric 
methane, but methane is also produced in manure. 
Nitrous oxide is another greenhouse gas produced 
on farms and occurs when soil is cultivated as well 
as in dung and urinary depositions. Nitrous oxide is 
also produced indirectly when nitrogen is lost with 
leaching, runoff and through the process of ammonia 
volatilisation. The amount of carbon sequestered in 
trees and soil can be calculated using a model called 
FullCAM (Richards and Evans 2004). The FullCAM model 
uses data from trees and soils that have been measured 
and estimates how much carbon is stored in soils and 
trees as they grow.

Australian soils naturally have high levels of salt, 
creating problems with salinity in many regions (John et 
al. 2005). Although groundwater tables in Australia were 
once stable, after European settlement land was cleared 
of trees, causing more rainfall to enter the ground water  
(Eichhorn et al. 2006). 

Water tables then rose which mobilised salt and created 
dryland salinity  (Rengasamy 2002). At Talaheni, planting 
trees absorbed this excess water, lowering the water 
tables and reducing salinity (John et al. 2005). 

At Talaheni the terrain is rolling to hilly with the 
flatter areas (100 ha) most suited to grazing and the 
upper slopes containing the majority of trees (mainly 
Eucalyptus polyanthemos and Eucalyptus macrohyncha). 
Trees provide important benefits such as reduced 
salinity, increased pasture and crop production (Lin et 
al. 2013), windbreaks, shelterbelts for animals in winter 
to improve survival, reduced soil erosion and increased 
biodiversity (Brandle et al. 2004). Revegetation was 
achieved by intensively grazing selected areas and 
then removing the sheep to allow tree seeds to readily 
establish on the disturbed ground. In areas where 
trees numbers were too low to provide sufficient seed, 
seedlings were planted in row strips with local species 
such as Red Box (Eucalyptus polyanthemos) that 
produce quality timber. Selective thinning was used for 
more vigorous and sustainable tree stocking rates. An 
estimated 200,000 trees were established by managed 
seedling regeneration, compared with about 20,000 
seedlings planted by hand. 

When Talaheni was purchased in 1980 the soil carbon 
under pastures had degraded to only 0.8% total organic 
carbon in the top 30 cm of soil. The reclaimed flats 
were planted with perennial pasture species (Phalaris 
aquatica) while native perennial grass, Microlaena 
stipoides, re-established on the lower slopes which 
increased the amount of carbon in the soils under 
pasture to 1.4 % over the following 30 years. On the 
upper slopes, carbon also accumulated in the soils 
as trees were planted, adding debris to the soil and 
contributing further to the soil carbon sequestration. 

At Talaheni 115 ha of land had tree cover and therefore 
the farm had a good ability to sequester carbon. While 
2,800 t CO2 equivalence (CO2e) was emitted from 
Talaheni, mainly from livestock (2,500 t CO2e), it was 
estimated that 18,400 t CO2e was sequestered in trees 
between 1980 and 2012. The soils under pastures 
contributed 8,400 t CO2e and the soils under trees 
sequestered a further 3,400 t CO2e. Therefore, the final 
carbon balance of Talaheni from 1980 to 2012 offset 
greenhouse gas emissions completely and sequestered 
a further 27,400 t CO2e. Emissions were completely 
offset from the year 1985.

Environmental initiatives such as planting trees to 
reduce salinity have helped to increase productivity 
at Talaheni. As a result of the additional trees and 
management on the property, the Talaheni farm reduced 
salinity, increased soil carbon and also increased the 
productivity and profitability of the farm. Since 1983 
there has been a steady increase in stocking rate of 0.15 
DSE/ha/year on average and cattle weaning weight has 
also increased by 1 kg/year as pasture management and 
pasture availability have improved.

CarbON NEuTral farmiNg aT TalahENi, YaSS vallEY, NSW



AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

52 | Annual 2015/2016

AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

The results showed that after 30 years the farm 
sequestered nearly eleven times more carbon in trees 
and soil than was produced by livestock and energy 
useage. The majority of the carbon sequestration 
occurred in trees, although soil sequestration alone 
entirely offset emissions. This study demonstrated that 
a wool farm with an average stocking rate of 8.4 DSE/
ha required 15% of the farm under tree cover for the 
farm to be carbon neutral. Currently the tree cover 
at Talaheni is nearly three times this level. Further 
research would be beneficial on the carbon neutral 
potential of farms in more fertile, high rainfall areas 
that commonly have higher stocking rates than the 
current study.
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Specialist Ultra Fine Merino Stud
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Phone: (03) 5568 4253
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By CARA JEFFERY  - The Land Newspaper 
Originally published on the 06 Sep, 2015

Year 10 student Ben Colvin, Redlands School, Cremorne, 
NSW, is the overall winner of this year’s Wool4School 
competition. “Wool4School was the first time I ever used 
wool and researched it.”

