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The vagaries of a variable climate again have been clearly demonstrated since
November. After disappointing rainfall in early Spring, above average rainfall was
received across the Region in November and December and further falls in early
January although the latter being storm rain, coverage was patchy. As a result
reasonable dry matter was produced albeit in many cases with a high proportion
of undesirable species (e.g. Stipa spp.). Since mid-January rainfall has been
minimal and with Autumn upon us, growers are anxiously awaiting signs of a
good Autumn break- something that has been missing over the past decade. In
the absence of a good early break the signs are that there will be further stock
reductions and a long winter hand feeding already depleted flocks.

Members who sold their clips in September and early October received returns
which at the time were considered ‘average’, but as subsequent world events
have emerged are now seen as much more gratifying. The current state of the
market is most depressing and is contributing to further major adjustment in
superfine wool growing operations. For example, a significant superfine wool
growing enterprise in the region (and grower member since the foundation of
ASWGA) has embarked upon a major cropping operation turning tens of hectares
of quality superfine grazing country into cropping (Figure 1); while adjoining
paddocks which once also carried superfines are now back-grounding scores of
Angus cattle. Optimism is so high that three new silos have been installed even
though the crop is not yet out of the ground and conditions are dry.

Figure 1: Sign of the times, this large paddock which until recently hosted some
of the Region’s most highly regarded superfines, has been turned over to a
cropping paddock, adjoining paddocks are now back-grounding Angus cattle.







