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Merino breeder’s pastures lift
wool quality and beat salinity
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What impresses with the lves’ environment restoration is that it is being achieved alongside livestock production improvement.
These Merino hoggets are grazing a phalaris pasture established on a previously saline area. (December 2003)

By PATRICK FRANCIS

N THE NSW Southern

Tablelands a superfine

Merino breeder is using

astute pasture
management to achieve long-term
natural resource improvement and
lift wool business profitability.

John and Robyn Ive, Talaheni,
have taken an holistic approach to
property management so that all
components are considered in
decision-making. This means
monitoring is not confined only to
sheep productivity and improving
wool genetic characteristics but
extends to soil, water and
biodiversity across the farm.

Given the effort put into
understanding processes occurring
on the property, it is not surprising
the Ives are NSW Landcare finalists
in the Landcare Australia Research
category.
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Talaheni is a 250-hectare
property in the Yass Valley, typical
of much of the Southern Tablelands.
Rainfall has averaged 710
millimetres annually over the past
24 years and is fairly evenly
distributed throughout the year,
although tending to be dominant in
winter or summer.

Winters are cold and snowfalls
not uncommon. When the property
was bought in 1980 in a rundown
state, it was given the name
‘Talahent’, Arabic for ‘wait awhile’.

“We recognised that things were
not going to change overnight,” John
Ive says. “One would have to ‘wait
awhile’, or ‘talaheni’. Realistically, of
course, ‘waiting awhile’ was never
going to fix anything.”

The sentiments of ‘wait awhile’
were directed to the response, not
the commitment, to addressing the
problem.

While dryland salinity was the

most obvious land degradation issue
facing the Ives when they bought the
property, they recognised it was just
one symptom of a history of poor
land and grazing management.

Ive contends the solution for
environmentally sustainable
farming lies in addressing a suite of
issues, not just obvious ones such as
dryland salinity. He recently
analysed the cost of land and water
degradation to bring it into a context
that individual farmers can relate to.

Using the report commissioned by
the National Farmers Federation
and Australian Conservation
Foundation, which came up with an
estimate of $2 billion a year for land
degradation, Ive says this translates
to an average of $16,000 for every
agricultural holding. With other
estimates as high as $3.5 billion, the
cost comes to nearly $30,000 for each
property.

“That analysis also puts into
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