STEP aside Alex Perry and Jonathan Ward - there’s a 
new kid on the fashion design block.

Year 10 student Ben Colvin is the first male student to 
take out the top prize for Australian Wool Innovation’s 
Wool4School national student design competition.

The Redlands School textiles and design student from 
Sydney won the competition themed “Live Life Love 
Wool” with his design called “Something Missing”.

His winning design was based on the concept of 
travelling back to a military time, but maintaining street 
style, a youthful approach to acknowledging his own 
interests and his family history.

Ben Colvin’s winning design.

“I chose Paris as my destination, imagining my dream  
of one day travelling with my family to the Australian 
War Memorial there where my Grandfather is buried,” 
Ben said.

“My design is fashion-forward and versatile, but 
instantly recognisable as having a military influence, 
with a khaki palette that’s subtle and perfect for 
travelling.”

The win came out of the blue for Ben.

“I was stoked when I received an email to notify me 
I was a finalist, and I expected that’s where the good 
news would end,” he said.

But it was while he was on a chairlift at the snowfields 
for a school trip that he received the call to notify him of 
his win.

As part of his win, Ben’s design will be brought to life by 
leading designer Jonathan Ward.

The outfit will be modeled in a photo shoot in Girlfriend 
magazine which Ben will also star in.

He also received $1800 prize money and a two year 
subscription to Girlfriend.

“The girls in my class think it’s pretty funny that I will be 
in Girlfriend,” Ben said.

The competition also exposed Ben - a keen sewer- to 
Merino wool.

Given the only time he visited a sheep property was 
when he was on a year two school excursion where 
he watched shearing in action, it’s been a worthwhile 
learning experience.

“Wool4School was the first time I ever used wool and 
researched it,” Ben said.

Ben will pursue textiles and design for his Higher 
School Certificate and after that may look into a career 
in fashion.

“I am probably better at sewing than designing, I have 
never been much of drawer, but my teacher says I am 
quite a good sewer.”

It seems textiles run in the blood with Ben’s mother, 
Penny, a sewer while his late Grandfather, John 
Whitehead, operated a successful textile business 
producing fabric in Leicester, United Kingdom.

Ben’s also a self-professed fashionista.

“I am a pretty fashionable guy, I like keeping up with 
trends.”

Ben’s textiles and design teacher, Megan Coombes, is 
the collaborator and driver of the Wool4School program 
at Redlands.

“I didn’t think my work was good enough but Ms 
Coombes encouraged me to enter in the competition,” 
Ben said.

Wool4School project manager Ashley Hollis said Ben’s 
design won over the judging panel because it presented 
the best choice of fabric, was well thought through and 
demonstrated a contemporary approach.

“The outstanding design was innovative, contemporary 
and well-constructed,” she said.

Wool4School continues to grow

Australian Wool Innovation’s (AWI) Wool4School, now 
in its fifth year and linked to the National Curriculum 
Food and Fibre component, involved 10,000 registered 
students from across 700 Australian schools.

aWi WOOl4SChOOl
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The quality of the 1100 final entries submitted was 
exceptional according to the judging panel and the 
number of final entries represents an eight per cent 
increase on last year.

With the theme of “Live Life Love Wool”, secondary 
students from years 7 to 11 designed wool garments 
they would like to wear on a trip to one of five major city 
destinations.

With an extensive resource library and free samples of 
both knitted and woven fabric for the classroom from 
AWI, students dreamt of visiting Paris, New York, New 
Delhi, Moscow or Tokyo wearing wool in various forms.

Participating students did not have to make their 
garment; students illustrated and described the textiles 
used in their designs.

State and year level winning students and teachers 
shared in the $10,000 worth of prizes, with the overall 
year 10 winner Ben Colvin, Redlands School, Cremorne, 
NSW, having his design made into reality by leading 
designer Jonathan Ward.

