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ASWGA Response to the AWEXReview of the
National Wool Declaration

Trade Mark of Excelle

Overview

The Australian Superfine Wool Grower s0 Associ
National Wool Declaration (NWD) in providing impontacommercial information required by the
buyers and processors thvatl build confidence in thevool that they produce has been grown and
prepared to high standards of integrity and welfdteprovides a valuable adjunct to the Classer
Specification doumentation Together with the specification the NWD provides customers
valuable information that will enhance their confidence that proper ethical standards are being
undertaken by Australian wool growers.

ASWGA supports the ongoing development in inyanments to the NWD that make it easier to
enter data and the importance of focusing on the essential core elements of the document.

ASWGA also recognises that the NWD is at present the most important document that
demonstrates progress in meeting thelregnent to cease the surgical mulesing of sheep.

A continuing education programme through <cl a
necessary to encourage confidence in entering the required information and the need to ensure that
both the wootlasser and the grower have a responsibility to ensure accuracy and integrity.

The following points have been raised by ASWGA members for consideration.

1. The design should be reviewed to ensure that is simple and easy to input the required data.
2. That te ASWGA member stamp be endorsed as a legitimate information alternative to the
three column$

AContact with shedding Breeds (Y/N); Mob c
t o s hear BeegttachientN) . 0
3. Under Ceased Mulesing (CM) incimg the date on which CM became operatisee

attachment 2.

4. There is strong support for reporting CM and Non Mulesed (NM) categories. There is
support for the removal of Pain Relief (PR) as it highlights that mulesing is still occurring.
However some bive that it is better that buyers know that if mulesing is continuing that
Pain Relief has been used. Consideration should be given to the value of reporting Pain
Relief.

5. There needs to be provision for recognition where growers have taken part itréddermal
trials being run by Cobbit/AWI as there is a requirement for part of the flock to be mulesed
for comparison.

6. It is essential that the mechanism of the funding of the audit process beyond April 2011 be
resolved quickly.
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7. Consideration should alsoebgiven to providing the ability of the form to be directly
transmitted from the wool shed direct to the Broker together with the classer specification.
Both the Classer specification and the NWD should be coordinated where possible.

It is evident thathie importance of the NWD will increase and be required by our customers. Hence
regular reviews and effective communication both with Growers, Brokers and Purchasers will be
essential.

Attachment 1

The ASWGA E is recognised internationally as
preparation This standard and fastidious dedication by members over 40 years has built the
ASWGA E as a mark of excellence.

ASWGA requests that the ASWGA membstamp be endorsed as a legitimate information
alternative to the three columhs

ACont act with shedding Breeds (Y/ N); Mob cru
shearing (Y/ N).Oo

Rationalel

ASWGA rules ban all contact with any exotic or stied breeds.

ASWGA clip preparation results in extra shed stafll members crutch their sheep and present
their sheep to the shed for shearing in the best possible order for sh@dmngxact time frame for
crutching is superseded by the need ta@nésheep in the best possible order.

The ASWGA member stamp includes an individual grower number so another grower cannot use it

The member stamp fits neatly across these three columns.

This stamp is also a source of expressing pride in our atigsnadll make it easier for ASWGA
members to fill in the form thus increasing uptake of theegyst
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