For the first time, international students participated 
with more than 300 students in Hong Kong involved in a 
modified version of Wool4School this year.

Collaborating with the Hong Kong government’s 
Education Bureau (HKEB), AWI involved students from 
junior and senior schools.

The partnership was assisted by AWI’s Hong Kong 
office to educate a new generation about the benefits, 
properties and versatility of Australian wool.

aSWga WOOl4SChOOl

One year on from the launch of Australian Superfine 
Merino by Cleckheaton 8 ply, the beautiful superfine 
merino fleece sourced from ASWGA members is now 
finding its way onto knitting needles and crochet hooks 
all over the world.  “We are so proud to be able to share 
some of the finest wool in the world, with the women 
of the world. We believe that these knitters deserve 
the very best which is why we have partnered with the 
ASWGA to source the finest in superfine merino fleece,” 
Brenda McGahan (CEO of Australian Country Spinners).

The high crimp, fine micron, bright white fleece, are all 
characteristics of the ASWGA superfine merino wool, 
that have allowed ACS to create a yarn that knitters and 
crocheters have truly fallen in love with. @rihowns “I’m 
completely in love with this yarn! It’s so delicious. It’s 
super soft and smooth, and it’s really springy, which 
I love.” McGahan, “because this yarn is in the hands 
of our knitters and crocheters for days, weeks and 
months, we want the yarn to be incredibly soft against 
the skin, which is why it is critical that we work with 
the ASWGA to source the optimal fleece.’ The team 
at ACS believe that another key contributing factor to 
producing premium yarn is sourcing long-staple fibres. 
Phillip O’Keefe (Wangaratta Woollen Mills), “we find that 
when working with long-staple fibres we see a better 
spun yarn with fewer protruding ends – this allows us to 
deliver a smooth, clean and very soft final product.” 

The team at ACS have received feedback that their 
customers truly appreciate all the benefits provided by 
superfine merino wool. However, many do not understand 
what it is about this wool that makes it so special. To 
fully explain the technical attributes of this product 
is a significant marketing challenge. ACS has hosted 
seminars with key knitting groups around Australia in 
an effort to share the provenance story of the ASWGA 
growers and Wangaratta Woollen Mills. More needs to 
be done to educate the knitters of the world why it is so 
important to choose Australian superfine merino wool. 

To support the beautiful ASWGA product, the ACS 
creative team have worked incredibly hard to design 
fashion-forward knitting and crochet patterns that can 
be adapted to both southern and northern hemisphere 
seasons. Ann Morgan (Creative Director), “we now really 
understand how this yarn behaves and the fabric that it 
produces when hand knitted. We have created designs 
that allow the amazing drape and stitch definition, 
resulting from the superfine merino wool, to really be 
the hero feature. Another wonderful aspect of this yarn 
is the incredibly rich colour.” As a result of the bright 
white superfine merino wool and ACS’s own in-house 
colour dye facility, the team has created a stunning 31 
shade palette. Morgan, “we have recently launched 5 
new shades which are really on trend for the upcoming 
northern hemisphere winter.”  

Whilst it is cold in the northern hemisphere, ACS 
reminds us that passionate knitters and crocheters 
continue their craft year round. This year the team has 
created something special for you to share with your 
friends and family at Christmas, Knit-It-Yourself beanie 
kit. Alternatively, if you have a baby in the family you 
can gift a Knit-It-Yourself bootees kit. This wonderful 
gift comes with two 65g balls of yarn, pattern leaflet, 
with compliments card from the ASWGA members and 
a customized calico bag. McGahan ‘we believe it is a 
wonderful way to give a truly Australian gift, made 
from superfine merino wool, to your loved ones both in 
Australia and overseas.’

If you are interested in supplying fleece to ACS, please 
contact Melissa Mulley (ASWGA) or Brenda McGahan 
(ACS) 1300 337 032 for further details. 

auSTraliaN SuPEfiNE mEriNO bY ClECKhEaTON – ONE YEar ON 
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hamilTON 1PP CErTifiCaTiON
Glenholme’s major achievement of 1PP 
certification on 2 bales in sale M45 – 7th May 2015

The property is located east of Hamilton in Western 
Victoria. Owned by fourth generation woolgrower 
Everard Linke and wife Marilyn in partnership with 
son Matthew.  Consisting of 560 acres, with two thirds 
improved pasture and one third native. The property 
runs 3000 superfine Saxon merino sheep and lambs.  
Rams have been purchased from the Mibus family’s 
Glenara stud at Dunkeld for nearly 45 years, contributing 
to a very true to style wool.

With 34 years of shearing experience, Everard shears 
the entire flock, while Matthew prepares the fleeces 
using the full New England skirting technique. At times 
the skirting dictates the speed of the shearer.  Marilyn 
and Olivia prepare the bellies to fleece like standards.  
No bales are pressed before the end of shearing, 
classing of the wool is shared between Everard and 
Matthew, with Everard having 21 years of classing 
experience as owner classer and Matthew recently 
graduated from a professional course. 

Over the last 6 years the classing technique has 
improved with feedback and support from Andrew 
Raeber of New England Wool.

The wool certified 1PP was grown in above average 
seasonal conditions, with good spring rains, which 
in turn grew a large quantity of feed for the summer 
months. The beginning of Autumn saw very good rain fall 
in April while the ground was warm, which led to good 
pasture growth right into Winter.  The shearing took 
place in late October/November 2014, at that time we 
were in a very dry period and the sheep yards were very 
dusty, so watering of the yards was a regular occurrence 
during the preparation of the sheep for shearing.  All 
of the two year olds were fleece sampled for micron 
testing, returning an average micron of 15.7 for the 
wethers and 16.2 for the ewes. The fleeces testing 16.9 
and broader were kept out of each bale.  Classing of this 
wool took place at the end of shearing, to be included in 
the bale each skirted fleece needs to exhibit the highest 
quality, very even style and soundness and be even in 
length, 90/100s count visually. 

Brenda McGahan (CEO of 
Australian Country Spinners) 
and Noel Henderson



AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

56 | Annual 2015/2016

AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

Lot 1 weighed 107kg, micron of 15.9, yield of 78.6 per 
cent, length of 82 millimetres, CV of length of 7 and 49 
newtons per kilotex. This wool was shorn from unrugged 
two year old wethers run on native pasture south of 
Dunkeld.   

Lot 3 weighed 155kg, micron of 16.0, yield 75.7 per 
cent, length of 77 millimetres, CV of length of 11 and 40 
newtons per kilotex. This wool was shorn from unrugged 
two year old ewes run on improved pasture. 

Lot 1 sold for 3458 cents/kg greasy, while Lot 3 sold for 
3217 cents/kg.  Both bales were bought by Successori 
Reda, Italy, through buyer New England Wool, as part 
of the Reda 150 project, on the occasion of their 150th 
Anniversary.  Andrew Raeber buyer for New England 
Wool, acknowledged that there has to be enormous 
input, time, management and preparation, therefore a 
premium was paid.

There are many points to remember when intending to 
prepare wool to 1PP certification, the season in which 
the wool is grown needs to be very consistent as to not 
give spikes in growth of the staple. Animal health and 
welfare of the sheep is most important to achieve a 
high strength fibre. Timing of shearing due to the sheep 
being unrugged is crucial to dust penetration over the 
summer months, aiming for the time that when the 
fleece ‘opens up’ after the break, there is a possibility of 
less dust. 

The farm was also SustainaWOOL accredited – New 
England Wool’s sustainability accreditation for 
Australian woolgrowers. 

Photo courtesy of The Weekly Times –L/R- Matthew Linke, 
Andrew Raeber of New England Wool, Andrew Howells of 
Elders, Olivia, Marilyn and Everard Linke

1PP CErTifiCaTiON Cont.

Images courtesy of AWI and NERAM
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The seminar was a full day of information for superfine 
growers focused on diversifying merino enterprises.  
The seminar was held at the Sheep CRC facility at 
Armidale University – an ideal lecture venue which also 
provided great facilities for practical demonstrations.  
The weekend attracted over a hundred industry 
participants, which only evidenced the quality of the 
presentations and demonstrations. 

Those who were able to attend on the Friday evening, 
were treated to a Special Preview of the exhibition The 
Art of Wool, in association with New England Regional 
Art Museum and Australian Wool Innovation, prior to 
ASWGA sponsored drinks and nibbles and a casual 
‘meet and greet’ dinner.  

The Art of Wool exhibition was a superb start to the 
weekends activities, with a rare and historic collection 
of paintings depicting traces of the history of wool over 
200 years cleverly placed with innovative fashion pieces 
throughout the gallery. 

The Saturday seminar focussed on speaker 
presentations from:

• Dr James Rowe, who emphasised flock wellbeing 
and productivity and the importance of adopting 
new approaches. 

• Hamish Chandler displayed the results of genomic 
testing and using ASBVs for ram selection. 

aSWga SEmiNar aNd diNNEr 2015

1:Dinner and Seminar Coordinators, Cathy Hayne, Tony and Janet Gall 2: John  Taylor, Ian Cathles, Michael Jackson 
of AWTA, Mark Grave of AWEX and Helen Cathles at Art of Wool exhibition 3: Bush Poet Gordon Edmonds 4: Tony Gall 
and Cathy Hayne 5: Matt Foster 6: Rob Kelly 7: Hamish Chandler 8: John Taylor opening the Seminar 9: Tony Gall at the 
Seminar 10: Attendees at the seminar 11: Guests gather and chat over Morning tea 12:Rosemary and Peter McNeill.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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• Local wool producer Rob Kelly gave an interesting 

insight into the value of electronic ID and the 
benefits and practical implications he was able to 
use in his commercial flock.

• Lewis Kahn explored the benefits of using the 
Haemonchus vaccine and how its correct use leads 
to a significant drop in pasture worm burden which 
should lead to higher individual animal production. 
The jewel in the crown is that this vaccine will 
not select for drench resistance as all other oral 
chemicals do.

• Matt Foster’s topic was feeding Merino sheep for 
the meat trade and was based around growing good 
pastures and crops.

• Helen Cathles and Dr Paul Swan explained the joint 
AWI/ASWGA Fibre Crimp Trial which is testing the 
qualities and performance of high-crimping wool in 
making knitwear against a “control” batch of wool 
to determine the performance qualities of ‘high 
crimping’ wool in the final production of garments. 

• Brenda McGahan from Australian Country Spinners 
(Cleckheaton) talked about the positive moves her 
company was making in the knitwear sector and 
how the collaboration with ASWGA has brought 
to market a unique product marketing niche for 
Australian Country Spinners. 

• Growers were also informed by AWEX of recent 
developments in development of electronic bale  
ID, the wool classing Code of Practice and minimum 
bale weights. AWTA provided insights into  
the measurement of curvature as an indicator of 
crimp frequency. 

Stuart Clayton Josh lamb and Andrew Blanch take questions 
from attendees at the seminar. 

Attendees were then able to hear thoughts and views 
from a panel of wool buyers regarding the AWI Wool 
Selling Systems Review, giving growers the opportunity 
to hear first-hand from buyers on issues of importance 
to the buyers, and hence the ultimate customer. 

Practical demonstrations were set up in displays to 
demonstrate the Wool ComfortMeter and WoolHandle 
Meter, eID measurement equipment and tags, fleece 
testing and tracking and index selection options for 
weighing and auto drafting, Paraboss information and 
tools, and sheep genetics products and tools. 

The Photo Competition entries were all on display in 
the Lecture Theatre during the day, and congratulations 
go to Alicia Hawkins, “Oakwood”, Mudgee region for 
the winning entry.  The photo competition winning 
entries are judged by a panel of judges, comprising 
Penny Hundy of “Windradeen” and winner of the 2014 
competition, Marius Cuming of AWI and Kim Nelson, 
Fine Artist.

The day culminated in the presentation of the prizes 
for the ASWGA fleece competition (refer separate entry 
in this journal) at the Seminar Dinner held at Merilba 
Estate Winery. Congratulations to Noel and Lyndsay 
Henderson, Avington Farm Stud, who claimed the  
Grand Champion Cleckheaton Trophy, presented by 
Brenda McGahan during the evening.   The dinner for 
over 70 attendees was ably catered by Merilba Estate 
in their renovated wool-shed with open log-fire and 
splendid selection of home-grown wines.  A fun-
filled evening was enjoyed by all, with much laughter 
emanating from the entertainment provided by Gordon 
Edmonds – Bush Poet.

ASWGA sincerely thanks our sponsors without whose 
support it would not be possible to hold this event.  
Sincere thanks to our Silver Sponsors, AWEX, Schute 
Bell Badgery Lumby, AWTA Limited and Landmark, 
along with supporters H Dawson, AWN and NAB 
Agribusiness.  

Also thanks to:

• our ASWGA Fleece Competition sponsors and 
supporters, Australian Wool Network, Australian 
Country Spinners/Cleckheaton and Roberts Ltd;

• the Sheep CRC, Dr James Rowe and his team for 
providing their knowledge and experience for our 
seminar;

• our Speakers and Presenters, many of whom 
travelled interstate to support the ASWGA seminar;

• the organising committee, Cathy Hayne, Tony and 
Janet Gall and Melissa Mulley for the outstanding 
success of the 2015 seminar and dinner. 

Tasmania is hosting the 2016 event with a Welcome 
Cocktail Party on Friday 8th April, Conference & Dinner 
Saturday 9th April and Farm Field Day on Sunday 10th 
April.  A post conference tour is arranged for 11th & 
13th April. 
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ThE auSTraliaN SuPErfiNE WOOl grOWErS aSSOCiaTiON iNC.

SavE ThE daTE

8th -13th April 2016
The Annual ASWGA Reunion Dinner and Conference

The Australian Superfine Wool Growers Association is excited  
to announce its 5th Annual Reunion to be held in Launceston, TASMANIA

8th April - Registration, Welcome Cocktails and Dinner
9th April - Conference and Presentation Dinner

10th April - Conference Field Trip
11th to 13th  April - Post Conference Tour

The tour will travel through the Midlands staying at Hobart and returning via the  
scenic east coast visiting an interesting selection of farming properties and points of interest.

The winner of the ASWGA Fleece competition and the Photographic competition will be  
announced at the Presentation Dinner at Josef Chromy’s on the Saturday night.

More details will be released in due course.

Expressions of interest are encouraged as accommodation may be difficult.
This will be something special so we hope to see you there.

Contact

Melissa Mulley at ASWGA Vera Taylor (Tasmanian Contact)
Telephone: (03) 9311 0271 Telephone: (03) 6343 3020

E-mail: aswga@woolindustries.org E-mail: jcw.vctaylor@gmail.com
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Fox and Lillie Rural co-owners James Lillie (left) and 
Jonathan Lillie with the Mibus family, Glenara Merino 
stud, Dunkeld, including Trevor, Kathy, Jacob, 14, Brooke, 
15, and Rachael, 18, surround the 1PP bale. – Photo: 
Stock and Land 

FOR the first time in at least 15 years, the Mibus family 
of Glenara Merino stud, Dunkeld, have produced a bale 
of wool that has received the coveted top rating of 1PP.

A judging panel of five wool buyers evaluated the  
extra superfine wool as the best rating available 
in recognition of its traditional style and good 
characteristics of density, excellent bloom, evenness 
and excellent compression.

It was measured 14.7-micron, 77 millimetres in length 
and 50 Newtons per kilotex (Nkt) in strength. Despite 
being naturally grown, the wool had a Schlumberger dry 
yield of 75.1 per cent and vegetable matter of 0.1pc.

The 96-kilogram bale was sold for 4656 cents/kg 
(greasy weight) on Tuesday to New England Wool for 
Successori Reda SpA, one of the world’s top mills based 
in Vallemosso, Italy.

Brothers Trevor and Peter Mibus have continued the 
Glenara Merino stud established by father Merv. Trevor, 
who came with his family to Melbourne to meet with 
the buyer (represented by New England Wool’s Andrew 
Raeber), admitted a lot of work had gone into producing 
the bale.

He said superfine woolgrowers were now being 
encouraged to produce such exceptional bales with 
realistic contracts, which had been missing for many 
years.

“At shearing time, I class every fleece and then months 
and months after shearing, I roll the fleeces out again 
and pick the best of them. I go through hundreds of 
pieces and have to be extremely strict for the ones to 
include in the top bales,” Mr Mibus said.

“I take the sides off and only do an hour or two of it  
at a time.”

The family has a flock of about 7500 superfine Merinos, 
that include a lot of their own bloodlines, as well as 
many of the top Saxon bloodlines from throughout 
Australia.

Mr Mibus said the transaction marked a historic 
relationship for the stud.

“Bruno DeMattia bought the highest priced bale we ever 
had in 1988, which he bought for 2100c/kg which was a 
record at the time; and now he is brokering this is the 
first 1PP bale he has sold.”

glENara gETS 1PP
The ASWGA Business Development Working Group 
is a voluntary group of ASWGA members who make 
the time to work on projects and issues raised at the 
ASWGA Council meetings. The group operates under 
the guidance of the Council and has been active for two 
years. It is already on the verge of completing it’s initial 
projects. Any ASWGA member can join the BDWG. It has 
members from Ararat Barunah, Tasmania, Goulburn 
Yass, Mudgee and the New England. If you have the time 
or ideas that can benefit the superfine and ultrafine 
Merino industry and would like to become a member of 
the group please contact Melissa.

Current BDWG projects include: 

The KnitExtra Project - that has taken a batch of ASWGA 
high crimping Merino wool and a readily available 
commercial batch of unknown crimp frequency through 
the processing chain, to determine advantages to 
processing and identify increased attributes in the 
finished garment.  The project has submitted its final 
report to AWI. The release of this report to ASWGA is 
expected soon.

Redefining ASWGA Superfine Merino - with the ultimate 
goal of providing direction for ASWGA in the face of 
the challenges before superfine growers within this 
sector. A major finding of the project to date is the 
emerging product differential between low and high 
crimp frequency superfine wool. Work is continuing 
with comparative financial data to quantify the income 
differential. 

Rejuvenating the ASWGA Website – this work is well 
underway and the group is working toward a website 
that promotes ASWGA grower members, their wool 
provenance, wool availability and quality assurance 
credentials, and assists in increasing the visibility of, 
and connecting and promoting ASWGA members unique 
‘best of the best’ product in the marketplace.

Restoration of small scale processing in Australia – is 
a recent addition to the projects and is in the early 
scoping stage. This involves considerable background 
research to establish what the possibilities may be.

Other BDWG initiatives that have made a difference 
for members are: the successful establishment of two 
reporting systems, one with AWEX and the other  
with AWTA. 

The AWEX data on the current week auction wool sales 
for ASWGA members is forwarded to superfine buyers 
highlighting that these clips are on the market. To be 
included in this ASWGA advantage please ensure that 
your BRAND ID includes your ASWGA number in the 
Wool Classers Specification sheet as shown in the 
specification sheets below.

The AWEX data is also sent to members in graph  
form allowing members to review their clips from a 
different perspective.

aSWga bdWg
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The AWTA data collected when participating ASWGA 
members test their wool is sent to ASWGA allowing 
us to promote members clips when ASWGA receives 
enquiries for SF and UF Merino special orders. Members 
participating in this initiative have given ASWGA 
permission to receive their information.

A good example of how members benefit from these 
initiatives is the ten tonne order from Australian Country 
Spinners last year. ACS are strong supporters of quality 
SF Australian Merino and had specifically requested 
that ASWGA grown clips supply their order. However 
Buyers are very busy and have limited research time to 
find who is or isn’t an ASWGA member. ASWGA reviewed 
both the AWTA and AWEX data for clips that met the 
specifications and connected members and their Broker 
with the Buyer acting on behalf of ACS. On this occasion 
members received a premium.

To ensure your clip is participating in these 
opportunities call Melissa and check that you have given 
permission for ASWGA to receive your information. It 
is very easy to sign up and gain extra value from your 
ASWGA membership just circle YES sign the Privacy 
Policy box on your subscription form. If you have already 
sent back your subscription form this year then just 
fill out your trading name and member number on the 
ASWGA Subscription form on the next page PLUS circle 
YES and sign the Privacy Policy box and send it through 
to Melissa. 

buSiNESS dEvElOPmENT WOrKiNg
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LMKG 1102 1 SUPAAAFM 140 ASF4E. 16.2 17.9 77 0.5 67.4 93 11 34 61 PR 2

LMKG 1103 1 SUPAAAFM 147 ASF4E. 15.7 17.2 75 0.4 69.8 85 16 32 42 PR N

LMKG 1104 4 AAAFM 721 ASF5E. 16.5 19.4 78 1.1 63.9 79 13 34 17 PR 1

LMKG 5018 1 SUPNKS 151 MP4S.E 15.8 17.7 81 0.8 69.3 78 17 36 39 PR 2

LMKG 2019 3 SUPNKS 474 MP4S.E 15.5 20.6 80 2.5 58.9 71 19 34 27 PR 2

LMKG 5 10

Curvature/Fibre Diameter profile VMB/Yield profile

YL
D

85

80

75

70

65

60

55
0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0

VMB

Length/MFD profile
105

100

95

90

85

80

75

70

65

60

55
13.0 14.0 15.0 16.0 17.0 18.0 19.0 20.0 21.0

MFD

S
L

Strength/Mid profile
100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0
15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0 40.0 45.0 50.0 55.0

Strength

M
ID

105

100

95

90

85

80

75

70

65

60

55
13.0 14.0 15.0 16.0 17.0 18.0 19.0 20.0 21.0

M
FC

MFD



AustrAliAn superfine Wool Growers’ Association inc.

62 | Annual 2015/2016

Telephone:  03 9311 0271 e-mail:  aswga@woolindustries.org Facsimile:  03 9311 0138

Member No:

TRADING NAME

ABN please Office Use

FULL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION:
Base Annual Subscription (GST Inclusive)
Number of Superfine Bales (19.5 microns and finer) in your last clip
Bale Levy @ $2.00 per Bale (GST Inclusive) up to a maximum of 300 bales

Goulburn-Yass $16.50

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION:
Associate Member (GST Inclusive) $100.00

PRIVACY POLICY - I hereby consent to release information to Third Parties - Please Tick & Sign Yes

No

MEMBER RECORD UPDATE: Signature:____________________________
Nominee who is to receive correspondence:

TITLE (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr)

NOMINEE'S NAME

TRADING NAME

PROPERTY NAME

ADDRESS (line 1)

         ""      (line 2)

         ""      (line 3)

ASWGA REGION

MEMBERSHIP TYPE

AREA CODE (Phone)

PHONE

FAX

MOBILE

E-MAIL

WOOL BRAND

SELLING CENTRE

BROKER

ANNUAL SURVEY INFORMATION: (Not Required if Associate Member)
How many sheep do you have in your Superfine flock (19.5 microns and finer) at 30 June 2015?
How many Superfine ewes have you joined to Superfine rams at last joining?
Please indicate your seasonal conditions as Good/Average/Poor
Please estimate this year's (July 2015 to June 2016) Superfine clip in bales
What is your Average Fibre Diameter?
What is the Fibre Diameter of your Finest line?
What is the Fibre Diameter of your Strongest line?

Your Signature & Date Please:
Please attach your payment by cheque and forward to Unit 9, 42-46 Vella Drive, Sunshine West  Vic  3020
EFT Payment is welcome.  Please contact Melissa at ASWGA Office for details on 03 9311 0271.

Australian Superfine Wool Growers’ Association Inc
ABN:  41 338 467 905           Reg. No. A0019005S

Unit 9, 42 - 46 Vella Drive, Sunshine West  Vic  3020, Australia

web: www.aswga.com

$
$

$260.00

PARTNER'S NAME

Regional Levy - where applicable (GST Inclusive)

$Please tick if you require a receipt

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  & MEMBER UPDATE, 1/7/2015 - 30/06/2016
RECIPIENT CREATED TAX INVOICE

Please ensure that all shaded areas are completed and personal details are checked for errors.

$

TOTAL AMOUNT



As woolgrowers we want what’s best for our animals. Mulesing can put 
their welfare at risk, which is why I use Tri-Solfen. Tri-Solfen provides rapid 
pain relief for at least 24 hours and reduces bleeding and stress. You 
can also let buyers know your wool is ethically produced, by declaring 
you use pain relief on the National Wool Declaration. So join me and 
make a difference to the welfare of your animals and our industry by 
using Tri-Solfen when mulesing. Become a Better Choices member 
and find out why pain relief is a better choice at betterchoices.com.au

Angus Carter and 
his daughter Mary, 

Calliope, Kentucky, NSW

© Bayer Australia Limited. 875 Pacific Highway Pymble NSW 2073 ACN 000 138 714. Tri-Solfen® is a registered 
Animal Ethics Pty Ltd trademark. Better Choices® is a registered trademark of the Bayer Group.  

To find out more, call our customer information line toll free on 1800 678 368, 9am to 4pm (EST) Monday to Friday.

Now available from your local vet and accredited Landmark stores.

Pain relief is a better choice.

BETTER CHOICES
A better life for livestock

You can make a difference to 
their lives and yours 
by using Tri-Solfen.
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